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item# ujka171          

 

A HOSHO KATANA 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1300~1333) 
 
Swordsmith:  The Hosho School (ubu-nakago) 
Location:  Yamato province (present-day Nara prefecture)  
Measurements: Length: 73.2cm       Curvature: 1.4cm  Moto-haba: 3.0cm       Weight: 750g 
Jihada:  Pure masame-hada in nie-deki with chikei 
Hamon: Bright suguha, wide nioguchi with nijuba, kuichigai-ba, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Hakikake (brushed)  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae and tsuba designated as authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe sensei  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This magnificent katana has been attributed to the greatly admired Hosho School, which 
produced swords during the mid-Kamakura to the end of the Nambokucho period.  Of the five 
major schools of the Yamato tradition, the Hosho School holds a special place amongst them by 
forging exclusively in their iconic straight-grain pattern known as masame-hada.   
 
Masterful work in every sense, this is a rare ubu-nakago katana to cherish deeply.  The infinite 
layers of visible steel flow like a river and bubble in a multitude of hataraki that includes sunagashi 
and brilliant kinsuji.  Its uchigatana koshirae lacquered with Zen pools of red and black with an 
Izutsu kamon hilt and a noble Heianjo wheel tsuba add extra dimensions of character to enjoy.  










































