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Hi everyone, all good?   
 
It’s a cool yet sunny and crisp morning here in Southend-On-Sea.  I’ve just come home after taking 
Nelson to school, stopping by my local ‘Dog Café’ for a flat white and now fairly warm at home, 
cheeks slightly aglow.  Everyone was bundled up this morning.  British people, in general, don’t 
do cold very well.  One person at the café joking said this is ‘Pablo weather’.  True, it does reminds 
me of mornings in Canada, waking up to deliver the morning paper on my route that I had as a 
tween and teenager.  Some mornings were so cold, though, that my eyelashes would freeze 
together.  While those days were pretty brutal, once you get through the uncomfortable pain, there 
is eventual salvation. That’s really what life’s all about, isn’t it?  No pain, no gain.  So let’s charge 
into this winter season all guns blazing (and all swords polished,) ready to take on challenges and 
make a positive difference in this world.   
 
The team and I have been hunkered down in a massive way for Catalogue 42.  And boy what a 
treat of twelve swords we have for you – most of which are katanas, with also a couple great 
wakizashi and a superb tantô.  The vast majority are NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certified, all with 
great stories, very reasonably priced, and ready to be claimed.  As far as we can see, no other art 
dealer comes close to the time, the photographic detail and background research that we unpack 
for each and every sword.  We do it because the swords deserve to be presented right. And you, 
our trusted clients, deserve to know as much as possible so you can appreciate all the fascinating 
details that makes each piece unique.  So with that said, here we go with the swords! 
 
We kick off the catalogue with a muscular katana that was crafted by Sakakura no Seki swordsmith 
Masatoshi who flourished at the end of the warring Muromachi period circa Kôji era.  The chiselled 
character 'Masa' of Masatoshi is similar to the Masa character found on blades of the Sengo 
Muramasa school, thus there is a theory he was trained by Masazane.  A powerful warrior energy 
pulses through this sharp, freshly polished blade - showcasing both Sôshû and Mino influences. 
This weighty katana embodies the samurai spirit with tremendous character and intensity.   
 
Next up, we head on over to Kyôto, for a brilliant katana that was crafted by nidai Iga no Kami 
Kinmichi who flourished during the early Edo period’s Manji era.   The Mishina school was a 
prestigious and powerful family with deep connections to the ruling Tokugawa family and the 
imperial court.  Everything about this sword is collectible; from the overall structure and qualities 
of the sword, to its impressive history, the mark of the chrysanthemum on the ubu nakago, its 
wonderful kizami koshirae, and the excellent fittings that will be incredible on display. 
 
We stay in the shintô period with an outstanding katana by nidai Kunishige, born Ôtsuki Denshichirô, 
and student of Ichizô Kunishige - both of whom were known as Edo Mizuta.  For those that love 
jihada, look no further - gorgeous whirlpools of ô-itame and mokume-hada illuminate this long 74cm 
samurai sword with a thick blanket of winding suguha in nie-deki.  A set of late Edo period koshirae 
tastefully compliments the blade featuring a leather wrapped tsuka, a late Higo fuchi-kashira and a 
beautiful Heianjô tsuba.  Next is the superb tantô featured on the cover of the catalogue crafted by 
Fuyuhiro who worked during the Momoyama period in Wakasa province.  This long and wide tantô 
in hirazukuri shape carries a bright, shining ko-gunome hamon and an assertive funagata nakago that 
pays respect to its Sôshû heritage. A spectacular set of koshirae focused around a fuchi-kashira 
crafted by master artisan Miyata Nobukiyo gloriously depicts a family of tigers and leopards.   
 
