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item# ujka130          
 

A SHIRÔ’EMON KANEWAKA KATANA  
signed, early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashu Ju Kanewaka (Shirô’emon, 3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 66.8cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm         Moto-haba: 3.1cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame hada, ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Gorgeous nie-deki gunome-midare with hako-midare, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Hozon (koshirae designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and matching fittings designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Kanewaka family held close ties with the Maeda Daimyô family in Kaga province as the 
castle town grew to immense prominence and wealth during the Edo period.  Top samurai held 
great admiration for swords from the Kanewaka family.  First generation Kanewaka was so 
highly esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune.  
 
This exceptional katana was crafted by third generation Kanewaka who was born Tsujimura 
Shirô'emon.  The brilliant and iconic Kanewaka family hako-midare (square shaped hamon) with 
plentiful kinsuji hataraki (activity) can be thoroughly enjoyed.  Sword comes with an elegant, 
fully matching Edo period koshirae, attributed to the Kumagai school in Higo province.  This 
splendid samurai sword has recently been polished and lifts the spirits in a very, very big way. 









































These beautifully crafted menuki feature gear 
that a samurai would carry on his horse. 

Haigô Gozaemon Hisamitsu 
Mounted, armoured, but bareheaded, 
he rides upon his galloping steed.

Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797~1861)

Kurabane 
Japanese saddle tree

Late Edo period










