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ANTIQUE ]APANESE
SWORDS FOR SALE vorume 43)

RELEASED: JANUARY 30, 2025

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN DESCRIPTIONS AND IMAGES
OF GENUINE ANTIQUE JAPANESE SWORDS THAT WERE SOLD IN
CATALOGUE 43. THIS IS A REFERENCE DOCUMENT.,

PLEASE CONTACT ME AT SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM TO
BECOME INFORMED ON OUR LATEST ACQUISITIONS AND YOUR
NAME WILL BE ADDED TO OUR VIP EMAILING LIST.

WE HAVE SERVICE OFFICES IN TOKYO, JAPAN AND NEAR
LONDON, ENGLAND.

EACH SWORD CAN BE LEGALLY OWNED AND EXPORTED
OUTSIDE OF JAPAN. ALL SWORDS HAVE CERTIFICATION PAPERS
(ORIGAMI) SUCH AS FROM NBTHK AND/OR THE NTHK-NPO.

THANK YOU,

// PABLO KUNTZ
X y FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

UNIQUE JAPAN, FINE ART DEALER
ANTIQUES LICENSE ISSUED BY MEGURO CITY
TOKYO, JAPAN (N0O.303291102398)

FEEL THE HISTORY."
UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
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Hi everyone,

2025 is off to the races, and I trust you are in great spirits. Big moments all over the world. It's so
easy to get distracted with it all, and emotions can run real hot. I'll be honest, I don’t wish to pour
oil on any fire. The only oil I am interested in is the Fujishiro oil that helps preserves Japanese
swords. ;) Seriously, sit back, grab a drink and cozy up to Catalogue 43, as this is a special one!

We kick off the catalogue with a challenge. A brilliant shinté period katana by Higo no Kami
Kuniyasu that is in shirasaya only. I completely understand that most clients prefer to have a sword
with koshirae, but I absolutely urge you to consider this sword as this samurai sword stands on its
own. A traditional sashikomi polish was given to this fine blade that brought out its gorgeous
gunome-choji-midare with kobushigata choji hamon magnificently well. And the blade was also
sharpened to razor sharp edge affirming Kuniyasu's well-deserved 6-wazamono ranking. Two
certificates accompany this katana, NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and Yiishiisaku (Masterwork), the
highest honours at the NTHK-NPO at the past December 2024 shinsa. Sword has sayagaki potential
with Tanobe-sensei and would make for a superb custom koshirae project too.

Next up, we travel back to the mid-1300s to a commanding katana by jo-saku and ryo~wazamono
swordsmith Omiya Morikage that embodies the warrior spirit of the Nambokuché period. There is
so much to love about this sword! The blade's impressive width and 6-kissaki tip reveal its origins
as a formidable 6-dachi, originally approaching 90cm in length. Its striking gunome-midare hamon
surges dramatically along the steel, accompanied by a brilliant midare-utsuri reflecting the traits of
classic Bizen tradition of the kotd period. The blade’s elegant custom koshirae features an
intimidating demon tsuba by Mogarachi Soten, exquisite fuchi-kashira signed by Goté Mitsutomo, and
lovely bonsai tree menuki, all wrapped in pristine white silk with high-class jabaramaki braiding,.
This sword is also certified with Tokubetsu Hozon and NTHK-NPO Yiishiisaku (Masterwork).

We zip forward to the 1600s to a handsome katana by Yukimitsu of the shinto Takada school. What
makes this sword collectible is that a variety of traditions can be enjoyed all in this one sword. The
blade's wide shinogi-ji and nagare-hada demonstrates a robust Yamato influence, while the hamon
displays Mino characteristics featuring a togari-gunome and yahazu-ba blended with Bizen and
Osaka-shinto elements - even y0 in the yaki-ba reflects Yamashiro aesthetics. There is also a kirikomi
(battle scar) on the mune suggesting that this sword has seen combat in its day. The sword's late
Edo period koshirae has a real samurai feel with classic iron fittings and matching swirling gold
arabesque motifs. The tsuka features a unique linen-wrapped hanabishi pattern that speaks to
Japan's nobility class. This is an ideal katana for the new Japanese sword (nihonto) collector.

Once in a while, a sword so special comes to Unique Japan that it’s hard to express in words the
aura and cultural importance that it represents. The following sword is an exceptional Tokubetsu
Jayo katana (the highest level of certification from the NBTHK) from the warring Nambokuché
period that is attributed to Kenché (also known as Kanenaga), the celebrated pupil of Chogi. The
blade represents a masterful blend of Bizen and Séshii traditions, exemplifying the rare and coveted
Soden Bizen style of workmanship. The cover page of this catalogue is a close-up of the nakago that
was gold-inlaid with kinzogan-mei and it comes with origami from Hon'ami Kéyii dated to 1753,
assessing its value at 15 gold coins. That same year, the ninth shogun Tokugawa Ieshige presented
this actual katana as a gift to Lord Asano Munetsune upon his succession as head of the Asano clan.
This is a precious sword worthy of a place amongst the most prestigious nihonto collections and it
comes with my highest recommendation. Please ask me directly for the price and shipping plan.

Although Kenché may be a hard act to follow, another thrilling addition to the catalogue is a
remarkable daisho that pairs a katana by fourth generation Tadayoshi with a wakizashi by second
generation Tadahiro, both masters of the renowned Tadayoshi school of Hizen province. The blades
display graceful curvature, adorned with a vivid gunome-chéji-midare hamon, which, on the
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wakizashi, extends brilliantly towards the shinogi. Outstanding horimono also evokes deep spiritual
power. An exquisite daishé koshirae with a split-lacquer design and an incredible pair of dragonfly
tsubas along with rain dragon motifs and cloisonné enamel is a samurai tour de force. Both swords
and the daisho koshirae have been awarded NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification. We even have
a copy of a handwritten note that the samurai owner documented; charting both swords and all
the beautiful fittings he acquired to form the daisho along with the prices that he paid. So cool!

Swordsmith Kanegishi (also read Kanekishi) is our next katana in the catalogue. Kanegishi worked
in Seki city in Mino province about five hundred years ago during the Kydroku era in the turbulent
Muromachi period, circa 1528~1532. If you are seeking a long sword (74.5cm) that has almost
certainly seen battle, then consider claiming this blade. This is a very sharp and sturdy Sue-Seki
katana that carries an eye-catching kenbo-midare hamon that pays tribute to first generation Kanefusa
about a century earlier. Its handsome koshirae features an iron tsuba adorned with a suhama motif,
thoughtfully chosen to complement the blade's swirling hamon pattern which evokes the natural
curves of a sandbar. The unique diamond-shaped renbishi fuchi-kashira from the famed Yoshioka
school gives the sword an armoured presence. Very few signed examples of Kanegishi katana are
in existence making this formidable Sue-Seki katana a fine discovery indeed.

For those wanting to add a very special cutting test sword to your collection, then this next katana
must be placed on your radar. This magnificent katana by shodai Ietada of Kaga province, bears
a gold-inlaid tameshigiri inscription that states that the blade severed through two bodies in a single
stroke before embedding in the earthen testing ground. Through extensive research performed by
my Operations Manager Ayumu Ogusu, we discovered that the tester, Miyai Rokubei, was a samurai
of the Kaga domain, listed as an archer on a document he found from 1670. The blade is also
documented in Kashil Shinté Shii, a notable reference book on Kaga’s top shinté period smiths. The
hamon is a brilliant gunome-choji midare pattern featuring distinctive 'tadpole' formations called
kawazu no ko-chéji made famous by Bizen Moriie during the golden Kamakura age. The sword is
further mounted in an elegant Edo period handachi-koshirae - this is a katana of pure samurai class.

Our final sword is a delightful tanté by Enju Nobukatsu that shares qualities of the classic Enju
school that dates back to the Kamakura period in the Kikuchi area of Higo province in Kyiishii. It
features a wavy ayasugi hada and a bright suguha hamon that splits into niju-ba in a very Yamato-den
manner. Several river-like veins of kinsuji flow through the hamon most impressively as well. Its
wonderful koshirae is certified to the late Edo period with menuki depicting Hotei, the Japanese
god of contentment and happiness, guardian of children. He has such a cheerful face and a big
belly - widely recognised as the Laughing Buddha. For a small blade, this sword packs a punch and
definitely carries positive energy. Nobukatsu is ranked chiijo-saku, an above average smith, and
there is a good chance this sword can be upgraded to NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon. UJ will assist.

Thank you for all your passion, trust and confidence in our ability to serve you in this wonderful
world of Japanese samurai swords. It means a lot to me and the team.

I wish you and your family a healthy and prosperous year ahead!