Maestro Hizen swordsmith shodai Masahiro crafted the ensuing katana featuring an absolutely 
gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare hamon that creates a nihontô light show like few other blades can. The 
shirasaya is blessed with sayagaki by Kunzan that he made for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao.  A 
magnificent set of koshirae comprising of a marvellous kage-makie lacquered theme of dragonflies, 
a unique geometric tsuba and a lovely fuchi-kashira speaks of the heavenly courtesan Tennyo and 
the captivating Noh play called Hagoromo.  Gold shisa lions further guard this spiritual treasure. 
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We move to the shinshintô period for a terrific samurai sword by Yasuuji, who counted himself as 
the 60th generation of the famed thousand-year-old Naminohira school from Satsuma on Kyûshû 
island. This katana was crafted with pure Yamato-den characteristics with a bright suguha-hamon in 
sparkling nie-deki with ashi that look like solar flares.  A splendid Meiji period koshirae houses the 
sword with gorgeous fittings that include insects crawling over a realistic woodgrain tsuba and a 
fuchi-kashira featuring a chilled hermit and a jubilant scene of birds flying over waves.   
 
We travel back in time to February 1498 near when Christopher Columbus was sailing the ocean 
blue with the creation of a fiery tachi by Kanezumi who worked in Seki during the tumultuous 
Muromachi period.    This is a classic Mino-tradition creation with a Kanesada school influence 
featuring a dazzling gunome-midare hamon with ôbusa-chôji reminiscent of the great Bizen Fukuoka-
Ichimonji school.  The sword is housed in a tasteful set of koshirae that imbues pure class.  This is 
a rare 526-year-old dated reference piece that will touch your soul on several levels. 
 
We zip forward to February 1866 for a magnificent katana by Katsumura Norikatsu, one of the 
most accomplished smiths of the shinshintô period, when he was working at the Koishikawa 
residence of the Mito domain.   The workmanship on this powerful katana is sublime, with a 
beaming suguha hamon over glorious straight grain masame-hada and sunagashi that is truly 
impressive.  An excellent set of Edo period koshirae captures the beauty of a crisp autumn day and  
wonderful set of menuki depicts a predatory hawk stalking a bear cub. This is a first-class, highly 
collectible sword crafted for the prominent Mito family in the final years of the Tokugawa shogunate.   
 
Looking for a cutting test sword?  This very sharp Japanese sword was originally crafted as a curvy 
katate-uchi at the height of the Sengoku-jidai by jô-saku Jûrôzaemon Tadamitsu, who flourished 
during the Tenbun era (1532~1555).  This sword underwent suriage to its now ô-wakizashi length of 
54.9cm with a carefully preserved signature called orikaeshi-mei.  Inscribed in bright, well-
preserved gold inlay on the nakago, it states that this sword was tested twice [on a human body] 
severing through both the centre of the chest (Ichi no dô) and diagonally through the body from the 
base of the neck to the opposite armpit - a rather vicious test cut known as ô-kesa.   
 
Our next katana is by the Yamato Tegai school and a prime example of the splendour of kotô period 
swords from the Kamakura period. The sword's elegant shape is indicative of its origins as a tachi - 
typically made for horseback warfare.  A splendid iron-based dragon koshirae with a signed Sôten 
school fuchi-kashira houses this sword in such a spirited manner.  This is a refined and gracious 
sword from one of the most respected schools in Japanese sword history.  It deserves a fine home. 
    
We wind up the catalogue with two swords from Hizen province starting with talented swordsmith 
Yukihiro. This katana has such terrific energy carrying Yukihiro's trademark abu nomefu.  Its set of 
koshirae features a mother-of-pearl lacquered saya called fuemaki.  This magnificent type of lacquer 
work is extremely demanding and requires exacting standards.  And finally, we conclude with 
another beauty by shodai Masahiro, this time a dated wakizashi  to August of 1643.  It is classic 
Masahiro in every way and comes with rare certificate by Fujishiro Matsuo.  Enjoy it in shirasaya or 
consider building a custom koshirae or even daishô koshirae with a well-suited katana.  
 
