


service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

Antique Japanese 
Swords 
 
Catalogue 38 
Released: July 8, 2022 
 
The following pages contain descriptions and images 
of genuine antique Japanese swords that were sold in 
catalogue 38.   This is a reference document. 
 
Please contact me at service@uniquejapan.com to 
become informed on our latest acquisitions and your 
name will be added to our VIP emailing list.   
 
We have service offices in Tokyo, Japan and near 
London, England. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported 
outside of Japan.  All swords have certification papers 
(origami) such as from NBTHK and/or the NTHK-NPO. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 

 Pablo Kuntz 
 Founder, unique japan 

 
 
Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 
Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 

 
feel the history.™ 

uniquejapan.com 
 



service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

Thank you as always for downloading the Unique Japan sword catalogue.  I would like to dedicate this catalogue to 
my wife Donna.  Tomorrow, July 9th, will mark our 20th wedding anniversary.  We actually got married in Tokyo, at 
the local Minato-ku ward office, just the two of us.  No witnesses apart from the people working at the desk.  It was 
cute and perfect.  We rode off on my 90cc Honda scooter from the rather dreary looking office building full of hopes 
and dreams.  Now with three great kids, we have many chapters to look forward to.  I love you babe. 
 
Catalogue 38 is our biggest catalogue to date with fifteen pieces inside, including three wonderful tantôs.  We start off 
with an exceptional katana by third generation Shirô’emon Kanewaka.  The family’s trademark hako-midare with 
plentiful kinsuji can be thoroughly enjoyed.  Sword comes with an elegant, fully matching Edo period koshirae, 
attributed to the Kumagai school in Higo province.  The following piece is the first sword of many remarkable blades in 
this catalogue with Yamashiro (Kyôto) heritage.  It is a slender, shortened tachi crafted by Ryôkai over 700 years ago. 
The hamon features an eclectic mix of suguha with ko-gunome and ko-chôji and plenty of ko-ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi. It 
comes with a gorgeous aoi-gai uchigatana koshirae from the Edo period that shines like bright stars in the night sky.  
 
The third sword is a Jûyô Tôken masterpiece by first generation Nobukuni.  This is a signed, museum-worthy tantô that 
is simply spectacular.  It is an important reference piece that unifies the Nambokuchô period in terms of its wide 
commanding shape and horimono, Ryôkai lineage via its nagare-hada within the Rai school and eye-catching Sôshû 
qualities with kinsuji and sunagashi by way of his sensei Sadamune.  It comes house in a beautiful aikuchi-koshirae.   
Next up is a katana crafted in August 1850 by Masatsugu. This elegantly curved katana shows a strong Yamashiro-den 
influence; forged in a bright chû-suguha with a wonderful amount of channeling chikei.  Its Edo period koshirae combines 
the beauty of aoi-gai buttressed with muscular iron fittings with a silver arabesque design.   
 
We travel back to the Nambokuchô period for the next two swords, the first being a powerful katana by Nakajima-Rai 
that holds a vicious character.  It has a wide body with slight curvature giving the sword a brutal stabbing 
temperament.  Comes with a handsome matching antique handachi-koshirae.  Following this piece is a glorious tantô by 
Bitchû no Kuni jû Tsuguyoshi, considered to be the finest swordsmith of the Chû-Aoe school.  The sword is beautifully 
forged in itame and mokume-hada with a snow-white hamon that glistens with ji-nie.  A spectacular aikuchi-koshirae with 
matching silver fittings in a rolling wave theme signed by metalsmith Anjû accompanies the tantô.   
 
Morihiro, son of Rai Kuniyasu, who worked at the very start of the Muromachi period is the following katana.  The 
swirling chikei is so beautiful on this sword.  Rare gold inlaid characters on the nakago states that this katana has been 
handed down from one generation to the next.  This is an ancestral sword that is most worthy of collecting and 
preserving. For those who love dragons and an edge that is extra sharp, the next wakizashi by saijô-ôwazamono 
swordsmith Miyoshi Nagamichi is worth checking out seriously. Nagamichi was nicknamed Aizu-Kotetsu, as some 
of his masterworks rivalled that of grandmaster Kotetsu.  Our ninth sword is rare tachi by Bizen Osafune Ietsugu that 
is signed and dated to August 1408.  The jihada has deep swells of nagare-hada that borders on ayasugi-hada in style. It 
comes with a beautiful koshirae that rejoices in the natural world with flowers, spiders, ants and aged wood. 
 
