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A KANESADA DAISHO

SIGNED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (KANBUN~ENPO ERA: 1669~1680)

Swordsmith:
Measurements (k):
Measurements (w):
Jihada:

Hamon:
Certificate #1-3:
Certificates #4:
Certificate #5-6:
Fujishiro rank:
Sharpness:
Included:

SOLD

Echigo no Kami Kanesada (2nd gen, Osaka)

Length: 75.4cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.9cm Moto-haba: 3.03cm Weight: 815g
Length: 46.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 0.9cm Moto-haba: 2.98cm Weight: 500g
Expertly forged itame-hada with shining ji-nie and plentiful chikei

Glorious notare and gunome-hako-midare with chéji-ashi, sunagashi

2 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords) + NBTHK Hozon (kogai/kozuka)
NTHK-NPO Yfshtisaku (as sword designated as Masterwork and published)
NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, & daisho tsuba certified as Authentic)
Jojo-saku (highly superior smith)

O-wazamond (maker of supremely sharp swords)

Shirasaya, daishé-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

Nidai Echigo no Kami Kanesada was a phenomenal talent inside the Osaka-shint6 tradition. Out of
respect for his sensei shodai Kanesada, he relinquished the name Kanesada in 1680 and worked under
the title Sakakura Gon-no-Shin Terukane when his sensei’s son came of age. Forty-nine of his
swords have achieved NBTHK jiiyé téken and two have made it to tokubetsu jiiyo. This remarkable
daisho with its glorious notare hamon and powerful gunome-midare was featured by CNNstyle on
the topic of antique Japanese swords in which Pablo was interviewed for in 2015. Read on for the
backstory on this special samurai-daishé that stands to be cherished by a new and proud owner.
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Saki-kasane: 49mm
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Omosa: 815g

Kissaki: 4.23cm
Saki-haba: 2.03cm

Moto-haba: 3.09cm

Nagasa: /54cm

Sori; 19cm

Mekugi-ana: 1
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Kissaki: 318cm

Saki-kasane: 5.0Omm Saki-haba; 203cm

Moto-kasane: 6.6mm

Nagasa: 46.3cm

Sori: 09cm
Nakago: 14.5cm

Omosa: 500g

Moto-haba; 298cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




Nidai Echigo no Kami Kanesada (B%#%~FtlH) was a
ohenomenal talent active in Osaka durmg the early Edo
period. He first studied under Terukado (F&FH) of the Zenjo
(3% 7E) line from Mino, later entering the school of shodai
(first generation) Kanesada. Recognized for his fine talent, he
became both the son-in-law and successor to shodai and
upon his sensei's passing in 1669, he inherited the name
[Nidai] Kanesada. However, when the shodai Kanesada's
natural son came of age, out of respect, he relinquished the
name Kanesada and worked thereafter under the title
Sakakura Gon-no-Shin Terukane (B 2 HEMRD),

demonstrating his magnanimous character.

Counted among the great smiths of the Osaka-Shinté
tradition, his works are highly esteemed, and he is rightfully
ranked Jo;o saku by Fujishiro and o|e5|gnateo| O-wazamono
for this tremendously sharp sword's cutting ability.

His blades are typically forged with a fine and dense ko-
itame hada, bright and well-refined, with thick ji-nie and lively
chikei. He is best known for graceful téran-ba (billowing
wave patterns) inspired by fellow Osaka-based grandmaster

Tsuda Sukehiro (B BEIJR), with a brilliant nioiguchi that

gleam with clarity and precision.

This incredible katana is forged with a finely executed ko-
itame hada, with a glorious undulating notare hamon pattern
that is one of the finest examples of notare ever to be seen
on a sword. And, important to note, in terms of collectibility,
rarely seen on a nidai Kanesada sword. Abundant chéji-ashi
appears from its bright and clear nioiguchi giving the sword
an atmosphere of serenity and extraordinary elegance.

The wakizashi is also forged in refined ko-itame, and is more
traditional nidai Kanesada with a gorgeous gunome-hako-
midare hamon with a classic Osaka yakidashi that erupts
into a dynamic, storm-like swells at sea. What marvellous
juxtaposition these two swords share with one another.