// Pablo Kuntz

" A January 2025
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INDEX OF JAPANESE SWORDS

ITEM# PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE CM CERTIFICATE ERA /PERIOD PRICE
ujka426 8 A KUNIYASU KATANA 70.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673) SOLD
ujka451 27 A MORIKAGE KATANA 724 Tokubetsu Hozon Joji (1361~1368) SOLD
ujka460 57 A YUKIMITSU KATANA 68.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Enp6 (1673~1681) SOLD
ujka455 86 A KENCHO KATANA 71.0 Tokubetsu Jtyo Joji (1361~1368) SOLD
ujdi013 114 TADAYOSHI/TADAHIRO DAISHO  70/40  Tokubetsu Hozon x 3 Keian (1648~1688) SOLD
ujka467 163 A KANEGISHI KATANA 74.5 NBTHK Hozon Kyéroku (1528~1532) SOLD
ujka469 188  ANIETADA KATANA 70.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Joo (1652~1655) SOLD
ujta062 218 A NOBUKATSU TANTO 20.9 NBTHK Hozon Bunky (1861~1864) SOLD

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit:
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan

TO ONLINE VISITORS AROUND THE WORLD...

WELCOME! WE COMPLETELY RESPECT THE FACT IT TAKES A HUGE LEAP OF
PERSONAL FAITH IN US TO COMMIT TO A PARTICULAR SWORD(S) GIVEN THE
RELIANCE ON PHOTOS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR SUCH A HIGHLY VALUED ITEM.

[T IS OUR PROMISE TO ADDRESS ALL YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE BEST OF OUR
ABILITY. IT'S IMPORTANT TO US THAT YOU FEEL COMPLETELY CONFIDENT
THAT THE SWORD YOU CHOOSE (AND CHOOSES YOU) IS DESTINED FOR YOUR
FAMILY TO CHERISH AND PRESERVE.

PLEASE TAKE REASSURANCE THAT ALL SWORDS FROM UNIQUE JAPAN ARE
GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC AND COME WITH A 3-DAY WORRY FREE
INSPECTION PERIOD UPON ARRIVAL TO YOUR HOME.

WE ACQUIRE SWORDS ON A REGULAR BASIS AND CAN SOURCE SWORDS FOR
COLLECTORS SEEKING A SPECIFIC SMITH AND/OR SCHOOL. PLEASE INQUIRE
ABOUT OUR LATEST ARRIVALS THAT MAY NOT BE LISTED IN THE CATALOGUE.

ALSO, BE SURE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE TRAVELLING TO TOKYO AS WE CAN
BOOK A PRIVATE MEETING TOGETHER AT OUR STUDIO IN MEGURO.

DOMO ARIGATO,
PABLO
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RECENTLY SOLD...

(ONE OF MASAMUNE
FURTHER DETAILS TO COME IN A FUTURE CATALOGUE

LENGTH: 72.4CM
28TH NBTHK TOKUBETSU JUYO TOKEN
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CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
JAPANESE SWORDS

RELEASED: JANUARY 30, 2025 TO VIP CLIENTS ONLY

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN DESCRIPTIONS OF AUTHENTIC
JAPANESE SWORDS THAT WERE SOLD IN CATALOGUE 43.

PLEASE CONTACT ME AT SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM FOR
FURTHER IMAGES AND INFORMATION INTO ITEMS OF INTEREST.

ALL SWORDS ARE OFFERED ON A "FIRST-SERIOUS-HOLD-REQUEST,
FIRST SERVED BASIS. EVEN IF AN ITEM IS LISTED AS BEING “‘ON
HOLD”, REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AS IT MAY COME AVAILABLE.

SWORDS MAY BE PURCHASED OVER A NUMBER OF MONTHS IF
REQUIRED, PLEASE INQUIRE FOR DETAILS. DESCRIPTIONS AND
AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

THANK YOU,

(U
X

SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
+44 7954 102 277
(MOBILE ON ‘SIGNAL & WHATSAPP' / BRITISH TIME)

PABLO KUNTZ
FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

PHOTOS TAKEN FOR UNIQUE JAPAN.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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ITEM# UJKA426

A KUNIYASU KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (KANBUN ERA: 1661~1673)

Swordsmith: Higo no Kami Kuniyasu (1st gen.)

Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (ubu) Sori: 1.5cm  Moto-haba: 3.14cm  Weight: 820g
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with ji-nie, chikei

Hamon: Gorgeous gunome-choji-midare with kobushigata choji, kinsuji and komaru-boshi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yshtisaku (as sword designated as Masterwork)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: O-wazamono (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD (with custom koshirae in process)

This is a highly collectible shinté period katana by first generation Higo no Kami Kuniyasu from
Settsu province. Kuniyasu is the third son of shodai Kunisuke who first studied under the great
Horikawa Kunihiro in Kyoto. A traditional sashikomi polish was given to this fine sword to deliver a
more classical finish which brought out the full beauty of its absolutely gorgeous gunome-choji-
midare with kobushigata choji hamon and long ashi that stretch magnificently toward the cutting edge.
The blade was also sharpened to an exceptionally keen edge affirming Kuniyasu’s well-deserved
0-wazamono ranking. Two certificates accompany this katana, NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and
Yishiisaku (Masterwork), the highest honours at the NTHK-NPO. This sword has sayagaki
potential with Tanobe-sensei and would definitely make for a superb custom koshirae project too.



Kissaki: 411cm
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Saki-kasane: 4.3mm Saki-haba: 2:30em

Nagasa: /0.3cm

Moto-kasane: 6./mm

Sori: 150cm
Nakago: 18 4cm
]
Omosa: 820g
Moto-haba: 314cm
; . Mekugi-ana: 1
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This is a highly collectible shinté period katana by first
generation Higo no Kami Kuniyasu from Settsu
province, modern day Osaka. Born Kobayashi
Genzaemon, Kuniyasu is the third son of shodai
Kunisuke (founder the Kunisuke school) who first
studied under the great Horikawa Kunihiro in Kyéto,

Kuniyasu's workmanship is similar to that of his older
brother, second generation Kunisuke, with a
spectacular gunome-chéji-midare and fist-shaped
clusters of clove blossom buds known as kobushigata
chéji. Long ashi also stretch magnificently to the
cutting edge.

A traditional sashikomi polish was given to this fine
blade to deliver a more ‘classical finish” without the use
of hadori that can exaggerate the contrast of the
hamon and body of the blade.

The blade was also sharpened to an exceptionally keen
edge. Kuniyasu is renowned as an &-wazamono
(supreme sharpness) smith, and his swords require
careful handling due to their remarkable cutting ability.

As an option for the next owner, we can take this sword
to Tanobe sensei for sayagaki services, as he will most
certainly appreciate this blade.

A custom koshirae is also an option as this sword is in
shirasaya only, and we can assist you every step of the
way. However, a blade of this quality can easily be
enjoyed as it is without koshirae,

Two certificates accompany this katana, NBTHK
Tokubetsu Hozon and Yashasaku (Masterwork), the
highest honours at the NTHK-NPO achieving an

tremendous score of 83/100 at the past December
2024 shinsa in Tokyo.




Title: Higo no Kami (Lord of Higo province)
Swordsmith: Kuniyasu (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

AE (H)

1% (go, no)

5F (Kami)

(Kuni)

)% (yasu)




Crisp file marks.
Nakago is in excellent condition.

(ura, reverse)

ha agari kurijiri nakago-jiri
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the Bth year of Reiwa (2023), December 15th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Higo no Kami Kuniyasu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu (/0.3cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yashasaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

Katana

Mei (signature)
Higo no Kami Kuniyasu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kore ari (/0.3cm)

Issued in 6th year of Reiwa (2024), December 15th

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPO.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.

**Yashdsaku certificate comes with a frame-able A3 photo of the sword as well.









A crisp and clean round ko-maru béshi.

Standing tall.




razor sharp

When we acquired this Kuniyasu katana, we saw
great potential. We thus invested in a traditional
sashikomi polish to deliver a more ‘classical finish’
without the use of hadori that can exaggerate the
contrast of the hamon and body of the blade. A
chéji-midare hamon works well in sashikomi when
performed well.

We also organized professional sharpening of the
hasaki (edge of the blade) to make it extra razor
sharp.  Kuniyasu is ranked 6-wazamono for the
supreme sharpness of his swords and now the katana
absolutely reflects this keen reputation.



A brilliant gunome-chéji-midare hamon
blossoms the course of the blade.

Note the consistency in the hamon, the
mark of a superior smith.

#S



Long ashi (legs) extend to the edge of the blade.

Beautiful.



kobushigata chéji hamon
Fist-shaped clusters of clove

blossom buds

o 13

Kuniyasu's older brother Kawachi no
Kami Kunisuke pioneered a unique choji
midare known as kobushigata chéji, or
"fist-shaped"” clove blossoms.

