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item# ujdi012          
     

A KANESHIGE ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ DAISHÔ   
signed, tested & dated (kanbun era: may 1666 & august 1667) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kazusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (上総介藤原兼重) 
Measurements (k): Length: 71.0cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.0cm    Moto-haba: 2.94cm  Weight: 760g  
Measurements (w): Length: 52.8cm (ubu)   Curvature: 0.7cm    Moto-haba: 2.83cm  Weight: 530g  
Jihada:  Expertly forged mokume, itame, nagare-hada with shining ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Beaming gunome-midare with deep nioiguchi, togari, kinsuji, sunagashi & inazuma 
Certificate #1-2: 2 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords Especially Worthy of Preservation)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (a superior smith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamonô (maker of very sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD (daishô koshirae in production) 
 
Here is an exceptionally rare daishô by Kazusa no Suke Kaneshige - both blades tameshigiri tested 
severing through two bodies with results recorded in gold kinzôgan by Yamano Kanjurô Hisahide 
just fifteen months apart. Born Tsuji Suke’emon, Kaneshige was active during the Kanbun era and 
ranks among the foremost swordsmiths of the early shintô period.  Both the katana and wakizashi 
showcase his signature approach, which resembles that of grandmaster Kotetsu.  The jigane shows 
tight itame-hada covered in bright ji-nie with a thick nioiguchi that form a wavy gunome-midare hamon 
- gleaming like freshly fallen snow. The swords come with mismatched koshirae that don't quite 
rise to the occasion. You have two paths: claim them as they stand, or commission Unique Japan 
to build an authentic custom daishô using museum-quality antique fittings worthy of these 
extraordinary blades. Either way, Unique Japan will arrange sayagaki from Tanobe-sensei. 








































