A superb daishé koshirae in a samurai warrior theme was
built more than ten years ago for these swords using top-
quality antique Edo and Meiji period fittings. It was one of
the first custom daishés crafted for a client at Unique Japan.
This daishé was subsequently featured in a 2015 article
published online by CNNstyle on the topic of antique
Japanese swords in which Pablo was interviewed for. Read
on for more backstory on this remarkable daishé that will
always hold a special place in our hearts at Unique Japan.




B (Echi)

# (go, no)

) (Kane)

H (Sada)

Lovely symmetry in signatures.

Location: Osaka in Settsu province
Title name: Echigo no Kami (Lord of Echigo province)
Swordsmith: Kanesada (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)




Ha-agari kurijiri is a tang-end style where the

rounded tip curves slightly toward the cutting edge.

It is a variation of the kurijiri (chestnut-shaped)
finish, adding subtle asymmetry.

This shape enhances both the aesthetics and
balance of the blade.

Often seen in high-quality Shinté swords.

Ha-agari kurijiri

(ura, reve rse)



First generation

A swordsmith's identity is revealed not only in
the workmanship of the blade itself but also, of
course, in the mei (signature).

When comparing the signature of the first-
generation Kanesada with that of the second,
there is a subtle difference in the character
"Kane (1), - the lower-left stroke forms a
sharper right angle in the first generation,
while in the second generation is rendered
with a gentler curve.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 26th year of Heisei (2014), July 9th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Echigo no Kami Kanesada

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 5-sun kyd (754cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

Ne 1002380
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 18th year of Heisei (2006), April 13th
One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Echigo no Kami Kanesada

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku B-sun 3-bu jaku (46.3cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Echigo no Kami Kanesada
Echigo no Kami Kanesada

R Awi)
Nidai nari

The second generation

HNEBRRAITRAZ
Haché 2-shaku 5-sun amari kore ari

Blade length /54 cm
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Shéwa sanjayonen Uzuki bi Kanzan shirusu
Written on a day in the fourth month in the
34th year of Shéwa era (April 1959)









Although this may appear as a
mirror image, this gentle wave
notare hamon maintains perfect
consistency not only in form, but
also in spectacular symmetry on
each side of the blade.




Ashi (legs) extend to the edge of the blade.



Personal note from Pablo:

| have yet to see a more exquisite notare hamon on any sword. | first acquired this
katana in 2014, when Unique Japan was still in its relative infancy. It represented one
of my first significant acquisitions, purchased from my sensei Mr. Osawa, who sadly
passed away in 2022, I still remember the day | held this sword with him - the blade
seemed to extend for miles in my hands, and | found myself completely transfixed by
the hamon. It was in that moment that | truly understood that consistency of the
nioguchi, whether in a straight suguha, notare, or gunome-midare, separates
exceptional swords from ordinary ones. The marvellous consistency of the nioguchi
and its sheer brilliance will knock the socks off the next owner of this sword.

The daishé koshirae that we built turned out to be such a special production, but it
will always be the memory of first laying eyes on this katana that will stick with me.

Enjoy.



A beautiful hue shines over the
ko-itame and mokume-hada.



Nidai Kanesada is ranked j8j6-saku
(highly superior) and 6-wazamono for
the supreme sharpness of his swords.

Behold sword mastery.



This katana is featured on page 100 & 101 in the NTHK-NPQO Collection of Yishisaku

Masterwork swords, published in the twenty-seventh year of Heisei era, June 2015,

It details the measurements along with well-taken photos of the sword.










katana

The béshi begins in an almost straight line and turns back
in a small, rounded circle (ko-maru kaeri).

Thick nie forming a flow of sunagashi
forming a kaen (%andle) béshi.



The wakizashi in this dynamic duo features an Osaka-
yakidashi is a distinctive feature of Osaka-Shinté blades,
where the hamon begins to widen with a gentle notare
before developing into a more wavy pattern.

Osaka-yakidashi




The téranba hamon resembles the billowing waves and spray of a stormy sea.




Big swells of gunome-midare, note
the consistent stream of nie crystals.

Nidai Kanesada is such a talent.



Peak performance.



sayagaki potential

Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

silver habaki with
rainfall file marks
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Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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silver habaki with
horizontal file marks
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Cha-ishime-ji-nuri
daishé-uchigatana-koshirae
A B s KN T IHE)

Daishé-uchigatana-koshirae lacquered in
brown with
stone-like surface

Crafted during the modern era

The daishé, restricted to samurai class
wear, emerged as a defining symbol of
their status. This paired-sword tradition
gained prominence near the close of the
Muromachi period (1336-1573), with
surviving examples dating to the late
sixteenth century. A 1629 edict formalized
the daishé requirement for samurai on

official duties.