The third tantô in the catalogue is a marvelous piece by the Ko-Gassan school that features a dazzling display of 
ayasugi-hada. Its exquisite aikuchi-koshirae pays a meaningful tribute to the Yamabushi mountain monks and contains a 
base layer of rare kinkarakawa decorated leather - a crafting technique that originated with the Medici family in Italy, 
circa 1400s.  It is further decorated with the Chiba family kamon that depicts a moon and star. The final available sword 
an extra-long, freshly polished muscular katana by Masamori of the famed Hosokawa family of smiths.  This meaty 
sword has been battle-ready since the autumn of 1862 for the Tsuyama domain of Matsudaira shôgunate.  Its 
handsome koshirae showcases prosperous koi (carp), a beautiful nature scene of bees pollinating on a sakura tree by 
the Ishiguro school and menuki depictions of a set of bow and arrows.  The last three reference pieces comprise of a 
superb Naoe-Shizu custom daishô koshirae with a rabbit/moon theme produced by Unique Japan, a ‘No Enemy’ katana 
by maestro Koyama Munetsugu, also with custom koshirae, and an excellent Muromachi katana by Wakasa Tsuguyoshi. 
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.    
     
We look forward to serving you.  Have a great summer! 

 
 
Warm regards,     
                        
 
Pablo Kuntz 
July 2022                                                
                                   with Donna in Tokyo, ~1999                                                              
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka130  A KANEWAKA III KATANA   66.8     Tokubetsu Hozon Enpô (1673~1681)  SOLD 
ujka395  A RYÔKAI KATANA    68.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Einin (1292~1309)  SOLD 
ujta054  A NOBUKUNI TANTÔ    28.7 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Enbun (1356~1368)  SOLD 
ujka399  A MASATSUGU KATANA   70.2 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kaei era (Aug 1850)   SOLD 
ujka400  A NAKAJIMA RAI KATANA   69.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Shôhei (1346~1370)  SOLD 
ujta055  A TSUGUYOSHI TANTÔ   26.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Karyaku (1326~1338)  SOLD 
ujka405  A MORIHIRO KATANA   68.8 Tokubetsu Hozon Ôei era (1394~1428)  SOLD 
ujwa118 A NAGAMICHI WAKIZASHI   53.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujka409  AN IETSUGU TACHI    71.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Ôei era (Aug 1408)  SOLD 
ujta056  A KO-GASSAN TANTÔ   22.1 NBTHK Hozon  Muromachi (~1500)  SOLD 
ujka410  A MASAMORI KATANA   75.8  Tokubetsu Hozon Bunkyû (Autumn 1862)  SOLD 
ujka320  A NAOE SHIZU DAISHÔ      71.2/53.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Nambokuchô (1368~75)  SOLD 
ujka374  A MUNETSUGU KATANA    72.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Bunkyû era (Feb 1864)  SOLD 
ujka408  A TSUGUHIRO KATANA    69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Muromachi (1550~70)    SOLD 
 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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item# ujka130          
 

A SHIRÔ’EMON KANEWAKA KATANA  
signed, early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashu Ju Kanewaka (Shirô’emon, 3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 66.8cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm         Moto-haba: 3.1cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame hada, ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Gorgeous nie-deki gunome-midare with hako-midare, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Hozon (koshirae designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and matching fittings designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Kanewaka family held close ties with the Maeda Daimyô family in Kaga province as the 
castle town grew to immense prominence and wealth during the Edo period.  Top samurai held 
great admiration for swords from the Kanewaka family.  First generation Kanewaka was so 
highly esteemed that he was referred to as Kaga Masamune.  
 
