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item# ujdi010          
 

A SHIKKAKE SCHOOL DAISHÔ 
unsigned, late kamakura ~ nambokuchô period (1288~1342) 
 
Swordsmith:  Attributed to the Shikkake school 
Measurements (k): Length: 71.2cm (ô-suriage) Curvature: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 3.01cm  
Measurements (w): Length: 53.6cm (ô-suriage) Curvature: 1.1cm        Moto-haba: 2.8cm  
Certificates #1-3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (swords & tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificates #4: NBTHK Hozon (diasho fuchi-kashira Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificates #5-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (soroi kanagu,kozuka and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya x 2, daishô koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 
Both the katana and wakizashi have been attributed to the Shikkake school, one of the five major 
Yamato schools that wielded enormous influence across Japan's temple networks. Founded by 
swordsmith Norinaga in Yamato province, the Shikkake school - along with Senjuin, Tegai, Taima, 
and Hoshô - forged blades to protect temple rights and property throughout the centuries. These 
blades exhibit the school's distinctive character: wavy nagare-hada, weaving ko-gunome hamon with 
abundant kinsuji activity, and fine shikkake-hada combining mokume-hada with clear straight-lined 
masame-hada in the yakiba. Unique Japan was commissioned to build authentic daishô koshirae 
worthy of these historic blades. A land and sea theme was chosen - abalone shells symbolizing 
longevity, crabs evoking warrior armour, lobsters representing endurance, and paired horses 
embodying sessha-takuma, the spirit of growth through camaraderie.  The All Blacks-inspired 
lacquerwork combines two tones of black – a matte stone finish and high gloss juxtaposed with 
with gold sageo cords. The result honours both Japanese tradition and the client's family heritage. 
 












































