Far beyond their practical function, the
daishé came to embody the very spirit of
the samurai. To wear the paired swords
was to stand as a true samurai, a visible
expression of honour, duty, and martial

identity.

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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Not long after the Kanesada daishé koshirae was built, | was interviewed by CNN in July
2015 on the topic of antique samurai swords, the Unique Japan business and general
thoughts on collecting Japanese swords. Paul Martin was also interviewed for the piece.

When they asked me to provide sword-related images for their CNNistyle article and |
naturally thought of the Kanesada daishé. Below is a screenshot of the web page that
remains online today.

C]'\NStVlC Arts Design Fashion Architecture Luxury Beauty Video ® Watch

Blade runners: The powerful mystique of the
samurai sword

By Kieron Monks, for CNN
@ 5 minread - Published 8:13 PM EDT, Wed July 15, 2015

X = ®

ck for Unique Japan
2 0f 10

Pictured, short and long swords with matching koshirae (fittings) produced by 17th century master swordsmith Echigo no Kami Kanesada. &

%

Access the article here:
https:/ /edition.cnn.com/style/article/samurai-swords


https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/samurai-swords

This matched pair of daishé tsuba is the work of a Meiji-
period (1867~1912) craftsman. Uniquely finished in silver
ground with an ishime (stone-surface) texture, giving the
tsubas a shimmering shine. A total of twelve crests of
bushi (warriors) families are inlaid with precise detail.

The number twelve holds symbolic meaning in Japanese
culture, often associated with  harmony and
completeness. Thus, the arrangement of these crests is
not merely decorative, but also conveys the ideals of
family lineage and the warrior ethos.

NTHK-NPO Kanteishé




The spirit of the samurai lives on.

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




This fuchigashira on the katana koshirae is the signed
work of Goté Mitsukuni (% & 6 Fh), second son of
Gotd Teijo (1% FEFEZE), the ninth head of the Gotd
main line, and widely known as Goté Etsujé
(14 1. 3%). Retained by the Maeda family of Kaga,
he produced metalwork and related commissions. By
training many disciples, he greatly advanced the
Kaga metalworking tradition.

The design depicts Kamakura-period samurai
warriors. The armoured figure, poised for combat,
embodies strength and resolve. The precise carving
showcases Mitsukuni's mastery and aesthetic sense.
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This fuchigashira on the wakizashi koshirae depicts figures from
the Chinese Three Kingdoms period during the 3rd century.

The central motif in the foreground, with his flowing beard and
the distinctive curved halberd can be identified as Guan Yu.
Behind him stands another figure whose unusually large ears
suggest Liu Bei, founder of the Shu kingdom. Known for their
oath of brotherhood, the pairing of Liu Bei and Guan Yu

symbolizes valour and loyalty.
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kozuka (utility knife)
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The set of kozuka and kogai, often referred to together as futatokoro, were practical
accessories for the Edo-period samurai, housed in dedicated slots along the saya (scabbard).

These pieces are the work of Ky6-Kinké school. While not attributable to a specific school,
they can be securely dated to the Edo period. The ground is of shakudé with a nanako
ground, upon which motifs of Amaryd (rain dragons) are set. The motif of the rain dragon
conveyed wishes for fertility and good fortune, and for the warrior class it also represented
victory in battle and the safeguarding of one’s household.

Certified NBTHK Hozon, certificate on next page.
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kogai (hair pick)
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 23rd year of Heisei (2011), March 1st
One, Futatokoro
Depicting crawling dragons

Mumei (unsigned)
Ky6-Kinké

Shakudbé with nanako ground, gold crest

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



Kamakura samurai meets warriors
of the Three Kingdoms




irae bags

hé kosh

Dais



Flying to Japan?

If you are travelling to Tokyo and are serious about acquiring an authentic
Japanese sword, be sure to book a private meeting with us in advance.

Many swords from Unique Japan are sold privately every year to clients around
the world. Contact service@uniquejapan.com where we ll discuss the type of
sword, age and other qualities you are seeking along with budget parameters.

Meetings are held at our studio near JR Meguro station - only minutes away
from all major hotels in downtown Tokyo.



