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item# ujka189                  [sold] 
 

A KO-BIZEN IETOSHI TACHI 
partly-signed with gold inlay 
middle kamakura period (hoji era: 1247-1249) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ietoshi (Ko-Bizen School) 
Measurements: Length: 72.0cm (suriage)         Curvature: 2.3cm         Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  itame mixed with mokume, in addition ji-nie, fine chikei, and a vivid midare-utsuri  
Hamon: ko-nie-laden suguha-chō that is mixed with ko-gunome, ko-midare, many ashi and    

yō, some yubashiri-like tobiyaki above the yakigashira, kinsuji, and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: 62nd NBTHK Juyo (sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (koshirae certified as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (kozuka certified Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4-5: NBTHK Hozon (tsuba and kogai certified Worthy of Preservation) 
 
This remarkable tachi was crafted Ietoshi of the Ko-Bizen school during the heart of the Kamakura 
period, circa 1247AD.  When it was first made, this sword would have been a good 10cm longer 
and carried on horseback by a samurai.  Over the centuries, the sword was shortened many times, 
evident by the five of holes in the nakago due to the changing demands of battle.  Thankfully the 
first character “Ie” was preserved at the very bottom of the nakago making the attribution that 
much more discernible.  Gold inlay of Ietoshi was added to the nakago during its lifetime. 
 
This is the only sword by Ietoshi that has attained prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token, thus being a 
rare and important reference piece.  All the classic qualities of Ko-Bizen forging techniques can 
be enjoyed within this elegant tachi.  A splendid set of koshirae accompanies this fine collectible. 




