This exceptional katana was crafted by third generation Kanewaka who was born Tsujimura 
Shirô'emon.  The brilliant and iconic Kanewaka family hako-midare (square shaped hamon) with 
plentiful kinsuji hataraki (activity) can be thoroughly enjoyed.  Sword comes with an elegant, 
fully matching Edo period koshirae, attributed to the Kumagai school in Higo province.  This 
splendid samurai sword has recently been polished and lifts the spirits in a very, very big way. 









































These beautifully crafted menuki feature gear 
that a samurai would carry on his horse. 

Haigô Gozaemon Hisamitsu 
Mounted, armoured, but bareheaded, 
he rides upon his galloping steed.

Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797~1861)

Kurabane 
Japanese saddle tree

Late Edo period
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item# ujka395      
     

A RYÔKAI KATANA  
unsigned, kamakura period (shôô~enkyô eras: 1292~1309) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ryôkai (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 68.7cm  Curvature: 0.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.55cm     Weight: 585g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with ji-nie, masame-hada and shirake utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha with ko-gunome, ko-ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Horimono:  Short bôhi on both sides with kaki-toshi running through the nakago (tang) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, koshirae & fittings designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ryôkai is said to be the son of grandmaster Rai Kunitoshi.  He left the celebrated Rai family at 
the age of 16 taking the priest name Ryôkai.  Existing dated signatures range between the 5th year 
of Shôô era (1292) and the 2nd year of Enkyô era (1309) - these dates support his relation to Rai 
Kunitoshi whose active period was around Kôan era (1278~1288).  This is a slender shortened 
tachi crafted over 700 years ago that is full of vibrancy to study and admire.  The jigane is a dense 
ko-itame with fine ji-nie with some clear masame-hada and shirake-utsuri.  The hamon features an 
eclectic mix of suguha with ko-gunome and ko-chôji and plenty of ko-ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi.  A 
gorgeous aoi-gai (mother-of-pearl) uchigatana koshirae from the Edo period shines like stars in the 
night sky.  Samurai weaponry and armour are featured on the fuchi-kashira.  Feel the history… 
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item# ujta054         
 

A SHODAI NOBUKUNI TANTÔ TACHI  
signed, nambokuchô period (circa enbun~jôji eras 1356~1368)  
 
Swordsmith:  Nobukuni (shodai, first generation, almost ubu nakago) 
Location:   Yamashiro (Kyôto) 
Measurements: Length: 28.7cm        Curvature: 0.2cm         Moto-haba: 2.75cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, standing-out nagare-hada, ji-nie, chikei, and nie-utsuri 
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden and gently undulating notare-chô with a wide, bright, and clear 
nioiguchi that is mixed with some gunome, ko-ashi, many kinsuji and sunagashi, with hotsure in places 
Certificate 1:  55th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, kozuka and menuki designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-period aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Unique Japan is pleased to introduce a museum-worthy tantô by shodai (first generation) 
Nobukuni, one of the preeminent swordsmiths of the Nambokuchô period (mid-1300s) who led to 
the establishment of the Sôshû tradition within Kyôto.  This tantô is an important reference piece 
that unifies the Nambokuchô period in terms of its wide commanding shape and horimono, 
Ryôkai lineage via its nagare-hada within the Rai school and eye-catching Sôshû qualities with 
kinsuji and sunagashi by way of his sensei Sadamune.  The sword comes with a beautiful aikuchi-
koshirae from the late Edo period that features menuki depicting nezumi (mouse/rat) symbolizing 
intelligence, creativity and effective leadership.  This is true samurai history in your hands. 
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item# ujka399         
     

A MASATSUGU KATANA  
signed & dated, late edo period (kaei era: august 1850) 
 
