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item# ujka143         
 

A TOMOYOSHI KATANA  
signed, dated & awarded, (12th year of showa, august 1937)  
 
Swordsmith:  Osaka Ju Izumi Tomoyoshi 
Measurements: Length: 68.4cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.5cm     Moto-haba: 3.3cm 
Jihada:  Standing out wavy nagare-hada with muneyaki 
Hamon:  Naka-suguha (straight) with tight wavy ko-midare, long ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, tsuba & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Certificate #4: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a kozuka designated as Especially Precious) 
Designation:  This blade was awarded the "Recommendation Work" prize at the Kigen 2600th 
memorial ceremony Art Show in commemoration of Emperor Jimmu  
Akihide ranking:  Joko-no-retsu (ranked as a master swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This special gendaito (modern) katana has made its way to me in the UK.  This piece was 
originally sold in Catalogue 20 in shirasaya only.  A striking custom koshirae in the theme of 
dragonflies was completed in 2015 for the client.  Unfortunately, due to certain circumstances, he 
needed to part with the blade.  This unique katana with an imperial story now stands available. 
 
Swordsmith Tomoyoshi from Izumi city in Osaka produced this impressive katana in the 
summer of 1937.  It was then submitted for sword forging competition in 1940 commemorating 
the 2600th enthronement anniversary of Japan’s first emperor, Emperor Jimmu and the 
establishment of the Japanese empire.  
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This sword was highly received and won the Endorsement Award prize. This honour was 
subsequently chiseled in great detail onto the nakago. 
 
Tomoyoshi was a skilled smith who was ranked by Kurihara Akihide as Joko-no-retsu (a master 
smith). Akihide, who was one of the major promoters of gendai swords before and during WWII 
and a smith himself, ranked about 300 contemporary smiths in 1942.  
 
Tomoyoshi’s highest achievement came in 1941 when he won the Second Seat at the 6th Shinsaku 
Nihontō Denrankai - an annual sword making contest that was held in pre-wartimes and 
wartimes, and the forerunner of the sword-making contest of the NBTHK.  It had six ranks, the 
Second Seat being equal to the second prize.  
 
This katana pays proper respect to the life of Emperor Jimmu who is said to have captured 
Yamato (Nara city). The steel was produced in the Yamato tradition with free-flowing nagare-hada.  
The hamon is a beautifully crafted straight suguha - the predominant temper line of the Yamato 
tradition.  It has the aura of an older sword.  The construction is wide, healthy and strong with a 
formidable moto-haba of 3.3cm.  
 
It is interesting to note that in 1940, a Peace Tower was built in Miyazaki in honour Emperor 
Jimmu. On the front of the tower reads "Hakko Ichiu" (eight crown cords, one roof), or "United 
under one roof".  This was often used as a rallying cry for imperialists who believed that peace 
would reign once Asia was united under Japanese leadership.  This is a sword that was certainly 
carried in WWII by a military officer.  
 

 






























