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Hello everyone, 
 
Thank you as always for downloading the Unique Japan sword catalogue.  I am pleased to say that this catalogue will 
never require a vaccine passport to gain entry to these pages of history.  No divisive mandates here my friends.  I must 
say that pouring my heart into this catalogue is a welcomed escape.  I turn off all the noise and fear-based, control-
drunk policies that we are subjected to on a daily basis.  I dedicate this edition to the men and women out there that 
are awake to this nonsense and stand for freedom.  We will ride out this storm with courage.  I have always maintained 
that the Japanese sword stands for personal responsibility and disciplined commitment.  As former Navy officer and 
member of SEAL Team 3, Jocko Willink states, “Discipline Equals Freedom.” Amen to that.      
 

A full 13 swords that make up Catalogue 37.  Some swords have been sold that have been included for reference and 
learning purposes. We kick off the catalogue with a rare katana by shodai (first gen.) Ippô from Ômi province.  It is 
essentially flawless in Yamato-den qualities with a gorgeous nakago and simply superb craftsmanship.  If this sword 
doesn’t find an owner soon, I will keep it and I mean it!  Good opportunity for a custom koshirae project.  Interestingly, 
later on in the catalogue you’ll see a long katana with an exuberant gunome-midare hamon by his son, nidai Ippô.  This 
is a terrific sword with a great set of koshirae featuring snarling dragons, waves, peonies and protective shisa lions.    
 

A wonderful katana by Chikuzen-Nobukuni Yoshimasa follows shodai Ippô. This sword sings ying yang qualities.  The 
blade has a tight ko-midare hamon over an expertly forged ko-mokume jihada.  The set of koshirae that comes with this 
piece is stunning.  Inherited through the Owari Tokugawa family, the aoi-mon crests speak to class and authority. 
Switching gears, we move on to a robust katana by Hôki no Kami Hirotaka.  This is a strong sword built for action.  
Crafted in my beloved province of Echizen it comes with an old set of reflective Edo period koshirae that is pure zen. 
 

We now transport ourselves to the Kôan era (1361~1362) to a remarkable tanto by shodai Kanemitsu - one of Japan’s 
sword-making giants.  Featuring his iconic kataochi-gunome hamon with kurikara and bonji horimono this is a sword 
imbued with history.  The incredible set of wisteria aikuchi koshirae crafted by Ikeda Takatoshi is a faithful replica of a 
koshirae once the property of late Muromachi period shôgun Ashikaga Yoshiaki and a former Tamura family treasure. 
 

Next up is a spectacular 700-year-old ubu-nakago tachi from the late Kamakura attributed to the Niô school.  Standing 
tall with a full 81.2cm nagasa and glorious curvature and a huge kirikomi battle scar, this vintage 21st NBTHK jûyô tôken 
sword showcases splendid chikei and a beaming hosô-suguha hamon.  Complimenting the sword is a striking set of 
vermillion lacquered tachi koshirae with matching Tosa-kashiwa-mon from the late Edo period.  Our following katana 
jumps back to the shintô period’s notable smith Hizen Yukihiro.  There is so much to admire in this sword with his 
trademark abu-nomefu (horsefly eye) hamon.  We built an amazing custom koshirae for this sword over an 18-month 
period using excellent Tokubetsu Hozon certified fittings. Gotta love Shôki the demon slayer on the fuchi-kashira!  
 

The following three swords are all collectible wakizashis.  The first is an elegant sword by Yoshitake from Yamashiro 
province that achieved Yûshû-saku (Masterwork) status.  A custom koshirae was built for this sword too that tells the 
story of tug boat teamwork, the beauty of Mount Fuji, and a centuries-old way of catching fish! For those seeking a 
sharp sword with a multiple body-cutting test, look to the next sword by Yamato no Kami Yasusada.  In gold inlay, 
the nakago states that the blade severed through two bodies on January 14, 1662 by Yamano Nagahisa.  Our final 
wakizashi is a one-handed fighting piece from the Sengoku Jidai (Warring States Period) by Bishû Sukesada that is dated 
to August 1514.  The blade comes with a handsome set of fittings equipped with a unique kôgai and kozuka. 
 

The final three reference swords that complete the catalogue are a katana by early shintô period Mino Kanetaka, an 
elegant Nambokuchô period katana by the Ko-Mihara school with a ferocious dragon-guarding koshirae and a 
wonderful signed tachi by Iesuke from the Ôei era that has seen many battles over the centuries.  Rest up well Iesuke. 
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.  We look forward to serving you.   
     
Happy holidays from my family to yours.  
 