Swordsmith:  Suishinshi Masatsugu (3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm  Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.92cm     Weight: 680g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame and mokume-hada mixed with utsuri and abundant chikei 
Hamon: Suguha-chô in bright nioguchi, hotsure mixed with ko-ashi 
Horimono:  Bôhi on both sides with kaki-toshi running through the nakago (tang) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Kawabe Hokushi, Masatsugu was the son of the 2nd generation Masahide and grandson to 
arguably the most important swordsmith in the shinshinto period, Suishinshi Masahide. 
Masatsugu is thus referred to as the 3rd generation Masahide. Due to the early passing of his 
father Masatsugu completed his studies with grandmaster swordsmith Taikei Naotane.  This 
elegantly curved katana shows a strong Yamashiro-den influence; forged in a bright chû-suguha 
with a wonderful amount of channeling chikei.  Its Edo period koshirae combines the beauty of aoi-
gai (mother-of-pearl) lacquer work buttressed with muscular iron fittings with a silver arabesque 
design.  The Higo Shimizu Jingo sukashi tsuba carries an interesting motif of a nata – a hatchet or 
machete.  This is a well-crafted ‘last samurai’ katana with loads of character and personality.  
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item# ujka400      
     

A NAKAJIMA-RAI KATANA  
unsigned, nambokuchô period (shôhei era: 1346~1370) 
 
Swordsmith:  Nakajima-Rai (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.5cm  Curvature: 1.2cm  Moto-haba: 2.90cm     Weight: 660g 
Jihada:  Vivid mokume mixed with ji-nie and abundant chikei 
Hamon: Suguha-chô in bright nioguchi, ko-nie-deki mixed with ko-gunome, ashi and yô 
Horimono:  Bôhi on both sides with kaki-nagashi running partway through the nakago (tang) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, koshirae & fittings designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Nakajima-Rai school emerged as a distinguished branch of the Rai tradition under the 
leadership of master swordsmith Rai Kuninaga, who studied under Rai Kunitoshi, a designated 
national treasure. During the Gentoku era (1329-1331), Kuninaga relocated from Kyôto to the 
Nakajima region of Settsu province, which led to his moniker "Nakajima-Rai." This exceptional 
katana exemplifies the turbulent Nambokuchô period of the 14th century, featuring a broad, sturdy 
construction with striking mokume burl-wood-grain pattern in the steel. The blade showcases 
quintessential Rai craftsmanship through its prominent ashi (legs) and yô (leaf-like) patterns. The 
sword is further enhanced by an elegant Edo-period handachi-koshirae and Tanobe-sensei sayagaki 
that highlighted the blade's "exquisite steel quality" and "refined suguha hamon.”  
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item# ujta055             
     

A TSUGUYOSHI TANTÔ  
signed, late kamakura to nambokuchô period (1326~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bitchû no Kuni jû Tsuguyoshi (4th generation, near ubu-nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 26.2cm  Curvature: 0cm       Moto-haba: 2.33cm     Weight: 125g 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged itame & mokume-hada with namazu-hada, ji-nie, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Snow white suguha-chô mixed with ko-ashi and sunagashi 
Horimono:  Koshi-bi on both sides running kaki-nagashi through the nakago 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-4: NTHK Yushûsakû (sword & koshirae designated as MasterWork) 
Certificate #5-7: NTHK Kanteisho (soroi kanagu, kôgai/kozuka, koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:   Ô-wazamono (excellent cutting ability) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Satô Kan’ichi) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This remarkable signed 650-year-old tantô was crafted by fourth generation Tsuguyoshi, who is 
considered the finest swordsmith of the Chû-Aoe school.  Tsuguyoshi’s given name was Genjirô 
and he received honorary title Sakon Shôgen.  The sword is beautifully forged in itame and 
mokume-hada with a snow-white hamon that glistens with ji-nie.  It comes housed in a spectacular 
aikuchi-koshirae with matching silver fittings in a rolling wave theme signed by metalsmith Anjû.  
There is also a profound sense of authority to this blade as it is as sharp as any blade will come.  
Tsuguyoshi is rated ô-wazamono for his excellent cutting ability and it’s clear to see why. 
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item# ujka405         
     