On the right is an oshigata (rubbing)
excerpt from Nihon Shinto Jiten written
by Fujishiro that highlights this distinctive
hamon by second gen. Kunisuke who is
known as ‘Naka Kawachi."




Osaka yakidashi, where the
hamon jets out at the start.




kinsuiji

This katana is currently in shirasaya only, no koshirae.
As an option for the next owner, we can take this sword
to Tanobe sensei for sayagaki services, as he will most
certainly appreciate this blade.

A custom koshirae is also an option of course, and we
can assist you every step of the way. However, a blade of
this quality can easily be enjoyed as it is without koshirae.



Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

sayagaki potential

gold habaki with

diagonal file marks




This is the original torokusho (registration card) for the Kuniyasu katana.

The card was registered in the 2/th year of Showa (1952),

This is significant as 1952 was the very first year that swords were formally
registered in Japan. Many former Daimyo families were invited to submit their
collections suggesting this blade was once held by a prominent family.

The serial number is just 2379, one of the very first swords registered in Japan.



Recently Completed Custom Koshirae

ujkad

A Koyama Munetsugu Katana
Dated 1862, at the age of 60
Ryé-guruma tameshigiri cutting test
Nagasa: 75.6cm

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Warrior themed koshirae with gold flakes on scabbard
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ITEM# UJKA451

A MORIKAGE KATANA

UNSIGNED, CHU-KOTO PERIOD (JOJI ERA: 1361~1368)

Swordsmith: Omiya Morikage (1st gen.)

Measurements: Length: 72.4cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.lcm Moto-haba: 2.97cm Weight: 820¢g
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada with ji-nie, chikei and midare-utsuri

Hamon: Spectacular whips of gunome-midare with deep kinsuji and midare-boshi

Certificate #1-2:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and fk Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #3: NTHK-NPO Yshtsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork)
Certificates #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba and koshirae designated Authentic)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: Ryo6-wazamond (rated as a maker of highly sharp swords)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This commanding katana by jé-saku and ryé-wazamono swordsmith Omiya Morikage embodies the
warrior spirit of the Nambokuchoé period. The blade's impressive width and o-kissaki tip reveal its
origins as a formidable 0-dachi, originally approaching 90cm in length. Its striking gunome-midare
hamon surges dramatically along the steel, accompanied by a brilliant midare-utsuri reflecting the
traits of classic Bizen tradition of the kotd period. The blade’s elegant custom koshirae features an
intimidating demon tsuba by Mogarachi Soten, exquisite fuchi-kashira signed by Goto Mitsutomo, and
lovely bonsai tree menuki, all wrapped in pristine white silk with high-class jabaramaki braiding.



Kissaki: 5.03cm

N
N

Saki-kasane: BImm

Saki-haba: 215cm

Nagasa: /24cm

Moto-kasane: 6.8mm

Sori: 110cm
Nakago: 20.8cm

Omosa: 820g

Moto-haba: 297cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




Swordsmith Kunimori is regarded as the founder of the
Bizen Omiya school. He was active circa 1260 during
the mid-Kamakura period. Two theories exist on
origins of the name; one suggests that Kunimori came
from Inokuma Omiya in Yamashiro province - the
other states he travelled to the Omiya district of Bizen.

The majority of the swords we find today from this
school are unsigned and attributed to a specific smith
or simply to the Omiya school. Morikage, Morishige
and Morokage are the more prominent swordsmiths.

The NBTHK has attributed this katana to the Omiya
school. However, both the sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei
and the NTHK-NPO Yushdsaku (masterwork)
certjficate went a step further and attributed the sword
to Omiya Morikage.

Tanobe-sensei states on the sayagaki that this sword
was crafted during the Joji era (1362~1368) in the
heart of the warring Nambokuch® period. Morikage
crafted swords have reached Jayé status as well as
prestigious Jayd Bunkazai and Jayé Bijitsuhin.

This powerhouse katana by Morikage reflects its near
/00-year-old Nambokuché time period. This is a
wide and thick sword with an 6-kissaki that would have
meant business on the battlefield.  In fact, this sword
would have originally been an imposing 6-dachi, a long
tachi with a nagasa (cutting edge) approaching 90cm.

The hamon is a striking gunome-midare that whips
high and low, dazzling the eye along the steel. There is
also a brilliant midare-utsuri that reflects this pattern in
classic koté period Bizen tradition.

A beautiful custom koshirae was built for the sword that
includes a stunning Mogarachi Séten demon tsuba, a
gorgeous signed Goté Mitsutomo fuchi-kashira and
charming bonsai tree menuki wrapped over in pure
white silk with first-class jabaramaki braiding.

Morikage is ranked as j6-saku (superior smith) and
ryb-wazamono for the enviably sharp reputation his
swords enjoyed.




O-suriage (greatly shortened)
whereby the signature on the
nakago was lost during the
katana's shortening process.

The katana was once an 6-
dachi, (very long tachi) with an
impressive original length of
well-over 80cm in nagasa.




A transition point of two ages,
before and after being shortened.

Groove extends through
the nakago (kaki-téshi).



, &Ry
b

I ‘p’«-\\\ 25\ riw j}-%;
Qv BN )

é’*
E!
=

77

144
1
%z
e
7))
%
a

39

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

ssued in the 13th year of Heisei (2001), December 25th

One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Omiya

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 9-bu jaku (72.4cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yushusaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Bishtt Omiya Morikage

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 9-bu kore ari (72 4cm)

Issued in 6th year of Reiwa (2024), December 15th

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPO.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.

**Yashdsaku certificate comes with a frame-able A3 photo of the sword as well.
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Bizen no kuni Osafune Morikage
Osafune Morikage from Bizen province
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O-suriage, unsigned
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Déké no sakuiki wa hiroku honsaku wa mottomo henka ni tomu
yamagata no gunome-midare fi o shimesu te to kanserareru.
Deki yoroshiku seisaku wa J&ji goro no nendai naran.
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This sword smith displays various characteristics in his works.
Of all his pieces, this particular blade shows one of the most
eclectic styles of gunome-midare hamon. This well-made

sword was crafted during the Joji period (1362~1368).

ERXRSThohRZ
Nagasa 2-shaku 3-sun 9-bu kore ari
Blade length /24cm

B 2= /PR TR (L BaE S (FE4T)
Shaki kinoe-uma keimei Tanzan Hendb shirusu (kad)

Written by Tanzan Hendé in the morning during the Year of the
Horse (2014) + monogram










On the ura (reverse) side of the blade are areas that are a little
rough and tired, which is completely normal given the age of the
sword. The omote side (front), however, has faired much better.

It the ura had matched the condition of the omote, this sword
would have almost certainly passed NBTHK Jayé Téken.

shingane
(core steel)

rough patch

rough patch



bo-hi

A large groove (bo-hi) was made to
lighten the blade. Parallel running soe-
bi (thinner grooves) were also added.

soe-bi




An impressive Dem long 6-kissaki (tip) speaks to the warring mid-
1300s Nambokuché period in which this sword was crafted.

Battle ready.




The bashi (hamon inside the kissaki) is a wavy midare.




A gorgeous swirly mokume-hada can be seen in the ji,
an important characteristic of Bizen tradition swords
from the Koté-period.



A spectacular hamon light show of gunome-midare that
whips from the ha-saki (cutting edge) towards the thin
soe-bi groove. Note how the midare-utsuri subtly
mimics the hamon pattern. This image captures the
beauty found in koté period swords of the Bizen tradition.

Midare-utsuri, a smokey pattern
that billows in a wavy formation
following the hamon pattern.



Incredible kinsuji tears through
the hamon like an lcebreaker.

i,




Textbook examples of sunagashi (streams of sand)
showcasing a broom line effect inside the hamon.



The beating of your heart.



Shirasaya

(protective scabbard & bag)

.ﬂ.k?L _«

P o R G o

PRI N
ﬁél n,tipi

R SR SR P AT PRSI
R R ;T\#w/ﬂ 12y

.vﬁ\nﬂa/.kz R4 Nin

gold ni-ju habaki with
straight file marks
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Kuro roiro-nuri saya

uchigatana-koshirae
(B A BB TIH)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Cratted during the
modern era.

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




Watanabe no Tsuna

The tsuba was crafted by Mogarashi Nyidé Séten

(AP AT 7% i)

The motitis referred to as "Ichijé Modoribashi"

The story goes as follows:

Watanabe no Tsuna, the leader of the big four under
Minamoto no Yorimitsu, was coming to the foot of
Modoribashi at midnight and saw a beautiful woman
standing there who asked him to take her home as she
was scared to return home late at night. Although he
considered her behaviour suspicious as a woman alone
late at night, he said yes and let her on his horse. Then the
woman suddenly transformed into a demon, grabbed
Tsuna's hair and flew away with him toward Mt. Atago.
Tsuna was able to escape by cutting the demon's arm oft
with his sword. Tsuna kept the demon's arm at his house in
Watanabe no Tsu, Settsu Province (present Chuo Ward in
Osaka), but it is said that the demon recovered it by
disguising himself as Tsuna's mother-in-law!



oten

A marvellous Mogarashi Nyidé S

tsuba depicts a demon watching overhead.

