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item# ujka192         

 

A KO-UDA SCHOOL / TAMETSUGU KATANA 
unsigned, nambokucho period (oan era 1368~1375) 
 
Swordsmith: Ko-Uda School / Etchu TAMETSUGU 
Location:  Etchu province (Toyama prefecture) 
Length:   70.9cm  
Curvature:   2.0cm         
Moto-Haba:  3.0cm   
Jihada:  O-hada with traces of masame hada 
Hamon:   Notare gunome with brilliant nie structures, plentiful sunagashi 
Nakago:   O-suriage, four holes in nakago 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Especially Precious by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated as 
Authentic by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (Tametsugu is ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:   Edo-period handachi koshirae, shirasaya, carry bags, sword stand, 
maintenance kit, DVD, booklet, printed description, export permit from Japan 
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This is a powerful katana crafted in Etchu province during the stormy Nambokucho Period, circa 
mid-14th century (650 years ago). Etchu is on the northern coast of Honshu, the main island of 
Japan, and overlooks the Sea of Japan.   
 
The NBTHK has reviewed this sword twice.  The original NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho certificate 
from 1969 attributes the blade to Etchu Tametsugu, the son of one of the most important 
swordsmiths in Japan’s history Go Yoshihiro.  Go Yoshihiro is considered the finest of the 
Juttetsu (ten great students) that studied under Masamune. 
 
Tametsugu was an excellent smith with dozens of swords attributed to him that have achieved 
NBTHK Juyo Token certification. Upon the death of his father, he joined the Go Norishige 
School and worked with master Norishige.  Tametsugu learned well from both “Go”s producing 
swords with plentiful Soshu tradition driven hataraki, abundant nie structures, sunagashi, chikei, 
kinsuji that this sword absolutely enjoys. 
 
The NBTHK further reviewed the sword in 2014 and attributed the blade to the Ko-Uda School, 
also of Etchu province.  Kunimitsu is considered the founder, originally from the Uda district of 
Yamato Province circa 1317 at the end of the Kamakura Era.   
 
As remaining works by Kunimitsu are non-existent, his students, Kunifusa and Kunimune, both 
said to be students of Go Norishige School, are thought to be the true founders of this school.   
 
This is a terrific sword with boundless personality and history.  The workmanship is a gleaming 
mixture of Soshu, Yamato and Bizen traditions all working in harmony. Every time one picks up 
a katana of this age and character, something new in the steel hits the eye of the beholder.  
 
A very attractive Edo-period handachi koshirae further compliments the sword.  The fittings 
include a splendid 400-year-old Heianjo School tsuba from the Muromachi period and an aoigai 
(mother-of-pearl) lacquered saya (scabbard), both with NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certification.   
 
Five certificates of authenticity in total accompany the sword. 
  

 
 
Please watch an introduction video here: http://tinyurl.com/ujka192-ko-uda 
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