Thank you for all your passion, trust and confidence.  We look forward to serving you.  I wish 
you a great winter period, and to my American friends, a happy and safe Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz      
November 2024    
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#  PAGE SWORDSMITH & TYPE    CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka417      8 A MASATOSHI KATANA   67.0     Tokubetsu Hozon  Kôji (1555~1558)    SOLD 
ujka433    31 A KINMICHI KATANA   72.0 Tokubetsu Hozon  Manji (1658~1661)  SOLD 
ujka447    57 A KUNISHIGE KATANA    74.3 Tokubetsu Hozon  Jôkyô ( 1684~1688)  SOLD 
ujta059    79 A FUYUHIRO TANTÔ  29.8 Tokubetsu Hozon  Keichô (1596~1615)     SOLD  
ujka429   103 A MASAHIRO KATANA   70.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei (1624~1644)     SOLD 
ujka442   127 A YASUUJI KATANA  69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kansei (1789~1801)  SOLD 
ujka448   151 A KANEZUMI TACHI  69.6 Tokubetsu Hozon  Meiô (Feb 1498)      SOLD 
ujka449   176 A NORIKATSU KATANA    71.3 Tokubetsu Hozon  Keiô (Feb 1866)   SOLD 
ujwa261   203 A TADAMITSU WAKIZASHI 54.9 NBTHK Hozon  Tenbun (1532~1555)  SOLD 
ujka453   220 A TEGAI KATANA    71.3     Tokubetsu Hozon  Kotô (1300~1350)    SOLD  
ujka367   244 A YUKIHIRO KATANA    69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon  Enpô (1667~1675)   SOLD 
ujwa252   269 A MASAHIRO WAKIZASHI 45.7 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei (Aug 1643)     SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Meguro. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
 
 
 





service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

currently available  
japanese swords  
 
Released: November 20, 2024 to VIP Clients only 
 
The following pages contain descriptions of authentic 
and certified Japanese swords that were sold in catalogue 
42.   
 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com to join 
our VIP Email List for exclusive access to newly released 
swords and catalogues.  
  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 

 
service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
 
Photos taken exclusively for Unique Japan.   
All rights reserved. 
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item# ujka417          
     

A MASATOSHI KATANA   
signed, sue-kotô period (kôji era: 1555~1558) 
 
Swordsmith:  Masatoshi (nidai, 2nd gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 67.0cm (suriage)   Sori: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.96cm    Weight: 780g 
Jihada:  Beautiful masame-nagare-hada and itame-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Vibrant gunome-midare with tobiyaki, yô, togari, sunagashi and kinsuji, jizô-boshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamonô (rated as a maker of highly sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This muscular katana was crafted by Sakakura no Seki swordsmith Masatoshi who flourished at 
the end of the warring Muromachi period circa Kôji era (1555~1558).  The chiselled character 'Masa' 
of Masatoshi is similar to the Masa character found on blades of the Sengo Muramasa school, thus 
there is a theory he was trained by Masazane.  A powerful warrior energy pulses through this sharp, 
freshly polished blade - showcasing both Sôshû and Mino influences.  Brilliant hataraki such as 
tobiyaki, yô, sunagashi, kinsuji and pointed togari are all present with a handsome set of koshirae 
depicting snowflakes, hats, shisa lions, peonies and courageous plovers over a braided naka katate-
maki.  This is a katana that embodies the samurai spirit with tremendous character and intensity.   
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item# ujka433          
     

A KINMICHI KATANA   
signed, shintô period (manji era: 1658~1661) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iga no Kami Kinmichi (nidai, 2nd gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 72.0cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.7cm    Moto-haba: 3.00cm   Weight: 790g 
Jihada:  Well-forged itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and plenty of chikei  
Hamon:  Gunome-midare with hako-midare with sunagashi ashi, and hakikake-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (Fuchi-kashira Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk, menuki and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Mishina Kanbei, this brilliant katana was crafted by nidai Iga no Kami Kinmichi who flourished 
in Yamashiro province (Kyôto) during the Manji era.   The Mishina school was a prestigious and 
powerful family with deep connections to the ruling Tokugawa family and the imperial court.  
There is so much to cherish in this structurally sound and most lively katana containing a string of 
rich cultural elements that the following pages happily expand upon.   This is a sharp, and 
definitive samurai sword from the early Edo period to collect and admire for generations to come. 
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item# ujka447          
     

