service@uniquejapan.com
UNIQUe quejar
uniquejapan.com

JapanN

Becw

rC ST

2
3
2
EN
7
LA

2
x
i

R -3
NS S
iy

%
L3
+

ITEM# UJKA174

A SUE-HOSHO KATANA

UNSIGNED, EARLY MUROMACHI PERIOD (KANSHO ERA: 1460~1466)

Swordsmith: Sue-Hosho school

Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (0-suriage) Curvature: 1.7cm Moto-haba: 2.8cm
Jihada: Undulating masame-hada (straight grain) with fine channels of chikei

Hamon: Bright beaming hoso-suguha

Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichd (Especially Precious sword judged as Hosho)

Certificate #3-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Dr. Saté Kanzan (authenticated as Hosho Sadaie circa 1317-1319)
Included: Shirasaya, Edo kizami koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description

SOLD

The Hosho school holds a special place amongst the five major schools of the Yamato tradition.
For it is within this school that they forged exclusively in the pure straight-grain forging pattern
known as masame-hada. Its NBTHK Hozon certificate attributes this beautiful sword to the Sue-
Hoshé school, however, this sword’s former Tokubetsu Kicho certificate judged it at least a century
earlier to Hosho and its old sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei authenticated the sword to Hosho Sadaie who
worked in the early 1300s during the Kamakura period. From the beaming suguha hamon over its
undulating masame-hada to its lovely Edo-period kizami saya with celebratory-themed
chrysanthemum fittings from the renowned Yoshioka school, this is a delightful and collectible
piece of Japanese sword history that will uplift spirits each time it is handled.
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Saki-kasane: 4.5mm

Moto-kasane: 6.3mm

Omosa: 550g

Nakago: 154cm

Kissaki: 313cm
Saki-haba: 1.85cm

Moto-haba: 2.8cm

Nagasa: 69.6cm

Sori: 170cm

Mekugi-ana: 1



According to Kokan Nagayama, author of the
Connoisseurs Book of Japanese Swords:

The development of the swordsmiths trade in the old
capital of Japan, Yamato, was closely linked to the
areas proximity to the capital at Nara. Furthermore,
swordsmiths  prosperity depended on  their
relationship with the temples with which they were
affiliated.

The five major Yamato schools the Senjuin, Tegai,
laima, Héshé and Shikkake were groups of
swordsmiths who supplied the temples, and the
Yamato tradition thus became known over a wide
area through the nationwide organizations of these
temples.

The Héshé school began in the middle to late
Kamakura period (circa 1280) and holds a special
place amongst the five major schools of the Yamato
tradition. For it is within this school that they forged
exclusively in the pure straight-grain forging pattern
known as masame-hada.

Notable swordsmiths of the H&shd school include
Sadamune, Sadayoshi & Sadatsugu.  Swords
attributed to the Sue-Héshé school are those blades
made in the early Muromachi period, circa 1400:s.

The NBTHK Hozon certificate attributes this special
sword to the Sue-Hdshd school, however, this
sword's former green lokubetsu Kiché certificate
judged it at least a century earlier to Héshé and its
old sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei authenticated the
sword to Héshé Sadaie who worked in the early

1300s during the Kamakura period.

This inspiring Japanese sword from one of the oldest
and cherished schools encapsulates all that is
admirable about nihonté.




O-suriage nakago
kiri-nakago-jiri

(straight cut at base of tang)

Deep rich brown patina with
one crisp mekugi-ana (hole)
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 20th year of Heisei (2008), July 9th
One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Sue-Hbéshé [school]

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun (69.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Precious
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 44th year of Showa (1969), November 9th
One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Hbéshé [school]

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 1-bu (69.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



Héshé Sadaie worked during
Bunpé era (1317~1319)

L ate Kamakura period

B (H%)
Hosho (Sadaie)
Hasho (Sadaie)

I\\\%

Mumei
Unsigned

HNEBRRSZT—0HZ
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 1-bu kore ari
Blade length 69.6cm

AR B BRI AR 5 H

FIEE (FEf)

Shéwa kanoe-inudoshi shoshun kichijitsu
Kanzan shirusu + kad

Authenticated by Kanzan (Dr. Saté Kanzan)
On a lucky day in early spring of Showa
Year of the Dog (1970) + monogram









Before the capital was transferred to Kyéto in Yamashiro province,
Yamato province was the centre of Japanese culture. This was

known as the Nara period, from /10-/94AD.

The mural on the left is of a group of women in continental jackets
and long skirts from this time.

It is said that Amakuni who lived in Yamato during the Nara
period was the earliest Japanese swordsmith.

_ s - Masame-hada==+ = == == -
S s Pl e ,(straightgr’ain)_. e N T







The jihada beams like a comet in the night sky.

hoso-suguha hamon



Dazzling channels of chikei appear in wave-
like formation along the base of the blade.
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Kotd period brilliance.




Crisp and clean,
and no caffeine.




Shirasaya with sayagaki
(protective scabbard)
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silver habaki with
weave-like file marks




Kizami-saya kuro-roiro-nuri

uchigatana-koshirae
AN 78 R 2 BT TIHE )

Uchigatana-koshirae
with ribbed saya
lacquered in glossy black

Cratted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1867)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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Each individual ring of this kizami-
saya is hand-carved. Carpenters
in Japan are held in high esteem
and this is just one example of their
impressive level of craftsmanship.

And clearly the decision to build a
ribbed kizami-saya was inspired by
the straight grain of the steel's
masame-hada.



A formal shakudé tsuba with chirimen-hada
with gold accents on the rim.

Attributed to Yoshioka Inaba no Suke (Edo).

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity



chirimen texture

Chirimen cloth is a traditional Japanese fabric with a slightly uneven surface that is woven with twisted yarns called "Yori'. It has been used

for Kimono due to its durability and wrinkle resistance. By weaving with twisted yarns, the whole cloth shrinks and becomes uneven. This

unevenness leads to good quality dyeing. When it is dyed, the light reflects diffusely on the uneven surface, creating a beautiful rich color.
jmaison.sg




Beautifully wrapped white silk tsuka (hilt) that whispers class.

A skilfully carved pair of loving birds in gold that serve as menuki.
Come fly with me.




Fuchi-kashira
also attributed to
Inaba no Suke Yoshioka
(mid-Edo period 1700s)

Fine nanako ground with gorgeous depictions of
chrysanthemums and karakusa vines. There is an
uplifting celebratory nature to this koshirae.



Koshirae bag




