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item# ujka157         
 

A KURIHARA NOBUHIDE KATANA 
signed, shinshinto period (3rd year of bunkyu, august 1863) 
 
Swordsmith: Taira NOBUHIDE 
Location:  Musashi province (modern-day Tokyo) 
Measurements: Length: 74.9cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.7cm        Moto-haba: 3.1cm 

Saki-haba: 2.5cm   Moto-kasane: 6.8mm Saki-kasane: 5.0mm 
Weight of blade: 875 grams 

 
Hamon:  Gunome-midare with sunagashi, kinsuji, ashi  
Jihada:  Beautiful ko-itame hada 
Published:  Shinshinto Taikan by Iimura (sword is listed on page 348) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #2,3,4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (full koshirae & tsuba & fuchi-kashira all 
designated as Important by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)   
Included:  Edo period koshirae, shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand, etc. 
 

SOLD 
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Kurihara (Taira) Nobuhide 
Nobuhide was born Kurihara Kenji in Echigo province on the shores of the Sea of Japan north 
central to the country.  His first apprenticeship was that of a sickle smith in Tsukigatamura in 
Echigo.  
 
Nobuhide travelled to Kyoto to become a mirror-maker (kagami-shi) in 1829.  In 1850, at age 
of 35, he became a student of legendary Shinshinto swordsmith master Kiyomaro.   
 
His apprenticeship was to last only two years, when normally five or ten years was the 
average.  Striking it out on his own so soon was a reflection of his familiarity of forging steel 
as a sickle smith that he had acquired prior to his tenure under Kiyomaro’s tutelage. 
 
In 1865, Nobuhide received the title Chikuzen no Kami in Kyoto.  He made a few blades in 
Osaka two years later signing Nobutaka in his early years. 
 
Blades of Nobuhide have been found from 1855 to 1878.  He was the most celebrated student 
of Kiyomaro and his skill is regarded as equal to his sensei.  His hataraki (activity in the 
hamon) is even considerd to be superior. 
 
Kurihara Nobuhide was also one of the finest horimono engravers of the Shinshinto period.   
A number of his swords have gone on to achieve Juyo Token status. 
 
Nobuhide died on January 25th 1880 at the age of just 66.  It is said that he returned to Echigo 
province to continue crafting mirrors after the Haitorei Edict of 1876. 
 
The sword 
It brings us great pleasure to introduce one of Nobuhide’s greatest sword-making 
accomplishments.  A katana of heroic proportions, this is a sword that exhibits a cutting edge 
of 74.9cm fully adorned in a beautiful Edo-period koshirae.  It dated to August 1863.  
 
So magnificent is this signed sword by Taira Nobuhide that it is featured in the highly 
esteemed Shinshinto Taikan reference book of the finest swords from the time period. 
 
From nakago to kissaki, this is a katana of sheer brilliance.  First and foremost, the jigane is a 
gorgeous densely packed ko-mokume.  It’s clear why Nobuhide was such an accomplished 
mirror maker.  It gives the sword a profound sense of strength and vitality to its core. 
 
The hamon is a dazzling gunome midare made in the style that Nobuhide was known to create.  
On the pages that follow note the bluish tinge on the steel of the sword.  This is a mark of the 
highest quality.  Everything about this sword was made to exacting standards. The graceful 
nakago alone is a work of art, with its precise file marks confidently rendered. 
 
The splendid koshirae sword fittings sing in harmony with the katana.  The fuchi-kashira 
crafted by Mino Mitsushige carries an elaborate carving in the design of kamakiri, the praying 
mantis, symbolizing the moral duty of the Samurai to maintain peace in the Edo period.  
 
Along with NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification for the blade, there are a further three 
certificates of authenticity by the NTHK-NPO for the koshirae.  This is a Samurai sword. 
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