(reverse)




Enjé no zu o motte kore o horu - Kikuoka Mitsutomo + kaé
(Crafted based on the motit by Enjé - Kikuoka Mitsutomo + monogram)

LA (motte)

(Kiku) 45 E (En)

(oka) [i]
(Mitsu) J
(tomo) 1

Kikuoka Mitsutomo (%@ [if] Y&5) was born in Kanda, Edo, in
1/75. He lived in Kanda Kajicho in Edo and was a renowned
craftsman, but died early on April 22,1813, at the age of just 38.

Enjs is Gotd Enjé (1% I 3E TR )(1721-1784), also known as
Gotd Mitsutaka (1% fBE . 2F), the 13th head of the famous Goté

Family. It is assumed that this piece was created based on a
motif by Goto Enjé.

A kozuka by
Goté Enjo



Fukujusé (pheasant's eye)

Fuchi-kashira crafted by Kikuoka Mitsutomo depicting fukujusé and chimaki.

Fukujusé (pheasant's eye) is a buttercup family flower that blooms in early
spring, and cherished for its auspiciousness, symbolizing ‘rebirth.
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Chimaki is a Japanese dumpling made of various ingredients, that is wrapped in
a leaf (bamboo, banana, or reed) and steamed. In Japanese culture, chimaki, or
dumplings, are enjoyed on May 5th to celebrate Japanese Children’s Day, also
known as "kodomo no hi" and previously referred to as Boys' Day.

On this national holiday, all boys and girls across Japan are celebrated to wish
for their happiness and good health. Imitations of chimaki are used as amulets to
ward off bad luck during the Gion Festival in Kyéto.

Beautifully braided jabara-maki tsuka (hilt)
in pure white silk over black-lacquered
samekawa (ray skin).
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A fuchi-kashira designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 2nd year of Heisei (1990), October 3st
One, Fuchigashira

Depicting pheasant's eye and
rice cake wrapped in bamboo leaves

Mei (signature)
Enjé no zu o motte kore o horu
Kikuoka Mitsutomo + kaé

Shakudb with nanako ground, relief with color accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



Gorgeous menuki depict bonsai (miniature trees).

Bonsai was introduced to Japan along with Zen
Buddhism between the Heian and Kamakura

periods (794 ~1333).

The care and design of bonsai requires working with
a quiet mind - facing the plant and paying attention
to every detail. This has much in common with
meditation, an important element in Zen practice.




Koshirae bag




Watching you.
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ITEM# UJKA460

A YUKIMITSU KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (ENPO ERA: 1673~1681)

Swordsmith: Bungo Takada jii Fujiwara Yukimitsu (1st gen.)

Measurements: Length: 68.7cm (ubu) Sori: 1.5cm  Moto-haba: 2.89cm  Weight: 630g
Jihada: Nagare-hada mixed with mokume-hada with chikei

Hamon: Togari-gunome in nie-deki mixed with toran, koshibiraki, yahazu-ba and kaen-boshi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Chujoé-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)

Authentication:  Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

Born Nakama Kanzaemon, this handsome katana was crafted by Yukimitsu of the shinté Takada school.
What makes this sword collectible is that a variety of traditions can be enjoyed all in this one
sword. The blade's wide shinogi-ji and nagare-hada demonstrates a robust Yamato influence, while
the hamon displays Mino characteristics featuring a togari-gunome and yahazu-ba blended with
Bizen and Osaka-shinté elements - even y0 in the yaki-ba reflects Yamashiro aesthetics. There is also
a kirikomi (battle scar) on the mune suggesting that this sword has seen combat in its day. The
sword's late Edo period koshirae has a real samurai feel with classic iron fittings and matching
swirling gold arabesque motifs. The tsuka features a unique linen-wrapped hanabishi pattern that
speaks to Japan's nobility class. Anideal katana for the new or seasoned Japanese sword collector.



N
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Saki-kasane: 4.3mm

Moto-kasane: 6.2mm

Omosa: 630g

Nakago: 17.5cm

Kissaki: 2.86cm

Saki-haba: 1.84cm

Moto-haba; 2.89cm

Nagasa: 68.7cm

Sori: 15em

Mekugi-ana: 1



The Takada school located in Bungo province in
Kylsht was originally founded by Tomoyuki circa
1334~1338 at the start of the Nambokuché period.
After studying Bizen techniques in present-day
Okayama, Tomoyuki returned to establish what would
become the school's distinctive tradition. The Takada

school has an impressive history of dependable sword-
making that lasted into the shinté period (1600s).

Born Nakama Kanzaemon, this handsome katana was
crafted by Yukimitsu, a representative smith of the
Takada school. What makes this sword unique and
collectible is that a variety of traditions can be enjoyed
all in this one sword. The blade’s wide shinogi-ji
construction and nagare-hada demonstrates a robust
Yamato influence, while the hamon displays Mino
characteristics featuring a togari-gunome and yahazu-
ba blended with Bizen and Osaka-shinté elements -
even the falling yé in the yaki-ba reflects Yamashiro
aesthetics.

There is also a kirikomi (battle scar) on the mune
suggesting that this sword has seen combat in its day.

Yukimitsu flourished about 350 years ago during the

early Edo period, circa the Enpé (16/3~1681) and
Jokyo eras (1684~1688). What is pleasing to see i
that Yukimitsu signed the sword with its full location of
where it was made and clan name (Bungo Takada ji
Fujiwara Yukimitsu) as sometimes Yukimitsu swords are
only signed Fujiwara Yukimitsu.

The sword's late Edo period koshirae has a real
samurai feel with classic iron fittings and matching
swirling gold arabesque motifs. The tsuka (hilt) is very
attractive featuring a unique linen-wrapped hanabishi
pattern that speaks to Japan's nobility class.

All told, this is an ideal sword for the new Japanese
sword (nihontd) collector who wishes to study a variety
of points and styles - all offered at a very reasonable
price - especially as this katana is certified with

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and comes with certified

antique koshirae as well.




Location: Takada in Bungo province
Clan name: Fujiwara
Swordsmith: Yukimitsu (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)

2 (Bun)
1% (go)
= (Taka)

H (da)

£ (jo)

& (Fuji)

J (wara)

17 (Yuki)

J& (mitsu)




. one clean hole in nakago

The nakagojiri (butt-end of the tang) is rounded,
similar to that of kurijiri (chestnut shaped) but
the cutting edge side slants more steeply than
the back (mune side).

ha agari kurijiri nakago-jiri
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 6th year of Reiwa (2024), February 21st
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Bungo Takada-ja Fujiwara Yukimitsu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 2-sun 6-bu han (68.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

S EiE R O )

Ne 1022244




.
2

WA PR

W

ik
R
ﬁ
%
5
2
=
o=
A

P3Pt ousisiy

S BTG
Bungo Takada-ji Fujiwara Yukimitsu
Fujiwara Yukimitsu, a resident of Takada in Bungo province

IRFAUIE S

Jidai Enpé-goro
Around Enpé period (1673~1681)

HNEBRR _SRGFEELZ
Haché 2-shaku 2-sun 6-bu han kore ari
Blade length 68.7 cm

st BEHIEA & HEE
Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Shégatsu kichijitsu kore o shirusu
Written on a lucky day in the first month in the seventh year of

Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake (January 2025)









A komaru-kaeri boshi (a small roundish turnback) with
beautiful kaen boshi that resembles a candle flame.




Consistent thickness between the nakago and the body
at the moto-haba area. Evidence that the sword is quite
healthy and has not been over polished.




Kirikomi (battle scar)

Kirikomi - this a defensive battle scar inflicted from
another sword in combat. It is located on the mune
(spine) in the monouchi (cutting zone) of the blade.

These prized marks of courage are intentionally left
by sword polishers - never to be repaired. Their
courageous significance is to be forever admired.



Swirly mokume-hada kirikomi

A cluster of nie-crystals known as nie-kuzure




ltis said that the hamon is the signature of the swordsmith. ’

Well, the hamon pattern on this Yukimitsu katana truly
looks like a written signature.

//Mmi

Tama, a jewel-like ball.

Y6 (leaves) are beautiful clusters of nie
crystals falling' from the hamon.



Here we see a togari-gunome pulsing like a heart
beat. Yukimitsu was a representative smith of the
Takada school and a variety of traditions can be
enjoyed all in one sword. The blade's construction
and nagare-hada demonstrates a robust Yamato
influence, while the hamon displays Mino
characteristics blended with Bizen elements, even
the falling yé reflects Yamashiro aesthetics.



