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ITEM# UJKA172

A KOBAYASHI KUNITERU KATANA
SIGNED & DATED, 3RD YEAR OF ENPO (AUGUST 1675)

Swordsmith: Kobayashi Ise no Kami KUNITERU (first generation)

Location: Settsu province (Osaka)

Length: 73.9cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 2.94cm
Hamon: Dai gunome midare

Jihada: Beautiful dense itame, part masame on shinogi, sunagashi, kinsuji

Certificate #1: = NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword)

Certificate #2:  NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (a2 sword designated as Highly Excellent by the
Non-Profit Japanese Sword Appraisal Association)

Fujishiro: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)
Cutting Ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)
Included: Shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand, maintenance kit, DVD, etc.

SOLD

Behold a magnificent katana by Shodai (first generation) Kobayashi Ise no Kami Kuniteru.
Born Kobayashi Hayanoshin, Kuniteru studied under first-generation Shodai Kunisuke of
the Kunisuke School. He became not only one his star students, but also his adopted son-in-
law by marrying his sensei’s daughter.
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Kuniteru was granted the title of Ise Daijo in 1671, and upgraded it to Ise no Kami (Lord of
Ise province) in spring 1672. Once becoming Ise no Kami until the Tenna era (1684), Kuniteru
was considered the finest swordsmith after Tsuda Sukehiro and Inoue Shinkai in Osaka.

The ubu-nakago (original length) katana is from his glory days as it is dated to the third year
of Enpo, August 1675.

The sword is prime example of what made Kuniteru so well-respected. A long, beautifully
forged jigane, a gorgeous dai-gunome midare hamon of surging waves and long ashi (legs)
reminiscent of fellow Settsu province grandmaster Sukehiro.

The sword has two highly-desired certificates of authenticity, NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and
NTHK-NPO Yushusaku, the sword preservation society’s highest level of honour.

The sword has also been published in the NTHK-NPO’s Book of Yushuto swords (see image
below). A complimentary copy of the book will be included for the new caretaker of this
mighty sword.

This is a classic Samurai sword of the early Edo period. Like many top swords of it’s time,
the sword is housed in a shirasaya only.

A custom koshirae is therefore being crafted for this remarkable katana.
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Steps to Building Your Own Koshirae

Many fine antique Samurai swords today come stored only in a shirasaya.
A shirasaya acts like a humidor, protecting the steel for the long term.
Just as the Samurai would have custom ordered during the Edo Period
we can build a traditional set of outdoor koshirae (sword mounts) for your sword.

Step 1: Choose your sword
(find the sword that chooses you)

Step 2: Select your antique fittings & colours

(decide on a theme that speaks to you and your sword)
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Step 3: Patience...
(it takes about 3-6 months to build as it is handmade by master craftsmen in Japan)

Total production cost ranges from $2,500 ~ $5,000

Please speak to a member of the Unique Japan team to get started!
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