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item# ujka174            
   

A SUE-HÔSHÔ KATANA  
unsigned, early muromachi period (kanshô era: 1460~1466) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sue-Hôshô school  
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (o-suriage)         Curvature: 1.7cm Moto-haba: 2.8cm 
Jihada:  Undulating masame-hada (straight grain) with fine channels of chikei 
Hamon:  Bright beaming hoso-suguha 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichô (Especially Precious sword judged as Hôshô) 
Certificate #3-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Satô Kanzan (authenticated as Hôshô Sadaie circa 1317-1319) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo kizami koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
The Hôshô school holds a special place amongst the five major schools of the Yamato tradition. 
For it is within this school that they forged exclusively in the pure straight-grain forging pattern 
known as masame-hada.  Its NBTHK Hozon certificate attributes this beautiful sword to the Sue-
Hôshô school, however, this sword’s former Tokubetsu Kichô certificate judged it at least a century 
earlier to Hôshô and its old sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei authenticated the sword to Hôshô Sadaie who 
worked in the early 1300s during the Kamakura period.  From the beaming suguha hamon over its 
undulating masame-hada to its lovely Edo-period kizami saya with celebratory-themed 
chrysanthemum fittings from the renowned Yoshioka school, this is a delightful and collectible 
piece of Japanese sword history that will uplift spirits each time it is handled.   














































