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ITEM# UJDIO02

A MATSUBA MOTOYUKI DAISHO
SIGNED, MID-EDO, BUNGO PROVINCE (KYOHO ERA: 1716-1736)

KATANA (DAI)
Swordsmith: Kawachi no Kami MOTOYUKI

Period: Middle Edo Period, Kyoho era (~1721)
Measurements: Length: 69.8cm (ubu nakago) Curvature: 1.8cm
Certificate: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (2 sword designated as Especially Precious by

the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword)

WAKIZASHI (SHO)

Swordsmith: Ki Shindaibu Sue Takada Kawachi no Kami MOTOYUKI

Measurements: Length: 49.8cm (ubu nakago) Curvature: 1.2cm

Certificate: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (2 sword designated as Especially Precious by
the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword)

Certificate #3: = NTHK-NPO Yushuto (a daisho designated as Highly Excellent by the Non-
Profit Japanese Sword Appraisal Association)

Certificate #4,5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a katana koshirae and wakizashi koshirae
designated as Important by the Non-Profit Japanese Sword Appraisal Association)

SOLD
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[Information sourced from Markus Sesko’s Nihon Shinto-shi.]

Swordsmith Motoyuki (41T) was born in 1642 in Takada, Bungo province in Kyushu. He
was the son of Shodai (first generation) Naoyuki. Motoyuki claims to be the successor of the
famous Koto-period Bungo smith Yukihira (17°F).

In the 5th year of Enpo (1677) he moved to Karatsu in Hizen province.

Motoyuki received the title Kawachi no Daijo in June 1677 and signed at that time Yukiharu.
Shortly thereafter he changed his name to Yukihira and in later years he also signed with the
honorary title Kawachi no Kami (/] 4~F), which both these swords carry.

In the seventh year of the Genroku era (1694), he went to Kyoto where the Hon ami family

bestowed upon him the character for Hon (%, Japanese reading ‘Moto’). He began to sign
with the name Motoyuki.

Motoyuki studied Soshu techniques from Tsunahiro (fffl)~) and returned to his home
province where he took the name Bungo Taro [Ki-Shindaibu] (‘5-1% KER).

In his later years he signed the the character for Moto in such a way that looked like pine
needles (matsuba) earning him yet another nickname, Matsuba-Motoyuki.

Both swords in this daisho are signed in this unique fashion.

While a pure daisho may comprise of swords by the same
swordsmith with exactly matching saya, tsuba, fuchi
kashira, and menuki, the reality was different for the
majority of Samurai.

This particular daisho started with one of the swords, likely
the wakizashi, already stored in beautiful koshirae.

Then, years later, the same Samurai acquired another sword

by Motoyuki and built a complimenting koshirae for the

second sword ‘to match' as best he could to form his very own

unique Motoyuki Daisho. A Samurai with his Daisho

It is a most splendid daisho by a remarkably free-spirited man who spent a lifetime of
adventure in constant pursuit of knowledge and personal betterment.

Now, it’s up to the next family to safeguard this exceptional piece of Japanese history for the
many years ahead.

The following pages contain images and background information of the Matsuba Motoyuki
daisho and the many stories and hidden messages contained within the fittings themselves.

There is much to treasure and enjoy.
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