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ITEM#  PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE    CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka484      3 A YASUTSUGU KATANA   70.1     Tokubetsu Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujdi014    31 SUKESADA/YASUNAGA DAISHÔ 64/41 TokuHo & Hozon  Muromachi (1394~1550)  SOLD 
ujta065    71 A SUKEMUNE TANTÔ    22.3 Tokubetsu Hozon  Tenbun (1532~1555)  SOLD 
ujka466    91 A KO-KONGOBYÔE KATANA 74.1 Tokubetsu Hozon  Enbun (1356~1361)  SOLD 
ujka502   115 A KO-MIHARA KATANA  69.9 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Eitoku (1381~1384)     SOLD 
ujka509   140 A NAGAMICHI KATANA 73.9 NBTHK Hozon  Genji (August 1864)  SOLD 
ujdi017   153 YOSHIKADO/MICHITOKI DAISHÔ 71/51 Tokubetsu Hozon  x 2 Shintô (1661~1711)   SOLD 
ujka495   193 A SUKESADA KATANA    70.3 NBTHK Hozon x 2 Tenbun (August 1555)  SOLD 
ujta069   225 A KANENORI TANTÔ    27.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Tenbun (1532~1570)  SOLD 
 
 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Every sword in this catalogue has been sold, and these pages are our 
permanent reference record. We hope you enjoy browsing them, and that 
they give you a feel for the quality of swords we find for our clients. 
 
We respect the leap of personal faith it takes to commit to a sword from 
photos and descriptions. It is our promise to answer all your questions, 
so you feel completely confident that your sword is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. All Unique Japan swords are guaranteed 
authentic and come with a 3-day worry free inspection period upon 
arrival at your home. 
 
We acquire swords regularly and can source pieces for collectors 
seeking a specific smith or school. Please contact me to be informed of 
our latest arrivals and to join our VIP emailing list. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 
 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (on whatsapp & signal / british time) 
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item# ujka484           sold 
     

A SANDAI YASUTSUGU KATANA   
signed, shintô period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  (Aoi-mon) Yasutsugu Nanban-tetsu o motte Bushû Edo kore o tsukuru (Edo sandai) 
Measurements: Length: 70.1cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.9cm    Moto-haba: 3.02cm    Weight: 790g 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged mokume, itame with a dark jigane, ji-nie and plenty of chikei  
Hamon:  Bright chû-suguha with notare, uchinoke, niju-ba, sunagashi, ko-ashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
 
This striking katana is by third generation Yasutsugu, forged with Nanban-tetsu in Edo during the 
Kanbun period. The cutting edge measures a classic jô-sun of 70.1cm with a finely forged itame and 
mokume-hada with ji-nie and plentiful chikei. A bright suguha hamon with brushed sunagashi and 
impressive kinsuji can be enjoyed quietly under the light. A spectacular Edo-period koshirae 
features gorgeous depictions of chidori birds inlaid in abalone shell.  Chidori translates to "one 
thousand birds" as they typically migrate in huge groups to Japan at the end of the rainy season 
battling head winds, rain and waves. Thus these little forces of nature symbolize gritty 
determination.  A marvellous fuchi-kashira with golden waves attributed to master Teruhide of the 
famed Ômori school is also a great feast for the eyes. This is a brilliant samurai katana from the 
illustrious Yasutsugu school that will shine brightly in a lucky person's Japanese sword collection. 







http://www.uniquejapan.com/ujka484-video
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item# ujdi014           sold 
     

A SUKESADA / YASUNAGA DAISHÔ   
signed, kotô muromachi period (1394~1428 & 1500~1550) 
 
Swordsmiths: Osafune Sukesada (祐定, katana) & Osafune Yasunaga (康永, wakizashi) 
Measurements (k): Length: 64.5cm (suriage)   Sori: 2.73cm   Moto-haba: 2.78cm Weight: 595g  
Measurements (w): Length: 41.8cm (suriage)   Sori: 0.3cm     Moto-haba: 2.51cm   Weight: 255g  
Jihada:  Well-forged itame and nagare-hada with chikei and utsuri especially on wakizashi  
Hamon:  Ko-midare based on suguha, bright nioguchi, kinsuji, yo, hakikake bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (wakizashi is Especially Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (katana is Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificates #3-6:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fk, kogai/kozuka, koshirae designated Authentic) 
Rankings:   Chûjô-saku & Wazamono (Yasunaga ranked above average, made sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya x 2, daishô koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
 
