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item# ujka163         
 

A NAKATA KANEHIDE KATANA 
signed, middle showa era (circa wwii) 
 
Swordsmith: Noshu Ju KANEHIDE  
Location:  Saitama prefecture 
Length:  70.8cm (machi-okuri nakago)   
Curvature:   2.2cm   
Motohaba:  3.2cm 
Sakihaba:  2.1cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame 
Hamon:  High yaki and gorgeous choji-midare 
Certificate #1: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword designated as Important by the Society 
for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Important by the Society 
for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Ranking:  Rikugun Jumei Tosho (certified swordsmith from Army headquarters of 
Japan during wartime) 
Included:  Koshirae, shirasaya, sword fabric bags, sword stand, maintenance kit, 
DVD, care guide, registration and export paperwork 
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Superstar gendai swordsmith Nakata Kanehide was born Isamu Nakata on August 24th 
1913 (Taisho 2) in Nagano prefecture.   
 
He apprenticed under 12th generation Kawashima Masahide for 8 years and then became the 
pupil of the smith Watanabe Kanenaga in Seki city, Gifu prefecture in 1937. 
 
Kanehide is said to have gifted a sword in 1943 to Hideki Tojo who was general of the 
Imperial Japanese Army, leader of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association and the 40th 
Prime Minister of Japan during much of World War II. 
 
After the WWII, Kanehide won numerous awards commencing in 1955 at Japanese Sword 
Fine Art Contests held by the NBTHK winning the Doryoku Award three times and the 
Nyusen Award eight times. 
 
He also was bestowed the honor of making swords for the Emperor and Empress Showa in 
1957.  Kanehide became an Important Intangible Cultural Asset of Seki city in 1976 and a 
year later the same honours of Gifu prefecture. 
 
This katana was likely crafted when he was Rikugun Jumei Tosho, a certified swordsmith 
from Army headquarters of Japan during wartime. 
 
The choji-midare hamon is absolutely stunning.  This is a sword that demonstrates all the 
greatness that one would expect from such a valiant emblem of 20th century Japan 
craftsmanship.    
 
The length and curvature would make it an ideal sword for someone practicing Iaido.  The 
koshirae is thoughtfully crafted, fits tightly, and adorned with nature-inspired fittings.   
 
NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certification that accompanies the sword attests to the fact traditional 
techniques were used to forge the katana.  There will also be an NTHK-NPO Kanteisho 
certificate for the koshirae fittings.   
 
Photos and information follow.  Below is a photo of the traditional brocade bag for the sword. 
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