A KUNISHIGE KATANA   
signed, shintô period (jôkyô era: 1684~1688) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamashiro Daijô Minamoto Kunishige (nidai, 2nd gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 74.3cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 2.98cm   Weight: 720g 
Jihada:  Outstanding ô-itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Thick suguha in nie-deki, kuichigaiba with ko-ashi, kinsuji and kaen-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This outstanding katana is the work of nidai Kunishige, born Ôtsuki Denshichirô, and student of 
Ichizô Kunishige - both of whom were known as Edo Mizuta.  The Mizuta school derives its name 
from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in Bitchû province. Members of this school 
are said to be descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and shodai Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta.  This 
blade is a splendid example of the wonderful grain patterns that make Japanese swords so devine. 
Gorgeous whirlpools of ô-itame and mokume-hada illuminate this long samurai sword with a thick 
blanket of winding suguha in nie-deki.  A set of late Edo period koshirae tastefully compliments the 
blade featuring a leather wrapped tsuka, a late Higo fuchi-kashira and a beautiful Heianjô school tsuba.   
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item# ujta059           
     

A FUYUHIRO TANTÔ   
signed, shintô period (keichô era: 1596~1615) 
 
Swordsmith:  Wakasa no Daijô Fuyuhiro (godai, 5th gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 29.8cm (ubu)   Curvature: 0.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.82cm   Weight: 265g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright ko-gunome midare with ko-ashi and pointed Jizo-like bôshi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This rare and splendid tantô was crafted by 5th generation Fuyuhiro who worked during the 
Momoyama Keichô period, circa 1596~1615 in Wakasa province.  Born Takahashi Gorôzaemon, 
Fuyuhiro was the son of Sôshû Hirotsugu and although being granted the honorary title Wakasa no 
Kami in 1598, he respectfully took the more modest rank of Wakasa no Daijô because Kyôgoku 
Takatsugu, lord of the Obama fief, also bore the title of Wakasa no Kami.  This long and wide tantô 
in hirazukuri shape carries a bright, shining ko-gunome hamon and an assertive funagata nakago that 
pays respect to its Sôshû heritage. A spectacular set of koshirae focused around a fuchi-kashira 
crafted by master artisan Miyata Nobukiyo gloriously depicting tigers and leopards houses the blade.  
The saya is beautifully lacquered showcasing the glory and resilience of bamboo rustling in the 
wind. Both the sword and koshirae have been awarded NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification.  

















































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka429              
     

A SHODAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, shintô period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijô Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 70.6cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.5cm     Motohaba: 2.94cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome chôji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, yô, ashi, tama 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kunzan-sensei (for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragonfly koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Maestro Hizen swordsmith Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 
1665.  He is the son of Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation shodai 
Tadayoshi.  This wonderful katana features an absolutely gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare hamon that 
creates a nihontô light show like few other blades can.  So much to see in the form of hataraki; kinsuji, 
sunagashi, yô, long ashi, even tama, jewel-like balls appear high up in the ji (body).  The shirasaya is 
blessed with sayagaki by Kunzan that he made for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao.  A magnificent 
set of koshirae comprising of a marvellous kage-makie lacquered theme of dragonflies, a unique 
geometric tsuba and a lovely fuchi-kashira speaks of the heavenly courtesan Tennyo and the 
captivating Noh play called Hagoromo.  Gold shisa lion menuki further guard this spiritual treasure. 
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item# ujka442          
     

A YASUUJI KATANA   
signed, shinshintô period (kansei era: 1789~1801) 
 
Swordsmith:  Naminohira Yasuuji (60th Naminohira generation) 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 3.14cm   Weight: 875g 
Jihada:  Densely-forged ko-itame and masame-hada with ji-nie  
Hamon:  Thick suguha in nie-deki with flaring ashi and a komaru-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-saku (ranked as an average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Meji-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This formidable shinshintô period katana was crafted by Yasuuji, the early name of Yasuyuki, who 
represented the 60th generation of the prestigious Naminohira school from Satsuma province in 
Kyûshû. Created during the Kansei era, this katana is particularly noteworthy for its adherence to 
pure Yamato tradition characteristics. The steel displays a fine combination of ko-itame and masame-
hada patterns, complemented by a brilliant suguha-hamon executed in sparkling nie crystals with 
ashi formations reminiscent of solar flares. The nakago features the distinctive higaki file marks, 
another Yamato-den hallmark. The sword rests in an elegant Meiji-period koshirae with remarkable 
fittings that include a tsuba depicting insects crawling across realistic wood grain, while the 
polished brass fuchi-kashira contrast scenes of a pensive hermit with joyful birds soaring over waves.  
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item# ujka448          
     

