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item# ujdi006      
  

A HIZEN TADAHIRO DAISHO 
signed, early edo period (kanei to kanbun era: 1641~1673)  
 
Katana (dai) 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Ju Omi Daijo Fujiwara Tadahiro (second generation) 
Measurements: Length: 72.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm  
 

Wakizashi (sho) 
Swordsmith:  Omi Daijo Fujiwara Tadahiro (second generation) 
Measurements: Length: 53.8cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm 
 
Certificates (4x): NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords awarded) 

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (daisho koshirae and daisho tsuba) 
Authenticity: Both shirasaya have sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan (from 1968 and 1976)  
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)  
Cutting ability: O’wazamono (maker of great sharp swords)  
Included:  Two shirasayas, daisho koshirae, fabric bags, stands, kit, etc.  
 

      

SOLD 
 
Born Hashimoto Heishiro in Saga, Hizen province in 1614, renowned swordsmith second 
generation (nidai) Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai (first generation) 
Tadayoshi at the tender age of ten.  Guided by his father and other great smiths such as shodai 
Masahiro and Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over leadership of the school at the age of nineteen when 
his father died in 1632.   
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Tadahiro then changed his name from Hashimoto Heishiro to Hashimoto Shinsaemon. Curiously, it 
is understood that his new name appears on a family document pledging to the shogunate that 
the Hashimoto family would not sell swords for export to foreign countries. 
 
As head of the Tadayoshi School, second generation Tadahiro always signed his name Tadahiro 
and never Tadayoshi.   In July of 1641, only nine years after taking over the Tadayoshi School, he 
was given the honorific title of Omi Daijo.  He was only 28.  
 
Nidai Tadahiro died at the age of 81 in the sixth year of Genroku era or 1693.  His works span an 
incredible 60 years.  The sheer quantity and quality of his work makes him one of the most 
prized artisans, legendary among Hizen smiths.  He is ranked Jojo-saku, a highly superior smith. 
 
 
We are delighted to offer a genuine samurai daisho from the heart of the Edo period with the two 
swords having been crafted by this leading swordsmith.  The word daisho is combination of dai 
meaning ‘long/large’ (the katana) and sho ‘short/small’ (the wakizashi).  The daisho was the 
official dress code for the samurai. 
 
Both swords feature Tadahiro’s masterful and iconic suguha hamon that beams like a laser over a 
jigane packed so tightly resulting in the much-desired konuka hada that resembles rice bran.  
 
The matching daisho koshirae can be best described as a party piece.  Upper echelon samurai had 
daisho for different occasions; while on duty, traditional black scabbards for formal affairs and 
even eclectic daisho on nights on the town with their favourite geisha…this is one such piece.   
 
Lacquered in black with red polka dots and bright blue tsukas (hilts) with the Ikeda damiyo kamon 
(family crest) on the two fuchi, there is a serious and playful spirit to this matching set of swords.  
It’s fun and very samurai. 
 
Needless to say, this is a rare find.  Nearly all daisho to date have been either separated long ago 
or exist in poor condition.   Both swords have NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification with 
certificates of authenticity for the koshirae and namban tsuba.  All told, this is a highly collectible 
Edo-period daisho koshirae that will forever light up any home or office.  Enjoy. 
 

 
























