Here is a brilliant daishô formed of Muromachi period Bizen Osafune school swords by Sukesada 
and Yasunaga. The Sukesada katana is gloriously curved, with a jihada of itame mixed with mokume 
that stands out prominently. The wakizashi by Yasunaga, son of Ôei era master Yasumitsu, features 
abundant activity with a particularly bright nioiguchi. The daishô koshirae follows formal samurai 
daishô attire with shakudô fittings that display a powerful theme of dragons resulting in immense 
spiritual protection to the swords. There is fine energy channelled into this daishô, two war veterans 
from the Muromachi period now firmly in retirement, but always on the ready if ever called upon. 









https://uniquejapan.com/ujdi014-video
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item# ujta065            sold 
    

A SUKEMUNE TANTÔ   
signed, sue-kotô late muromachi period (tenbun era: 1532~1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Shimada Sukemune (shodai, 1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 22.3cm (ubu)  Moto-haba: 2.48cm   Weight: 135g 
Jihada:  Itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright gunome-chôji-midare with with hitatsura, tobiyaki in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (soroi kanagu,kozuka and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
This striking tantô was crafted by Shimada Sukemune, an eminent swordsmith active in the mid-
16th century, during the Tenbun to Eiroku eras of the late Muromachi period. Based in Shimada of 
Suruga province, he flourished under the rule of the Imagawa clan, contributing significantly to the 
development of the Shimada school.  This sharp tantô features a well-forged itame-hada mixed 
with mokume, complemented by a bright, lively hamon of gunome and chôji-midare. Its wide 
hirazukuri (flat-shaped) displays a flamboyant hitatsura ‘all-over’ hardening that has made Sôshu-
den works particularly desirable over the centuries.  Sword is complimented with a regal aikuchi 
kiku-mon (chrysanthemum) koshirae with matching plant design celebrating longevity in life.  The 
saya is tastefully decorated with a charming sprinkling of mother-of-pearl.  All told this is a vibrant, 
energetic tantô from the late Muromachi period with plenty of nihontô character to cherish. 
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item# ujka466           sold 
   

A KO-KONGOBYÔE [MORITAKA] KATANA   
unsigned, chû-kotô nambokuchô period (enbun era: 1356~1361) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikuzen Ko-Kongobyôe [Moritaka] Katana 
Measurements: Length: 74.1cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.17cm   Weight: 940g 
Jihada: Well-forged standing out itame-hada mixed with mokume-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Bright hoso-suguha with ko-midare, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, menuki and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Daruma koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
 
This Nambokuchô period powerhouse of a katana has been certified to the Ko-Kongôbyôe school 
with the NTHK-NPO organization awarding the blade with Yûshûsaku and attributing the blade 
to swordsmith Moritaka. The Kongôbyôe smiths were highly respected for the harmonization of 
technical skill and spiritual discipline, embodying the ethos of warrior-monks.  Jihada lovers will 
appreciate the standing out itame interspersed with mokume, and lively chikei. The hamon is a suguha 
base with small midare elements, enhanced by visible kinsuji and sunagashi. Its commanding Edo-
period koshirae features fittings adorned with Buddhist motifs such as a vajra-hilted ken and the 
watchful eye of Daruma, evoking the school’s mountain origins, spiritual resolve and stoic strength.  









































Bodhidharma, known in Japan as Daruma Daishi, was a 5th–6th century Indian monk 
credited with bringing Zen Buddhism to China and, by extension, to East Asia. A symbol 
of unwavering spiritual focus and perseverance, he is often portrayed as a stern, bearded 
figure in deep meditation.

In Japanese culture, Bodhidharma inspired the creation of the Daruma doll — a round, red, 
limbless figure weighted at the bottom to return upright when tilted. This design reflects 
the Zen teaching of resilience: “Fall seven times, rise eight.” The Daruma doll has become 
a popular symbol of determination, goal-setting, and recovery, embodying the same stoic 
spirit that made Daruma Daishi a revered icon among monks and warriors alike.