Nagare-hada
Flowing masame-hada.



Dark (golden) lines of kinsuji slice through the hamon



Osaka yakidashi, where the
hamon jets out at the start.




Just as the hamon flows into the kissaki, we see a beautiful téran (surging wave),
which is reminiscent of Osaka shintd swords from Sukehiro and Sukenao.

The Takada school was located in Bungo province on the island of Kydshd - one
can feel the influence of the powerful open sea in this section of the blade.

Seto Inland Sea—>
lyonada

Beppu bay

Map of Bungo and neighbouring provinces on Kydsha island



yahazu-ba

Here is the Mino side of the sword speaking,
the presence of yahazu-ba - a unique dovetall
¥ shape resembling arrow notches (yahazu).




Cha-ishime-nuri saya
uchigatana-koshirae

kA H BT IIHE)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in brown with
stone-surface texture

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




The kojiri (end cap) of the beautifull brown ishime (stone-surface)
saya (scabbard) is showing its age, which is surely at least 200 years
old. We recommend that it is kept as it is to preserve its samurai
history but we can repair at an extra cost, or we can create a whole
new saya if desired.
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The gold-inlay sukashi design is that of Tomoe
- believed to depict the threefold division of
Man, Earth, and Sky at the heart of the Shinto

belief system of universal life balance.

The tsuba is attributed to Nishigaki school
from Higo province.




Higo schools developed under the leadership of Hosokawa Sansai
Tadaoki ()1 =75 2B 1563-1646), and the Nishigaki (V5IE),
Hayashi (#X), Hirata (*V-H), Shimizu (7&7K) schools flourished.

(reverse)

Sansai, a close companion of the renowned tea master Sen no Rikyu (FFIR, 1522-1591),
deeply embraced the principles of wabi and sabi. He championed an aesthetic that prized
restraint over opulence, guiding craftsmen toward expressions of profound refinement
through simplicity. Among these artisans was Kanshiro Nishigaki, founder of the Nishigaki
school, who later earned the respected position of official craftsman to the Hosokawa clan.

Higo province in Kydsha Hosokawa Sansai Tadaoki Sen no Riky

The Nishigaki tradition flourished through eight generations, with the second master studying
under Goté Kenjé, while the fifth and sixth generations refined their craft under Kumagai
Yoshiyuki in Edo. The school's distinctive aesthetic came to be celebrated for its liberated
spirit, works that radiate both generosity and creative freedom.
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The tsuka (hilt) is wrapped in linen with a
unique hanabishi pattern.

Hanabishi-mon is a pattern introduced
from China during In the Heian period
(794185), it came to be used on court

nobles’ costumes and furnishings.

Menuki depict umajirushi - "horse insignia’
tall banners mounted on poles carried into
battle. They helped identity different units and
commanders on the warring battlefield. It was
an act of humiliation for a warlord to lower the
marker as it meant that he had been defeated.

examples or umajirushi



Antique tsuka.
Get a grip, samurai style.




Kashira (pormmel)
attributed to
Bizen Shéami school

(Mid Edo period: 1700~1780)

Arabesque design on iron with
crosshatched gold inlay



b6ami
inlay harmony.

i and Bizen-Sh
in gold-

igak

The Nish
schools meet
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ITEM# UJKA455

A KENCHO KATANA

UNSIGNED WITH KINZOGAN-MEI, NAMBOKUCHO (JOJI ERA: 1362~1368)

Swordsmith: Bizen Osafune Kencho (Kanenaga, first generation)

Measurements: Length: 71.0cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 2.96cm Weight: 770g
Jihada: Beautiful itame mixed with nagare with sparkling ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri
Hamon: Wavy notare in ko-nie-deki, wide, clear nioiguchi mixed with gunome, choji, larger
dimensioned midare elements, many ko-ashi and yo, and with sunagashi

Certificate: 7th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jiy6 (An Especially Precious and Important sword)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: O-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)

Provenance: Sword was gifted by the ninth shogun Tokugawa leshige to Lord Masatsune in 1753

Authentication: = Origami by Hon’ami Koy (dated to 1753)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)
Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description, origami & antique box

SOLD

This exceptional katana from the warring Nambokucho period is attributed to Kenché (also known
as Kanenaga), the celebrated pupil of Chogi. The blade represents a masterful blend of Bizen and
Soshii traditions, exemplifying the rare and coveted Soden Bizen style of workmanship. The nakago
features a gold-inlaid kinzogan-mei signature and comes with origami from Hon'ami Koy dated 1753,
assessing its value at 15 gold coins. That same year, the ninth shogun Tokugawa leshige presented
this actual katana as a gift to Lord Asano Munetsune upon his succession as head of the Asano clan.
This is a precious sword worthy of a place amongst the most prestigious nihonté collections.



Kissaki: 4.33cm

>>

Saki-kasane: 5.0Omm Saki-haba; 217cm

Nagasa: /10cm

Moto-kasane; 6.3mm

Sori: 1.50cm
Nakago: 18 0cm

Omosa: 7/0g

Moto-haba: 296cm

Mekugi-ana: 3




The following text is a summation of Kenché's historical
background and synopsis of its very early 7th NBTHK

Tokubetsu Jayd Token certificate issued in 1980 that
highlights the virtues of this prestigious katana.

Tradition has it that Kanenaga, whose name can also
be read Kenché, was the son of Nagashige, who is said
to have either been the father, or the older brother of
Chégi. Another tradition sees him as son of Kaneshige,
who is believed to have been the younger brother of
Chégi. Kanenaga became a student of Chégi, and it is
safe to assume that all these smiths worked closely
together, with Chégi as head of the forge.

Existing signed works of Kanenaga are extremely rare,
but there is a wakizashi dated Jgji five (1366), which is
designated as a Jayd-Bijutsuhin, one tanté that passed
Jayb that is dated Shitoku four (1387), and one tanté
that passed Tokubetsu-Jiyd which is dated Kakyé two
(1388). Accordingly, we can narrow down Kanenaga's
active period to mid to late Nanbokuché period.

The style of Kanenaga was very close to Chagi,
meaning a workmanship that is based on the Bizen
tradition, but also prominently enriched with elements
from the Séshi tradition, an approach that is
traditionally referred to as Séden-Bizen. Some of his
blades emphasize nie even more than Chégi.

This blade bears the kinzégan-mei (gold inlaid
signature) “Kanenaga” and is accompanied by an
origami issued by Honami Koéya (1704~1/70) in
Héreki three (1753), in which he evaluates the blade
with 15 gold coins. Furthermore, it can be definitively
stated that this sword was gifted in 1753 by the ninth
shogun Lord Tokugawa leshige to Lord Asano
Munetsune on the occasion of succeeding as head of
the Asano family and entering for the first time his
domain plus receiving the rank of Chamberlain and

Fourth Court Rank Second Class.

This sword's majestic shape with a wide mihaba and
prominently elongated kissaki is typical for the
Nanbokuché period. With Kencho's unique flamboyant
interpretation of the jiba, we have here a particularly
excellent work of all blades attributed to Kanenaga.
According to the NBTHK this blade appears to have
been once an édachi with a nagasa of more than three

shaku (909cm).




~20cm | /

original

signature
Kanenaga

o-suriage nakago TokuJu katana
(greatly shortened)

This katana was crafted during the tumultuous Nambokucho period,

circa 1362~1368. The original cutting edge would have been about
Q0cm and called an 6dachi.

Very few of these long and imposing blades have survived in their
original length. Later generations of samurai had them shortened
(o-suriage nakago) to a convenient size for everyday wear thus
losing any signature in the process.

Above is an example of a sword from the Nambokucho period.
Note how through the shortening process it has attained its current
powertul shape.




Location: Bizen province

Village: Osafune

Swordsmith: Kenché

Kinzégan mei, gold inscription by Ho'nami Kéy)

6-suriage-nakago (greatly shortened tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

FF (Ken)

£ (cho)




The Hon'ami family were the official
sword appraisers and polishers of
the shogunate. They also issued
origami appraisals for blades.

This katana has origami apparaised

by Hon'ami Kéyd dated to 1753,

The 14th generation of the Hon'ami
mainline was held by Kéchi's son
Kby who was born in the first year

of Hoei era (1704) and died on

December 23, 1770 in the tenth
year of Héreki era at the age of 5/.



The nakago features kaki-nagashi - grooves that
extend to the middle of the butt end of the tang.