A KANEZUMI KATANA   
signed & dated, sue-kotô period (meiô era: february 1498) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kanezumi (Seki) 
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm (machi-okuri)   Curvature: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.82cm    
Jihada:  Finely-forged itame-nagare, mokume, masame-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Dazzling gunome-chôji-midare with tobiyaki, yô and Jizo-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
We time travel back to February 1498 with the creation of this fiery tachi by Kanezumi (also read 
Kanesumi) who worked in Seki during the tumultuous Muromachi period.    Born Jûrôzaemon, 
Kanezumi was the younger brother of Kaneyuki who is said to have worked in the Nara school.  This 
is a classic Mino-tradition creation with a Kanesada school influence featuring a jihada that is a finely 
forged mixture of itame-nagare and also straight grain masame-hada. Its dazzling gunome-midare 
hamon is reminiscent of ôbusa-chôji from the great Fukuoka-Ichimonji school.  There are also spots of 
tobiyaki and yô that further adds to its charm.  The sword is housed in a tasteful set of koshirae that 
imbues class.  The tsuba features three family kamon, each with its own unique story and the 
wonderful fuchi-kashira carries a cross-design that pays a thoughtful tribute to the swordsmith.  
This is a rather rare, 526-year-old dated reference piece that touches the soul on several levels. 
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item# ujka449          
     

A NORIKATSU KATANA   
signed & dated, shinshintô period (keiô era: february 1866) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tôbu Koishikawa-kan ni oite Suifu-jû Katsumura Norikatsu (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 71.3cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 915g 
Jihada:  Outstanding masame-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with sunagashi, ko-ashi, kinsuji, uchinoke and hakikake-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This splendid samurai sword was crafted in February 1866 by Katsumura Norikatsu, one of the 
most accomplished smiths of the shinshintô period, when he was working at the Koishikawa 
residence of the Mito domain.   The workmanship on this weighty, powerful katana is sublime, 
with a beaming suguha hamon over glorious straight grain masame-hada and sunagashi that is truly 
impressive.  This is Yamato-den quality to cherish at the very highest level.  An excellent set of Edo 
period koshirae captures the beauty of a crisp autumn day with fallen sun-drenched pine needles 
and bell crickets happily foraging in a garden. The wonderful set of menuki depicts a predatory 
hawk stalking a bear cub. This is a first-class sword crafted exclusively for the prominent Mito 
daimyô family in the final years of the formidable Tokugawa shogunate.  It’s history in your hands. 
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item# ujwa261           
     

A TADAMITSU ‘CUTTING TEST’ Ô-WAKIZASHI  
signed, sue-kotô period (tenbun era: 1532~1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Tadamitsu (Jûrôzaemon) 
Measurements: Length: 54.9cm (orikaeshi-mei)   Curvature: 1.6cm    Moto-haba: 2.46cm    
Jihada:  Ko-mokume and nagare-hada with ji-nie and midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with ko-gunome midare, ko-ashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This very sharp Japanese sword was originally crafted as a curvy katate-uchi (one handed katana) 
at the height of the Sengoku-jidai (warring states period) by jô-saku Jûrôzaemon Tadamitsu, who 
flourished during the Tenbun era (1532~1555).  At some point in the late 1500s, early 1600s, this 
sword underwent suriage (shortening) to its now ô-wakizashi length of 54.9cm.  In the shortening 
process,  rather than cutting off and losing the mei, the signature was carefully preserved on the 
nakago by a folding over process called orikaeshi-mei.  Swords with orikaeshi-mei are rather rare 
and thus a veritable talking point of the sword. A bo-hi (groove) was added to the sword after the 
suriage process in order to lighten and aid in the cutting performance of the piece as well.  Inscribed 
in bright, well-preserved gold inlay on the nakago, it states that this sword was tested twice [on a 
human body] severing through both the centre of the chest (Ichi no dô) and diagonally through the 
body from the base of the neck to the opposite armpit - a rather vicious test cut known as ô-kesa.  
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item# ujka453          
     