A MORIHIRO KATANA  
unsigned, early muromachi period (ôei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Morihiro (2nd generation, ô-suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 68.8cm  Curvature: 1.4cm  Moto-haba: 2.78cm     Weight: 640g 
Jihada:  Beautiful mokume-hada mixed with ô-hada, nagare-hada with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Bright suguha with kaen-boshi,   
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Gold inlay:  Senzo kore hairyô (my ancestor received this sword) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Chiyozuru school began in Echizen province in approximately 1337 by way of Chiyozuru 
Kuniyasu of the distinguished Rai school.  This expertly-crafted katana is likely that of second 
generation superior swordsmith Morihiro, son of Rai Kuniyasu, who worked during the Ôei era, 
circa 1394~1428.  The jihada is so beautiful, displaying both mokume-hada, some ô-hada, nagare-hada 
and plenty of chikei.  The hamon is a clear suguha that contrasts nicely against the darkish jigane. 
It's handsome Edo-period koshirae features a carved kizami-saya and a theme of wind-swept 
bamboo trees coupled with the tiger and spider predators.  Rare gold inlaid characters on the 
nakago states that this katana has been handed down from one generation to the next.  This is an 
ancestral sword that is most worthy of collecting and preserving for the generations to come. 
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item# ujwa118         
     

A SHODAI NAGAMICHI WAKIZASHI  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Mutsu Daijô Miyoshi Nagamichi (1st generation, ubu-nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 53.9cm      Curvature: 1.21cm       Moto-haba: 2.83cm     Weight: 535g 
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-nagare with ji-nie, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Surging gunome-midare mixed with long ashi and brushed sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:   Saijô-ôwazamono (grandmaster, supreme cutting ability) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Miyoshi Nagamichi was born Miyoshi Tôshirô in Iwashiro province, modern-day Fukushima.  
Nagamichi is a celebrated swordsmith ranked saijo-ôwazamono, producing the sharpest of 
swords with the highest level of cutting ability. He was nicknamed Aizu-Kotetsu, as some of his 
masterworks rivalled that of grandmaster Kotetsu. This long wakizashi has been freshly polished 
and beams a bright, wavy gunome-midare hamon with long ashi and brushed sunagashi resembling 
the snow-capped mountains of Mutsu province.  The sword’s custom produced koshirae features 
powerful dragons that are staking out their prey both deep in the forest and within turbulent 
waters. The koshirae matches the sheer intensity of this very sharp, collectible wakizashi. 





Shodai (first generation) Miyoshi Nagamichi was 
born Miyoshi Tôshirô in Iwashiro province, 
modern-day Fukushima. 

His father Masanaga was retained by Daimyo Lord 
Kato Yoshiaki. He originally signed his name as 
Michinaga, changed to Nagamichi in 1659 when 
he received his title of Mutsu Daijô at the age of 27.

Nagamichi is a celebrated swordsmith ranked 
saijo-ôwazamono, a grandmaster in producing the 
sharpest of swords with the highest level of cutting 
ability.   He is further rated jô-saku (superior smith) 
and considered one of finest smiths of the 17th 
century, early Edo period.  

He was nicknamed Aizu-Kotetsu, as some of his 
masterworks rivalled that of grandmaster Kotetsu.

This long wakizashi has been freshly polished and 
beams a bright, wavy gunome-midare hamon with 
long ashi and brushed sunagashi resembling the 
snow-capped mountains of Mutsu province.  

The sword is housed in a Unique Japan produced 
custom koshirae with powerful dragons that are 
staking out their prey both deep in the forest and 
within turbulent waters. The koshirae matches the 
sheer intensity of this very sharp, collectible 
wakizashi. 
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item# ujka409                         SOLD 
    

