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item# ujka155         
 

A HIZEN YOSHIHIRO KATANA 
signed, early edo period (genroku era: 1688-1704) 
 
Swordsmith: Hizen no Kuni Ju Ise Daijo Fujiwara YOSHIHIRO (2nd generation) 
Location:  Hizen province (Saga prefecture) 
Length:  69.9cm (ubu)   
Curvature:   1.2cm      
Moto-haba:   3.2cm 
Hamon:  Konie, gunome choji midare, kinsuji  
Jihada:  Koitame, chikei, and yubashiri 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Extraordinarly 
Precious by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword designated as Important by the Society 
for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Certificate #3,4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba and koshirae designated as Important by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Chu-Josaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)   
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, sword fabric bags, sword stand, maintenance kit, 
DVD, printed care guide, registration and export paperwork 
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First generation and grandmaster Hizen Tadayoshi trained many top swordsmiths in his 
distinguished career.  One in particular was a smith by the name of Yoshihiro.   
 
Yoshihiro went on to establish his own school around the Joo era in approximately 1652. 
When his second son, succeeded him, he changed his name from Yoshisada to Yoshihiro and 
became known as the school’s second generation. 
 
It is said that a katana housed in a red saya (scabbard) is special - and very sharp.   
This exceptional sword keeps to this reputation.    
 
Measuring 69.9cm, this is a classic josun (standard length) katana produced by 2nd gen. 
Yoshihiro. A breathtaking mix of superior sword-making skills and horimono (engraving). 
 
The hamon is a complex mixture of gunome-choji midare and a rare dovetail pattern known as 
yahazuba (arrow notch).  Every time this sword is picked up, something new comes to light. 
 
The marvelously detailed engraving of Kanemaki-ryu Fudo Myou’s rope called Kensaku 
dominate both sides of the blade.  One can spend hours and hours (I have!) studying this 
sword.  The degree of craftsmanship is so impressive.  This is skill of the highest degree. 
 
Rope of Fudo-Myou and other guardian deities symbolizes the keeping at distance of 
enemies of the Buddhist teachings while catching of new believers.  
 
The purpose of the horimono meant to bring the owner of the sword spiritual protection. 

 
When researching, a fine sword was found by 
Hizen Tadayoshi (left) with engraving by the 
Umetada Myoju School nearly identical in nature. 
 
It is highly likely that the same school performed 
the horimono with such rich detail.   
 
Note the incredible detail of just the skin on the 
claws of the dragon!   
 
The rare blue Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho Token 
certificate of authenticity issued by the NBTHK in 
1975 deeming the sword to be Extraordinarily 
Precious accompanies the katana.   
 
Three more certificates from the NTHK-NPO are 
included for the fabulous koshirae with kiri design 
elements and a unique Echizen Kinai tsuba that 
depicts a traditional umbrella with snowflakes.  
 
Photos and information follow of this highly 
recommended Samurai sword. 
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