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item# ujka123        
 

A DAIMICHI (DAIDO) KATANA 
signed, momoyama period (keicho era: 1596-1615)  
 
Swordsmith: Daimichi (two-character signature) 
Location:  Mino province (Gifu prefecture) 
Measurements: Length: 74.5cm Curvature: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.8cm  
Jihada:  Itame (wood grain pattern) 
Hamon:   Gunome yakidashi firing into a long suguha 
Nakago:   Ubu nakago 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Especially Precious by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Sayagaki:  Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:   Shirasaya with sayagaki, carry bag, sword stand, maintenance kit, 
DVD, booklet, printed description.  Blade is currently in QLD, Australia. 
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This is a katana that has stories to tell.  Signed with a strong two-character signature, Daimichi 
(or Daido), meaning “big path/way”, this is long blade that was crafted during the turbulent 
Azuchi Momoyama Period – a 30-year transitional pivot point towards the long and relatively 
peaceful Edo Period.  Daimichi also signed Minamoto Mutsu no Kami Daimichi. 
 
The cutting edge is 74.5cm with ubu nakago (original length) and a curvature of 1.2cm, typical of 
the time period.  It features a remarkable hamon that begins with a wavy gunome yakidashi and 
then shoots up to the sky in a suguha (straight) fashion.  This unique rising temper element in the 
habaki area is referred to as koshiba and the Mino yakidashi. 
 
This is a sword with plenty of character.  On the spine of the blade there are numerous kirikomi 
(prized battle scars) from coming into contact with other blades in combat.  As a matter of respect 
and common practice, sword polishers never remove kirikomi.  Surely this peace maker has seen 
plenty of action in the past.  
 
The sword was given a significant restoration polish in the 20th century.  The integrity of the 
steel and clear hamon remain strong and vibrant.  Fujishiro in the famous Nihon Shinto Jiten book 
of swordsmiths ranks Daimichi as a Jo-saku (superior smith).   
 
The sword is accompanied with a vintage NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho Token certificate of 
authenticity and certified by Dr. Sato Kanzan as the shirasaya has his sayagaki from the 1960s. 
 
There is a fascinating theory that Daimichi and Seki Kanemichi, founder of the great Mishina 
School in Kyoto are the same swordsmith.  It is said that in 1603, the Emperor gave Seki 
Kanemichi the character大 (Dai), thus changing his signature to Daimichi (大道).  
 
This sword is currently in QLD, Australia.  Shipment can be made to a new caretaker in 
Australia would be ideal although the blade is willing to hit the road for a new adventure.  
 

 





NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho 
Certificate of Designation 

A sword designated as Especially Precious 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 36th year of Showa (1961), November 5th

One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Daimichi

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 4-sun 5-bu (74.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)