Daruma Daishi Daruma doll

Kashira 
depicting Daruma 
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item# ujka502           SOLD 
     

A KO-MIHARA KATANA  
unsigned, nambokuchô period (eitoku era: 1381~1384) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ko-Mihara School (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm   Curvature: 1.6cm   Moto-haba: 2.74cm   Weight: 700g 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged itame, mokume and nagare-hada with exquisite chikei 
Hamon: Wide suguha with bright nioguchi, deep nioi and ko-nie with kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate:  59th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (designated as an Important sword) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (Ko-Mihara Masahiro is ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, kit, booklet, description 
 
 
Ko-Mihara refers to the Mihara school that flourished in Bingo province (present-day Hiroshima) 
from the late Kamakura to the Nanbokuchô periods. Bingo province was renowned for producing 
high-quality iron and the strong reflection of the Yamato tradition is a result of the migration of 
skilled Yamato smiths to the region. This samurai sword is a classic beauty - an elegant masterpiece 
from the Ko-Mihara school that will appeal to the discerning collector with an eye for quality and 
keen detail.  The wide suguha-hamon beaming over its exquisitely forged jihada is blessed with 
bountiful chikei and kinsuji displaying a quiet confidence. The NBTHK summed it up brilliantly in 
the sword's jûyô tôken zufu certificate stating ‘the dignified form [of this sword] carries a sense of strength, 
while the minute activities along the edge offer refined taste and quiet beauty.'  That is exactly right. 







https://uniquejapan.com/ujka502-video
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item# ujka509                sold 
     

A HACHIDAI NAGAMICHI KATANA   
signed & dated, shinshintô period (genji era: february 1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ôshû Aizu-jû Miyoshi Nagamichi (奥州会津住三善長,8th gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 73.9cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 2.82cm   Weight: 635g 
Jihada:  Nagare-hada mixed with itame-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Gunome-midare mixed with tobiyaki, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chujô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 
 
This long and very curvy katana is by hachidai (eighth-generation) Miyoshi Nagamichi, a member 
of a prestigious lineage of swordsmiths that served the Aizu clan from the early Edo period through 
the Meiji era.  Hachidai served as official smith to the Matsudaira family of the Aizu domain, 
eventually earning the title of Aizu Katana-kaji Tôryô  - Head of the Aizu Swordsmiths.  This sword 
bears a nakago date inscription from the first year of the Genji era (February 1864) - just four years 
before the Boshin War, which would bring the Aizu domain to its tragic end and close the Edo 
period entirely. This sword was the property of a former police officer who is now a retired iaidô 
(drawing sword) master and was used for decades.  Minor scratches and natural patina has formed 
on the word from actual use.  The accompanying koshirae also carries the weight of years of genuine 
training. The tsuka (hilt) in particular has developed a unique character from decades of being 
gripped.  A brilliant set of koshirae that balances quiet beauty with honest, rugged practicality. 
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item# ujdi017           sold 
     

A YOSHIKADO / MICHITOKI DAISHÔ   
signed, shintô edo period (kanbun: 1661-1673 & hôei: 1704-1711) 
 