(ura, reverse)
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Tokubetsu-Jayd Certificate No. 280
Shiteisho (}§ & E) Certificate of Designation
Katana, kinzogan-mei: Kanenaga (G &)

Accompanying
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Origami written by Hon'ami Kéya in the third year of Héreki era (1753)

Measurements
nagasa /10 cm, sori 1.5 cm, motohaba 29 cm, sakihaba 215 cm

Description
Keijé: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, elongated chd-kissaki

Kitae: rather standing-out itame that is mixed with nagare and that features ji-nie and a faint

midare-utsuri

Hamon: notare in ko-nie-deki with a wide and clear nioiguchi that is mixed with gunome, chéji,

and with many ko-ashi and yé
Béshi: midare-komi and has a rather late starting ko-maru-kaeri

Horimono: on both sides a béhi that runs as kaki-nagashi into the tang

Nakago: 6-suriage, sujikai-yasurime, three mekugi-ana

According to the result of the shinsa committee of our society we judge this work as authentic

and rank it as Tokubetsu-Jlyd Téken.

November 20,1980
[Foundation] Nihon Bijutsu Téken Hozon Kyskai, NBTHK

[President] Honma Junji K FEIIETS)
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Tokubetsu Jiyd Token
Kinzégan mei: Kanenaga/Kenché




Translation of the reverse side of the white paper

Tokubetsu-Jyd Certificate at the at 7th Tokubetsu-Jiy Shinsa held on November 20,1980

Katana, kinzégan-mei: Kanenaga (G %)
with Hon'ami Kéy( origami in the third year of Héreki era (1753)

Measurements
nagasa /10cm, sori 1.5cm, motohaba 29cm, sakihaba 215cm, moto-kasane O.6cm,
kissaki-nagasa 4.2 cm, nakago-nagasa 18.0 cm, almost no nakago-sori

Description

Keijé: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, wide mihaba, relatively shall sori, elongated chi-kissaki

Kitae: standing-out itame that is mixed with some nagare in places featuring ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri
Hamon: notare in ko-nie-deki with a wide and clear nioiguchi that is mixed with gunome, chéji, larger
dimensioned midare elements, many ko-ashi and yé with sunagashi

Bé&shi: midare-komi and has a brief and rather late starting ko-maru-kaeri

Horimono: on both sides a béhi that runs as kaki-nagashi into the tang

Nakago: 6-suriage, sujikai-yasurime, three mekugi-ana, sashi-omote side bears the above kinzégan-mei

Artisan
Osafune Kanenaga from Bizen province

Era
Nambokuché period

Summary

Signed works of Kanenaga (F£ %), whose name can also be read as "Kenché" are rare, but we do know of a
few tantd that are dated Joji five (1366), Shitoku four (1387), and Kakys two (1388). The latter two blades
place a noticeable emphasis on the Séshi tradition and can be confused with works of Norishige (HIJE) at
first glance, but in terms of overall signature style and the way the mei is chiselled, the old tradition that the
smith belonged to the school of Chégi (7<) appears to be correct. The 6-suriage mumei blades attributed
to Kanenaga that are commonly seen differ from signed works and are similar to Chégi, although slightly
inferior in make, and rather than featuring a hamon with a prominent amount of chéji, the hardening is based
on a more complex midare.

This blade bears the kinzégan-mei "Kanenaga” and is accompanied by an origami issued by Honami Kéyd
(KRRRTHRE B8, 1704~1770) in Héreki three (EJ&, 1753), in which he evaluates the blade with 15 gold coins.
It appears that this blade was once an 6dachi with a nagasa of more than three shaku (909 cm). lts shape with
a wide mihaba and prominently elongated kissaki is typical for the Nanbokuché period. With the flamboyant
interpretation of the jiba, we have here a particularly excellent work of all blades attributed to Kanenaga.
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Bizen no Kuni Kanenaga/Kenché
Kanenaga/Kenché from Bizen Province

1EE (Shéshin, Authentic)
SEUAE\WANE R IR SN

Nagasa ni-shaku san-sun yon-bu yo

Blade length ~ 710 cm
FEAHH G R A

Hyéri hi tadashi mei zégan hairi
Hi on both sides and name of maker inlaid in gold

& F5 1A
Dai-kinsu jago-mai
Value 15 gold pieces

FIESEEIRAE = H AR [{EH )
Hoéreki sannen tori Yayoi mikka Hon'a + kad
Horeki three (1753), Year of the Rooster
Third month, third day
Hon'a + monogram
PN
N
Fukushima
daimyé
kamon

% A&

Origami certificates are safely stored in an antique
lacquered box with the Fukushima daimyé family crest.
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Formal Gift Certification Origami

On the occasion of succeeding as head of the Asano family and entering for the first time his
domain, and also receiving the rank of Chamberlain and Fourth Court Rank Second Class,
this sword was presented to Lord Asano Munetsune by Lord Tokugawa leshige.

Dated fourth month in the third year of Héreki era (April 1753), Year of the Rooster.

FEN T ) FIENEFER
leshige-ké yori Munetsune ké gohairyd

Given by Lord [Tokugawa] leshige to Lord [Asano] Munetsune

(i AT R AE )
Bizen Kanenaga onté
Katana by Bizen Kanenaga/Kencho

P aa HAL

F B = A

FELLH

EGHRIARA

Origami daikin jagomai
Héreki sannen kiwame

Nagasa 2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu han

Hyoéri hi, tadashi zéganmei iri

With origami from the third year of Héreki era (1753)
With a value of 15 gold coins

Nagasa ~/1. Ocm

Hi (groove) on both sides

Name of maker inlaid in gold

Third month, third day - Hon'a + monogram

Traditional washi paper

Origami envelope from 1753

(el
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Koshirae (with the following honourable fittings)
Habaki seppa hatome kin

Tsuka shirozame ito ito kon

Fuchi shakudé nanako

Mitokoromono shakudbé iroe wakamatsu kéji
Kogatana Minamoto Jumyé

Tsuba shakudé muji

Saya kuronuri

Sageo murasaki

Accompanied koshirae

Habaki, seppa, and shitodome of gold

Hilt covered with white samekawa (ray skin) and
wrapped in navy blue silk

Fuchi of shakudé with nanako ground
Mitokoromono of shakudé with iroe, depicting
young pines and koji oranges

Kogatana (knife) signed by Minamoto Jumyd
Tsuba of shakudé and unsigned

Saya lacquered black gloss

Sageo purple

A set of koshirae originally accompanied this Kenché
katana when it was presented to Lord Masatsune. For the
next owner, Unique Japan can commission a custom set
of koshirae using period fittings, crafted to closely
replicate the original koshirae. See next page for details.



C.

UJKA455 - A KENCHO KATANA
CUSTOM KOSHIRAE PROPOSAL

Below is a visual of what the final custom koshirae could look
like once completed following the koshirae elements listed on
the origami certificate. Project will take approximately 12-18
months, working with the finest of craftsmen in Japan.

A custom koshirae is not a requirement for the acquisition of
the ujka455 Kenché katana. It is simply a project to
consider. If you are interested in claiming this sword and
would like to learn more about this project, please contact
Pablo Kuntz at Unique Japan for the plan forward.

Black lacquered formal saya (scabbard)

fuchi-kashira

(match the mitokoromono)

purple sageo

. kogai (hair pick)
menuki
This would be one part of a three-piece
set known as mitokoromono with a
kozuka (utility knife) and set of menuki.

tsuka-ito (navy blue silk)

black shakudé tsuba

white samekawa (ray skin)

gold seppa (washers)




Sword researcher Markus Sesko discovered evidence of this precious gift from the Tokugawa Chronicles.

Diy w ST
VeSS Ug

Hi Pablo,

Wow, actually did find the reference in the Tokugawa Chronicles (Tokugawa Jikki).
As highlighted in [red] in the attached pic, the Shégun leshige gifted Aki no Kami
Munetsune on the 18th day of the fourth month of Horeki three (April 18,1753) with

a katana by Bizen Kanenaga/Kenché.
Nice provenancel

Best regards,
Markus

Tokugawa leshige (Jan 28,1712 - July 13, 1761)
Ninth shégun of the Tokugawa shogunate
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Dai nana-kai Tokubetsu-Jiyd Téken shitei
Tokubetsu-Jayd Taken at the /th Tokubetsu-Jayd Shinsa

g N EAR R
Bisht Osafune-ja Kenché
Kench, resident of Osafune in Bizen Province

KEE ISR ) 3= Z 7 ) @ GUREE T A VB = A AL
YRGB ATHE T Bl U g7 # /) JE ELAE L - H R
J FRET U T M B A LA = itk T R = H e el o =
He ) S LA =ANE - B - TF A E=EL LR
NEAREAR T VLI /LA B L F b= I WhIE 7 24
EABRMEF =7 FRE—H/ RIT Ak AN
T T AL R

O-suriage mumei no nakago ni niji no kinzégan o ari-shi, Héreki
sannen Hon'ami KéyG origami ga futaiseri. Haba-hiro de kissaki no
nobiru Enbun-Jéji-kei no keitai narite itame ga hadadachi-gokoro ni ji-
nie o mijin ni shiki kasuka ni midare-utsuri no tatsu hada-ai ni ko-notare,
gunome, chéji ga sé6 no midare sashiomote wa kétei kifuku aru
yamagata no midare ga medachi henka ni tomi nie atsuku tsukiage-
gimi no béshi ni musubu nado Chégi ichirui no déké no ko-kiwame wa
daté naru yGhin kana

This blade is &-suriage mumei, bears a two-character gold inlaid
attribution on its tang, and is accompanied by an origami issued by
Hon'ami Kéyt (AFrf 9588, 1704-1770) in Héreki three (1753). The
blade has a wide mihaba and an elongated kissaki and is thus of what
is referred to as an Enbun-J&ji shape. It displays a forging structure in a
standing-out itame that features fine ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri,
and the hamon is a nie-laden mix of ko-notare, gunome, and chégji, that
appears overall as a s6 no midare ['freely interpreted midare']. The
sashi-omote side displays a prominent amount of undulating mountain-
shaped midare elements and the ha is thus rich in variety, and with the
rather late starting kaeri of the béshi, the attribution of this masterwork
to Kenché, whose name is also read Kanenaga, within the Chégi
group is appropriate.