A TEGAI KATANA   
unsigned, kotô period (kamakura~nambokuchô 1300~1350) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tegai school (手搔) 
Measurements: Length: 71.3cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 2.97cm   Weight: 700g 
Jihada:  Well-forged ko-mokume, nagare-hada with chikei with sparkling ji-nie  
Hamon:  Bright suguha in nie-deki with uchinoke, kinsuji and kaen-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
The handsome katana by the Yamato Tegai school is a prime example of the splendour of kotô 
period swords. The Tegai school was named after its workshop's location in front of the glorious 
Tengai-mon gate of Todaiji temple in Nara, the former capital of Japan. The sword's elegant shape is 
indicative of its origins as a tachi - the early Japanese long sword design that was typically made 
for horseback warfare.  The ji beams brightly with ji-nie highlighting a well-forged nagare-hada, ko-
mokume, loads of chikei and the presence of uchinoke, small 'crescent-shaped moons' along the 
hamon.  A splendid iron-based dragon koshirae with a signed Sôten school fuchi-kashira houses this 
sword in such a spirited manner.  This is a refined and gracious sword from one of the very oldest, 
most respected schools in Japanese sword history.  It deserves a secure place to call home.   
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item# ujka367              
     

A YUKIHIRO KATANA  
signed, shintô period (late kanbun~enpô era: 1667~1675) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ichi Hizen no Kuni Dewa no Kami Fujiwara Yukihiro (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)  Curvature: 1.6cm Motohaba: 2.98cm Weight: 705g 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki, ji-nie and lots of chikei 
Hamon:  Beautiful gunome chôji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, and abu nomefu 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by unknown artist  
Included:  Shirasaya, fuemaki koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Talented Hizen swordsmith Yukihiro, son of Yoshinobu, and younger brother to shodai Masahiro was 
born in 1617 and received his Dewa no Daijo title in 1648. His Dewa no Kami title was awarded to 
him in 1663. This superb katana has terrific energy - a fine example of a brilliant chôji-midare with 
Yukihiro's trademark abu nomefu - an iconic horsefly eye appearing as circular dots in the ashi.  
Those that appreciate a quality jihada will be pleased soak in the finely forged ko-mokume-hada 
with an incredible amount of swirling pools of chikei that stand out beautifully to the naked eye.  
Its set of koshirae features a mother-of-pearl lacquered saya called fuemaki.  This magnificent type 
of lacquer work is extremely demanding and requires exacting standards.  The NBTHK Hozon 
certified tsuba comes from Hizen's neighbouring province Higo by the Kugimoto school celebrates 
motifs that bring good fortune.  Peonies further abound on the lovely katate-maki braided hilt. 
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item# ujwa252              
     

A SHODAI MASAHIRO WAKIZASHI  
signed & dated, shintô period (kan’ei era: august 1643) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijô Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 45.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.2cm     Motohaba: 2.7cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome chôji-midare with excellent kinsuji, sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: Yûryô Naru Saku Nari (rated Excellent Work by Fujishiro Matsuo) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Maestro Hizen swordsmith Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 
1665.  He is the son of Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation shodai 
Tadayoshi.  This beautiful wakizashi is a wonderful reference piece as it has been dated to August 
of 1643, when Masahiro was 36 years old.  It is classic Masahiro in every way with a gorgeous 
gunome-chôji-midare hamon with dramatic tani (valleys) and plenty of hataraki to enjoy such as kinsuji, 
sunagashi and tobiyaki. Comes with rare certificate of authenticity by Fujishiro Matsuo.  Enjoy in 
shirasaya or consider building a custom koshirae or even daishô koshirae with a well-suited katana.   
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 

 
 

Nelson and his karate sensei, Ozel Osman 
 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   

 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
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