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A CHIYOZURU MORIHIRO KATANA 
signed, early muromachi period (oei era: 1394~1427) 
 
Swordsmith:  Echizen Chiyozuru Morihiro (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 78.8cm  Curvature: 2.4cm     Motohaba: 3.06cm 
Jihada:  Well-forged itame hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Ko-gunome-midare-hamon with togari, kinsuji, sunagashi 
Horimono:  Long, full-length bo-hi (grooves) that are finished with kakudome (squared) 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a katana designated as Masterwork) 
Certificate 3:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Kanzan Satô) 
Included:  Shirasaya, longevity koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 
First generation Morihiro was the son (or adopted son) of Rai Kuniyasu in Yamashiro (Kyôto). 
Morihiro was a representative swordsmith from Chiyozuru school, who took their sword-
making skills to Echizen province.  These groups of swordsmiths were known as ‘Echizen Rai’.  
 
This long katana was surely carried on horseback as a tachi early in its life.  It boasts a 
remarkable 78.8cm cutting edge with a stunning ko-gunome hamon (small semi-circular temper 
line) along its 2.4cm curvature.  Most impressively, the sword managed to escape being 
shortened after all this time. It is still in its original length made over 600 years ago.  The sword’s 
shirasaya has been authenticated by Dr. Kanzan Satô, former co-chairman of the NBTHK.  It has 
also been spotlighted in the NTHK-NPO Book of Yûshûsaku Masterwork swords.  A beautiful custom 
koshirae was built with a Matsu (pine) theme representing good fortune and longevity. 
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