HNEXRSTUSEZ
Haché ni-shaku san-sun yon-bu kore ari

Blade length ~ 710 cm
IRFE F R STV A 2 BER (Lglim ke THEHT)

Jizai kinoe-tatsudoshi chikusui-zuki kokutan Tanzan kore o mite narabi
ni shirushite + kad

Examined and written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] on a lucky day in
September in the Year of the Dragon of this era (2024) + monogram.









ko-maru kaeri

A powertul elongated chi-kissaki with a béshi displaying
a wavy midare-komi and late starting ko-maru kaeri.




A cluster of beautitul ‘standing out’ itame-hada.



In keeping with the glorious Bizen tradition, a
light midare-utsuri can be seen on the blade.



Gorgeous nagare-hada that streams along.



chgji

whips of midare

Good view of the mixture of chgji (clove buds)
and a freely interpreted midare (wavy) hamon.



A Nambokuch® masterclass.

ko-nie deki

A wide, beaming notare-based hamon
in ko-nie deki where a universe of tiny
crystals shine brightly under the light.

y6 (leaves)

tobiyaki (tempered spots)



The sheer intensity of a top-class Séden-Bizen hamon combining
all the energy of the Sésh tradition with the elegance of Bizen.
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This is the original torokusho (registration card) for the Kenché/Kanenaga
katana. The card was registered in the 26th year of Showa (1951) in Tokyo,
formally known as Edo, the capital of the country.

This is significant as 1951 was the very first year that swords were formally
registered in Japan. Many former daimyé (great) families were invited to submit

their collections suggesting this blade was once held by a prominent family.

The serial number is 15469, one of the very first swords registered in Japan.



gold habaki with
file marks

(protective scabbard)

Shirasaya
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Feel the history.




A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword ol
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade
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ITEM# UJDI013

A TADAYOSHI/TADAHIRO DAISHO

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (KEIAN: 1648~1652 & GENROKU: 1688~1704)

Swordsmith (k):  Hizen no Kuni jit nin Tadayoshi (4th gen, Hizen province)
Swordsmith: (w): Hizen no Kuni jii Fujiwara Tadahiro (2nd gen, Hizen province)
Measurements (k): Length: 70.4cm (ubu) Curvature: 2.1cm  Moto-haba: 2.93cm
Measurements (w): Length: 40.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.2cmm Moto-haba: 2.9cm

Jihada: Vibrant mix of itame-hada and konuka-hada with ji-nie and plentiful chikei
Hamon: Spectacular gunome-chéji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, ashi in nie-deki
Certificate #1: 3 x NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (both swords & daisho koshirae)
Fujishiro rank: Jojo-saku (nidai) & Jo-saku (yondai)

Sharpness: O-Wazamono (nidai is a maker of extremely sharp swords)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, daisho-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This remarkable daisho pairs a katana by fourth generation Tadayoshi with a wakizashi by second
generation Tadahiro, both masters of the renowned Tadayoshi school of Hizen province. The blades
display graceful curvature, adorned with a vivid gunome-choji-midare hamon, which, on the
wakizashi, extends brilliantly towards the shinogi line. Outstanding horimono also evokes deep
spiritual power. An exquisite daishd koshirae with a split-lacquer design and an incredible pair of
dragonfly tsubas along with rain dragon motifs and cloisonné enamel is a samurai tour de force.
Both swords and the daisho koshirae have been awarded NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification.



Kissaki: 3.51cm
Saki-haba: 215cm

N
N

Saki-kasane: 4.8mm

Moto-kasane; 6.6mm

Nagasa: /0O4cm

Sori: 21cm
Nakago: 22 0cm

Omosa: 740g

Moto-haba: 293cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




Saki-kasane: 4.7/mm

Moto-kasane: 6.2mm

Nakago: 14.lcm

Omosa: 405g

Kissaki: 3./2cm

Saki-haba: 202cm

Moto-haba: 29cm

Nagasa: 40.3cm

Sori: 1.2cm

Mekugi-ana: 1



This remarkable daishé pairs a katana by the fourth
generation Tadayoshi with a wakizashi by the second
generation ladahiro, both masters of the renowned
Tadayoshi school of Hizen province in Kydshd. Let us
examine the swordsmiths' lineage, followed by a
synopsis of the blades and their daishé koshirae.

Born Hashimoto Gensuke and later known as
Shinzaburé, Yondai (fourth generation) Tadayoshi was
a superior swordsmith from the prestigious Tadayoshi
school in Hizen province and the oldest son of talented
sandai (third generation) Tadayoshi.

He received the honorary title of Omi no Daijé on
March 10, 1700 and after the untimely death of his
father (who was just fifty years old), he then trained
under his grandfather, nidai (second generation)
Tadahiro for whom he also made daisaku (swords
made in the name of his master). He Tadayoshi died

on September 9, 1/4/ at the age of 80.

Born Hashimoto Heishiro in 1614, second generation
Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai
(first generation) Tadayoshi at the tender age of ten.
Guided by his father and other great smiths such as
shodai Masahiro and Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over
leadership of the school at the age of nineteen when

his father died in 1632.

As head of the Tadayoshi school, second generation
Tadahiro always signed his name Tadahiro and never
Tadayoshi. In July of 1641, only nine years after taking
over the Tadayoshi School, he was given the honorific
title of Omi Daijé. He was only 28.

The blades display graceful curvature, adorned with a
vivid gunome-chéji-midare hamon pattern, which, on
the wakizashi, extends brilliantly across the jihada
reaching to the shinogi line. Fine horimono on the
Tadahiro wakizashi evokes deep spiritual power.

An exquisite daishd koshirae with a unique split-
lacquer design and an incredible pair of dragonfly
tsubas along with rain dragon motifs and cloisonné
enamel dotted throughout is a samurai treat for the
senses. Both swords AND the daishé koshirae have
been awarded with NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

certification.




Location: Hizen province
Swordsmith: Tadayoshi (fourth generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
kiri-yasurime (horizontal file marks)

(Hi) i
(zen, no) I

(kuni)




one smooth hole in nakago

(ura, reverse)

kuirjiri
(chestnut shaped nakago-jiri)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certiticate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 6th year of Reiwa (2024), August 23rd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Hizen no kuni janin Tadayoshi (Yondai)

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kys (704 cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

(xp)oremESE ¥ A
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AEATEE AR (PUAR)
Hizen no kuni janin Tadayoshi (yondai)
Tadayoshi, a resident of Hizen province (the 4th generation)

AW

Jidai Genroku-goro
Around Genroku period (1688~1704)

“AREE P R/NT A
Nidai Tadahiro to daishé o nasu
Daisha with 2nd generation Tadahiro

FEBNR =~F /55
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kyd
Blade length /0.4 cm

Tt OBEFER S HES
Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Shégatsu kichijitsu kore o shirusu
Written on a lucky day in the first month in the seventh year of

Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake (January 2025)



(kuni)

* (jo)

g (Fuii

JR (wara)

T (Tada)

& (hiro)

Location: Hizen province
Family name: Fujiwara
Swordsmith: Tadahiro (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
kiri-yasurime (horizontal file marks)

Al (zen, no)



Hachigatsu kichijitsu
Dated on a lucky day in the eighth month

(RESIPAN

CEPE

(kichi) &

(jitsu) H

The nakago-jiri (butt-end) of the tang
comes to a sharp point at the centre.