AN IETSUGU TACHI  
signed & dated, early muromachi period (ôei era: august 1408) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no Kuni jû Ietsugu (ubu nakago) 
Location:  Bizen province (Okayama prefecture) 
Measurements: Length: 71.6cm  Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.73cm     Weight: 560g 
Jihada:  Itame-hada mixed with nagare-hada bordering on ayasugi with chikei and bô-utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha mixed with hints of uchinoke and nezumi-ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ietsugu was a swordsmith from the Bizen Osafune school that worked in the Ôei era, circa 
1394~1428.  Records state that he was the student of swordsmith Yukiyoshi who flourished 
during the Kôei era from 1342~1345.  The jihada on the sword is quite interesting to study.  
Nearer the edge of the blade is a running nagare-hada, which borders on ayasugi-hada in 
appearance, traditionally associated with the Naminohira and Gassan schools. This curvy and 
slender sword is dated to August 1408 – soon celebrating its 614th birthday.  It comes protected 
in a beautiful koshirae that rejoices in the wonders of the natural world with a middle Edo period 
Sôten school fuchi-kashira featuring autumn flowers along with depictions of spiders and ants for 
menuki, chrysanthemums and waves on the tsuba and a saya (scabbard) that takes on the distinct 
form of aged wood via its lacquer work.  A fine, collectible piece of unique Japanese history. 
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item# ujta056         
     

A KO-GASSAN TANTÔ  
signed, middle muromachi period (early 1500s) 
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan school (ubu-nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 22.1cm  Curvature: 0cm       Moto-haba: 1.95cm     Weight: 125g 
Jihada:  Spectacular ayasugi-hada, ô-hada and plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Crisp chû-suguha mixed with uchinoke and nezumi-ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and koshirae designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (sword designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate #4: NTHK Kanteisho (aikuchi koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Gassan school is one of the most prestigious and successful lines of sword-forging in Japan 
and enjoys a close relationship with the imperial family.  This marvelous tantô dates back to 
approximately 1500, during the middle Muromachi period.  A straight, shining suguha hamon 
serves as a riverbank as the streams of its vibrant and iconic ayasugi-hada cascade down the 
blade.  An exquisite aikuchi-koshirae pays tribute, in part, to the Yamabushi (mountain monks) 
that live in the three sacred mountains known as Sanzan of Dewa province. The saya (scabbard) 
is formed of a base layer of rare kinkarakawa decorated leather - a crafting technique that 
originated with the Medici family in Italy, circa 1400s.  It is further decorated with the Chiba 
family kamon that features a moon and star, a wooden kôzuka with a pair of star-laden Watanabe 
clan kamon and mantra scrolls as menuki.  This tantô exudes a spiritual energy that was most 
certainly treasured by a former samurai.  It deserves a home that will honour it immensely. 
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item# ujka410         
     

A MASAMORI KATANA  
signed & dated, late edo period (bunkyû era: autumn 1862) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hosokawa Shume no Suke Minamoto Masamori (3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 75.8cm       Curvature: 1.6cm      Moto-haba: 3.18cm     Weight: 1095g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame leading to muji-hada and bô-utsuri 
Hamon: Gunome-chôji-midare in nioi-deki with long ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chujô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Hosokawa Sennosuke in 1822, Masamori was the son of the nidai (second generation) 
Hosokawa Masayoshi who, along with his grandfather shodai Masayoshi, studied under 
grandmaster Suishinshi Masahide. Masamori gained tutelage not only under his father but also 
master swordsmith Taikei Naotane.  His career lasted from about 1844 through to the Meiji era 
(1868~1912), specializing primarily in the Bizen tradition. This extra-long, freshly polished 
muscular katana features an impressive 7cm ô-kissaki and a dazzling gunome-chôji-midare hamon.  
Weighing over one kilogram, this meaty sword has been battle-ready since it was crafted in the 
autumn of 1862 for the Tsuyama domain of Matsudaira shôgunate.  Its handsome koshirae 
showcases prosperous koi (carp), a beautiful nature scene of bees pollinating on a sakura tree by 
the Ishiguro school and depictions of a set of bow and arrows in the form of oversized menuki. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 
 

 
 

Photo taken at the “Man and His World” geodesic dome in Montréal.   
Designed by Buckminster Fuller as part of the American Pavilion at Expo ‘67. 

 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 

 
 
 

uniquejapan.com 




