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item# ujka153         
 

A CHIKUZEN YOSHIMASA KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661-1673) 
 
Swordsmith: Chikuzen Ju Minamoto Nobukuni YOSHIMASA (2nd generation) 
Location:  Chikuzen province (Kyushu) 
Length:  75.2cm (ubu)   
Curvature:   1.8cm      
Moto-haba:   3.0cm 
Hamon:  Gunome Midare  
Jihada:  Koitame 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (a sword designated as Highly Excellent by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)   
Included:  Shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand, maintenance kit, DVD, 
printed care guide, registration and export paperwork, Yushuto Catalogue book 
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The ancestor of the Shinto-era Chikuzen Nobukuni School was Nobukuni Yoshisada who 
referred to himself as the 12th generation Nobukuni by way of Yamashiro province (Kyoto) 
to Chikuzen province.   
 
Chikuzen province has a long and distinguished history dating back to the Warrior Monks of 
the Kongobyoe School of the early Koto period.   
  
Yoshisada’s eldest son Yoshimasa was meant to succeed the school however his father 
“disinherited” him when he packed up his bags at the age of 26 to study the Bizen tradition 
of the Ichimonji School under Sukemune.   
 
Yoshisada was an adamant proponent of the Yamashiro and Soshu sword traditions, and 
clearly ‘no son of his’ was going to bring Bizen into the mix!  Succession thus went to his 
younger brothers Yoshimasa 2nd generation (maker of this katana) and Yoshitsugu.  
 
With a cutting edge of 75.2cm and a healthy mihaba, this is one seriously impressive katana.  
The hamon is a dazzling gunome-midare with a jihada that is exceptionally well-forged.  
 
Fujishiro ranks Yoshimasa as a Jo-saku (superior) smith.  And it’s easy to see why.  This is a 
Samurai sword of immense quality and collectibility.   The katana has deservedly achieved 
NTHK-NPO Yushusaku and NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon distinctions. 
 
This sword is currently in shirasaya only.  A custom koshirae project is highly recommended 
to personalize this sword for the family who will take over ownership responsibilities.   
 
Photos and information follow. 
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