This type of finish is called kengyé or
sword-shaped.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 6th year of Reiwa (2024), August 23rd
One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Hizen no kuni ja Fujiwara Tadahiro (nidai)
Hachigatsu kichijitsu

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 3-sun 3-bu (40.3 cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Hizen no kuni ja Fujiwara Tadahiro (nidai)
Fujiwara Tadahiro, a resident of Hizen province
(2nd generation)

NAFHAFZ
PR B 22
Hachigatsu kichijitsu ki kore ari jidai Keian goro

Dated on a lucky day in the eighth month, around Keian
period (1648~1652)

PR N R/AINT BleA
Yondai Tadayoshi to daishé o nasu
Daishé with 4th generation Tadayoshi

HNEBRSBT =702
Haché 1-shaku 3-sun 3-bu kore ari
Blade length 40.3 cm

TRt OBEFEAFHEE

Reiwa nana kinoto-midoshi Shégatsu kichijitsu kore o
shirusu

Written on a lucky day in the first month in the seventh
year of Reiwa era during the Year of the Snake

(January 2025)
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hada-ware
An opening in the jihada that follows
afold, aflaw, butit's stable.






Sankozuka-ken, a trident-shaped sword is held by
Fudd Myé6 and is also an esoteric Buddhist tool
used for prayer, meditation, purification, and
protection from evil spirits. It is said to be used to
ward off bad luck and keep evil spirits at bay.

S
A e

Sankozuka-ken

Marishisonten, or Marici, meaning "Ray of Light," is a
Buddhist deity and bodhisattva associated with light
and the Sun. Marici is considered as a goddess of war.






This bonji symbolizes Gundari Myéé - a
Buddhist wisdom king who is often depicted with
three eyes and flame-like hair (& la 80s fashion!).

Of his eight arms, two are crossed on his chest in
a mudra; the rest hold implements of war and of
Buddhist devotion. His headdress is adorned
with a human skull, sometimes multiple, while his
armlets, anklets, and occasionally other decorum
take the form of snakes.

gomabashi - pair of parallel grooves
running partway up the blade
resembling chopsticks used for the
spiritual Buddhist goma fire ritual.




Hizen-to (swords of Hizen province) enjoy a fine reputation for the
quality of the jigane - after all, it's the foundation that great swords are
built upon. Here we see a tightly forged ko-mokume that leads to
konuka-hada said to resemble rice grain.

Look closely and you can see a steady stream of nie crystals along the
habuchi, also known as the nioiguchi. Therefore, we can refer to the
notare-hamon as being in nie-deki, comprising mostly of nie crystals
which is consistent with the Hizen tradition.




katana

A komaru-kaeri boshi (a small roundish turn back) with
rather tsukiage (late-starting). Plenty of nie-deki.

Wakizashi is in hakikake (brushed) form, also in nie-deki.

wakizashi



A bright gunome-chéji hamon, resembling clove
blossom buds cascades the length of the blade in style.

Y5 (leaves) are beautiful clusters of
nie crystals falling' from the hamon. Ashi (legs) shoot out like solar flares.




The hamon flows beautifully with
the elegant curvature of the katana.



A spectacular gunome-chéji-midare
hamon with streams of sunagashi.




An impressive golden line of kinsuji rips through the hamon

-
- v 9
g’
o o o
- -
"
-y



The hamon stretches the width of the
blade, kissing the shinogi line in places.




A higher power.
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gold nij-habaki with
botan-yasuri (peony) file marks

(protective scabbard)

Shirasaya
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Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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gold niji-habaki with
diamond-shaped pattern




Kuro-ishime hana-karakusa
kiran waritsugi-nuri saya

daish6-koshirae
(B B e B K N )

Daishé-koshirae featuring scabbards
with a split lacquer design of black
stone-surface and gold brocade with
afloral and arabesque pattern

Late Edo to very early Meiji period
circa 186/~1870.

The daishd, restricted to samurai class
wear, emerged as a defining symbol of
their status. This paired-sword tradition
gained prominence near the close of
the Muromachi period (1336-1573),
with surviving examples dating to the
late sixteenth century. A 1629 edict
formalized the daish® requirement for
samurai on official duties. However,
this tradition ended during the Meiji
period when an 18/1 edict removed
the samurai's obligation to wear

daisho, followed by an 18/6 public

sword ban.

These reforms effectively ended both
the daishd tradition and the samurai
class itself.

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon
Certificate of Authenticity
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A koshirae designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 6th year of Reiwa (2024), July 2nd

One,

Kuro-ishime hana-karakusa kinran waritsugi-nuri saya daishé-koshirae

Daishé-koshirae featuring scabbards with a split lacquer design of black
stone-surface and gold brocade with a floral and arabesque pattern

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



This stunning daishé-koshirae features scabbards with a
split lacquer design of black ishime (stone) and hana-
karakusa kinran (gold brocade of floral pattern).

It has been conveyed to Unique Japan that this daishé
koshirae was thoughtfully commissioned by a samurai
from the late Edo period during the very early Meiji
period. We even have a copy of the handwritten note
from the former samurai owner who itemized both
swords and all fittings, even with prices that he paid.

Former samurai owner's written log of the daishé swords and fittings

wakizashi

katana




While the traditional image of a daishé is of a katana and wakizashi crafted by
the same maker, with identical sets for all fittings, the reality back in the Edo
period normally paints a much different story. For example, some daimyé lords
provided a single sword to their samurai and the samurai was then expected to
source the other to form a daishd.  This would explain the fact on some daisho
koshirae, the fuchi-kashira and menuki may not matching but they contain
common elements between them. Tsubas are fairly straightforward to replace
and thus we often see matching tsuba on daishé koshirae.

The fact that the NBTHK has awarded this beautiful daishé koshirae with
Tokubetsu Hozon certification is a testament to not only the overall quality of
the daisho, but also to the personal samurai journey involved in this creation,




Shippo-yaki (cloisonné ware) is a refined craft where coloured glass enamel powder is fired at
high temperatures onto copper bases to create vibrant designs. From the 1/th to 19th centuries,
the techniques of shipp® masters serving the shogunate were closely guarded secrets. The craft
evolved into Tokyo Shippé in the late 19th century when Western badge-making techniques were
introduced, leading to its widespread use in school and organisational emblems.

While traditional cloisonné manufacturing has declined elsewhere, Japanese artisans maintain this
distinctive tradition. Tokyo Shippé craftsmen exclusively use glass materials for their superior finish
and transparency. Through meticulous layering and polishing of each color, they create intricate
patterns with remarkable depth by combining transparent and opaque enamels. This versatile art
adorns various accessories from tiepins and cuff links to earrings and necklaces, and can even
incorporate ukiyo-e motifs in custom pieces.







— (Futa)

(Nori) HiJ
+ (go)
(suke) 7z L (yama)

(tsukuru) &

fE (jo)
(kore) Z

Futagoyama ji Norisuke kore o tsukuru
Crafted by Norisuke, a resident of Futagoyama

A stunning pair of daishé tsubas

displaying a life-like design of tombo
(dragonflies) by premier metalsmith Nori) Bl
Iwata Norisuke (& FH HI %), (Nor) N
Norisuke - an Owari tsuba craftsman (suke) &
active during the late Edo period. (saku) 1E

There are two generations of
Norisuke, and from the signature
style, this work appears to be by the
first generation who died in in the bth

year of Kaei era (1852).

Bifu janin Norisuke saku
Norisuke, a resident of Owari province



Kaei no saru kugatsu
The dai (large) tsuba for the katana is dated to the ninth month in
the Year of the Monkey during the Kaei era (September 1848).




Fuchi-kashira
Ken-hanabishi (sword and flower) pays respect to the
Nabeshima family, which ruled Saga domain in Hizen

province where both swords were crafted.

The name hanabishi originates from the arrangement of four
hishi-like (water chestnut-like) leaves as petals into a flower.

%

Nabeshima Naoshige ($ /55 1H. /%, 1538~1618)

The second son of Nabeshima Kiyofusa (5 5515 /7).
After the death of Ryuzdji Takanobu (REXE<FFE(E),
he laid the foundation of the Nabeshima family as the
lord of Saga domain in Hizen province.




The katana's tsuka (hilt) features menuki depicting amarya (rain dragons) beneath
its silk wrapping. These youthful dragons, harbingers of rain and fortune, were
said to eventually ascend skyward and mature into fully-horned, scaled dragons.

This symbolism of transformation and ascendance made them powerful imperial
emblems, representing the path to greatness.







Rain dragon on
the wakizashi kurikata

We will give the new owner of
this daishé koshirae the option of
having matching sageo (cord that
is laced through the kurikata)
sourced for the two scabbards.

Additional cost may apply.



Stylised amaryi
(rain dragon)

The fuchi-kashira on the wakizashi (sh) showcases a motif of musubi-bukuro
(tied bag) with gold flower crests and a stylised amary (rain dragon) motif
that ties into katana tsuka that has amaryd menu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>