Swordsmiths: Seki Zenjô Yoshikado (katana) & Aizu Michitoki (wakizashi) 
Measurements (k): Length: 71.0cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm   Moto-haba: 3.18cm   Weight: 760g  
Measurements (w): Length: 51.3cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.3cm     Moto-haba: 2.9cm   Weight: 540g  
Jihada:  Well-forged itame and nagare-hada with plentiful chikei 
Hamon:  Gunome-midare, bright nioguchi, kinsuji, yô, yahazuba, long ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (wakizashi/katana Especially Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificate #3: NBTHK Hozon (daishô tsuba is Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificates #4-8:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (fk, kozuka, koshirae, 2 x menuki designated Authentic) 
Ranking:   Jô-saku & Wazamono (Yoshikado ranked a superior smith, made sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya x 2, daishô koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
This brilliant daishô consists of a katana by Musashi no Kami Yoshikado paired with a wakizashi 
by Wakasa no Kami Michitoki. Yoshikado was active in the Mito domain of Hitachi province from 
the Kan'ei era (1624~1644) through the Enpô era, while Michitoki flourished around the Shôtoku era. 
Two smiths, different generations, brought together in one magnificent union.  A wonderful 
custom daishô koshirae,  produced by Unique Japan, is unified throughout in black, its most 
distinctive feature the togidashi-zame, polished ray-skin, that wraps the lower portion of each saya 
with quiet elegance. The matching copper ganseki habaki, the paired Aizu Shôami iron tsuba, the 
stunning crane and tortoise menuki, and the kozuka bearing a design of Mount Fuji together form 
an ensemble that is as culturally rich as it is inviting. A daishô worthy of the name. 
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item# ujka495           sold 
     

A SUKESADA KATANA   
signed & dated, sue-kotô late muromachi (tenbun era: Aug 1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no kuni jû Osafune Sukesada saku (備前国住長船祐定作) 
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (ubu)   Sori: 2.0cm    Moto-haba: 3.01cm   Weight: 800g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with mokume-hada with midare-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Fine mixture of gunome-chôji-midare with suguha, sunagashi, kinsuji and yô  
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and koshirae Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
 

This blade was crafted by Osafune Sukesada of Bizen, a region that led the nation in both quality 
and quantity of production. It is said that as much as seventy percent of all surviving masterwork 
blades originated from Bizen.  This curvy katana has been dated to August 1555, toward the end 
of the Muromachi period, well into the turmoil of the violent Sengoku jidai. This sword retains its 
ubu-nakago and a length exceeding 70 cm and a healthy weight of 800g. The hamon is a gunome-
chôji-midare with a bright nioiguchi, accompanied by sunagashi, kinsuji and falling leaves of yô. Its 
brilliant Edo-period koshirae features a saya lacquered in black with a lovely 'wrinkled' shibo-gawa 
finish, fitted with a matching set of fittings, while the tsuka is wrapped in the classic manner over 
white samekawa with a superb black-lacquered leather, a colour scheme that reads as formal yet 
represents lavish workmanship for its period. The tsuba is decorated with twin dragons and the 
menuki depict a set of well-crafted shishi. Both the blade and koshirae come with NBTHK Hozon 
Certificates. This is a fine samurai sword that will fairly soon celebrate its 500th birthday. 
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item# ujta069           sold 
     

A KANENORI TANTÔ   
signed, kotô late muromachi (tenbun~eiroku eras: 1532~1570) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kanenori (兼法, shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 27.6cm   Sori: 0.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.39cm   Weight: 150g 
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada with nagare-hada, icy ji-nie, plenty of chikei 
Hamon: Spectacular hitatsura hamon in gunome-midare, kinsuji, sunagashi & mega tobiyaki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira & kozuka certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
 
This special tantô is signed by Shodai Kanenori – a master Mino-den swordsmith active during the 
Tenbun to Eiroku eras known for his tantô and extended sunnobi tantô.  Kanenori travelled from 
Mino to Echizen by way of a special invitation in 1536 from Asakura Takakage. Kanenori went on to 
lead the forming of the Echizen-Seki school. The sword’s spectacular Sôshû-inspired  hitatsura hamon  
is composed of a bright gunome-midare with impressive islands of tobiyaki scattered across the 
blade. The beautiful accompanying koshirae is finished in aogai-mijin-nuri, decorated with lovely 
kurikata and saguri and features a hilt is carved and lacquered black with golden shisa lion menuki. 
The Gotô family and Shoami school fittings confirm this was a piece intended for private, high-
ranking use. All told, this is a wonderful Mino-den tantô that will surely delight its new caretaker.  







https://uniquejapan.com/ujta069-video
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 
 

 
 

This catalogue is dedicated to my friend and close client, David. 
Pictured here is ujta069 – A Kanenori Tantô proudly being displayed in his home. 

Our long conversations on life and Japanese swords will stay with me always.  
You are deeply missed, David. 

 
 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   

 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
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