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A SUKEKUNI KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661-1673) 
 
Swordsmith: Bizen no Kami Minamoto SUKEKUNI (Settsu, Osaka) 
Length:  69.6cm Curvature: 1.7cm     Moto-haba: 3.1cm 
Hamon:  Yakidashi, dai-gunome midare, ashi, kinsen, sunagashi 
Jihada:  Koitame tsumu  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Especially Precious by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword.  Vintage certificate in Showa 35, 1960.) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (a sword designated as Highly Excellent by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Certificate #3: Saitama Prefecture Juyo Token (A profound sword by the Saitama 
Prefecture for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #4,5,6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword fittings, tsuba and fuchi-kashira designated 
as Important by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Chujo-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, sword fabric bags, sword stand, kit, etc. 
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The Osaka Ishido School is said to succeed the Bizen tradition into the Edo period from 
smiths like Katsumitsu, Munemitsu and Yoshitsugu.   
 
Another train of thought of the school’s origins names Sukenaga as the pioneer from the late 
Fukuoka-Ichimonji Sukemune lineage.  The name Ishido comes from the school’s vicinity to the 
Ishido temple in the Gamo district.  
 
First generation Yasuhiro, second son of Tameyasu trained the maker of this excellent katana  
Bizen Sukekuni from Settsu province, modern-day Osaka prefecture.  
 
Formally ranked as an above average swordsmith, this josun katana may very well be 
Sukekuni’s finest hour.  It is definitely a Jojo-saku creation - the dexterity of a highly superior 
smith.  It carries a surging dai-gunome hamon filled with sunagashi and kinsuji remincent of the 
skills of Toranba chief Sukehiro.  This is a wonderful sword with a joyous spirit. 
 
The sword is fully mounted with first-class fittings from the Edo period that features the 
imperial chrysanthemum on the menuki and terrific tsuba with rising phoenix from the 1600s.   
 
All of six (6) certificates of authenticity accompany this sword that includes NTHK-NPO 
Yushusaku and a rare Juyo certificate issued by the Saitama prefecture in 1977 (see below).   
 
This Sukekuni katana has been freshly polished to a very high standard.  It is a true pleasure 
to admire all the qualities this sword proudly holds.  Photos and information follow.  
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