Warm regards,      

                       
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
December 2021           
                                                                                                       
 
                  Lord Nelson has started school! 
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka388  A SHODAI IPPÔ KATANA   61.2    Tokubetsu Hozon Kan’ei (1624~1644)   SOLD 
ujka397  A YOSHIMASA KATANA   63.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD  
ujka283  A HIROTAKA KATANA   69.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Meireki (1655~1658)   SOLD 
ujta052  A KANEMITSU TANTO   23.3 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kôan era (1361~1362)    SOLD 
ujka394  A NIÔ TACHI     81.2 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Gentoku (1329~1331)   SOLD 
ujka401  A YUKIHIRO KATANA   70.4 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujka402  A NIDAI IPPÔ KATANA   74.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Tenna (1681~1684)   SOLD 
ujwa153 A YOSHITAKE WAKIZASHI   49.6 NTHK Yûshû-saku Enpô era (1673~1681)   SOLD 
ujwa249 A YASUSADA WAKIZASHI   56.9 NBTHK Hozon  Kanbun (1661~1662)   SOLD 
ujwa126 A SUKESADA WAKIZASHI   51.2 NTHK Kanteisho Eisho 11 (August 1514)   SOLD 
ujka391  A KANETAKA KATANA   67.4  Tokubetsu Hozon Kan’ei (1624~1644)   SOLD 
ujka392  A KO-MIHARA KATANA    68.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Nambokucho (1356~92)   SOLD 
ujka396  AN IESUKE TACHI     74.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Ôei era (1394~1428)   SOLD 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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Photos taken by Eric Bossick for Unique Japan.   

All rights reserved. 
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item# ujka388           
 

A SHODAI IPPÔ KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ippô (shodai, first generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 61.2cm  Curvature: 1.2cm     Motohaba: 3.11cm 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged itame-hada and masame-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon:  Bright suguha mixed with ko-midare, ko-ashi, uchinoke, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshû-saku (designated as Highly Excellent Masterwork) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shôdai (first generation) Ippô was the founder of the Ômi branch (modern-day Shiga prefecture) of 
the Ishidô school.  Swords crafted by Ippô are rare - more commonly seen are blades by his son 
Sasaki Ippô, making this piece highly collectible and a great pleasure to study.  The beautiful 
consistency of the jihada and outstanding chikei confirms what a talent Ippô truly was.  The hamon 
is a bright, snowy suguha that embodies the sophisticated qualities of the Yamato school such as 
uchinoke.  This is a sharp, fighting-length katana that includes sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan.  
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item# ujka397           
 

A YOSHIMASA KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshimasa (second generation, shortened nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 63.9cm  Curvature: 2.12cm     Motohaba: 2.87cm 
Jihada:  Densely forged ko-mokume hada resembling konuka-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Ko-chôji midare in ko-nie deki with kinsuji, saka-ashi and sunagashi 
Certificate 1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This katana is a radiating example of perfectly balanced ying/yang energy.  Crafted by talented 
second swordsmith Yoshimasa of the Chikuzen Nobukuni school, the quality of the steel is 
immediately apparent; a densely forged ko-mokume hada with shimmering ji-nie and a bright, 
tightly coiled ko-chôji hamon.  Complimenting the sword is a most spectacular set of koshirae that 
is said to have been inherited from the ruling Owari Tokugawa family.  The exquisite fittings carry 
a unified aoi-mon presence, the official kamon (seal) of the Tokugawa clan.  The fuchi-kashira was 
signed by Akishige who studied under master Konô Haruaki.  Both the sword and the koshirae 
have been awarded NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification.  If you are seeking a katana to 
proudly display in a home or office environment, this is certainly one to consider.  
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item# ujka283         
 

A HIROTAKA KATANA 
signed in echizen, early edo period (meireki era: 1655~1658) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hoki no Kami Hirotaka (shodai, first generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.0cm  Curvature: 0.9cm         Moto-haba: 3.31cm  
Jihada:  Ko-itame with chikei 
Hamon:   Gunome midare, long ashi, and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Asaemon:  Wazamono (maker of sharp swords) 
Included:   Edo-period koshirae, shirasaya, bags, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This a solidly built, dependable katana from the mid-1600s by Hoki no Kami Fujiwara Hirotaka 
from Echizen province - a wazamono ranked swordsmith known for producing strong, healthy 
blades with excellent cutting ability.  
 

A bright gunome midare hamon brightens the blade with long ashi and sunagashi.  This sword was 
given a recent polish and now shines with confidence.  An antique koshirae from the early 1700s 
(almost original to the blade) accompanies the sword giving it a mystique that transports one 
back to the heart of the Edo period.  Note the unique gampi wrap on the tsuka (hilt) and reflective 
Jakushi school fittings.  This is a samurai sword with a spiritual core, purpose and presence.   

















Long ashi (legs) make strides
towards the cutting edge.
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item# ujta052         
 

A SHÔDAI KANEMITSU TANTÔ  
signed & dated, nambokuchô period (kôan era: 1361~1362) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Kanemitsu (shôdai, first generation)  
Dated:  A day in the month of March during Kôan era 1361~ 1362 
Measurements: Length: 23.3cm (ubu)         Curvature: 0.5cm     Moto-haba: 2.21cm 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged ko-itame & ko-mokume, plentiful chikei, soft in appearance 
Hamon:  Kataochi-gunome, ko-gunome with rôsôku (candle) bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster & jûyô bunkazai swordsmith) 
Published:  Catalogued in the book of Tamura Family Treasures 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
It is our great pleasure to introduce an exceptional tantô by shôdai Kanemitsu - one of Japan’s 
finest swordsmiths who worked during the heart of the warring Nambokuchô period.  Featuring 
exquisitely crafted steel with plentiful chikei and Kanemitsu’s trademark sawtooth kataochi-
gunome hamon and engraved kurikara & bonji horimono this blade instantly transports the holder to 
the mid-1300s to when it was forged.  Lifting the tantô to even greater collectability heights is its 
stunning aikuchi koshirae crafted by Ikeda Takatoshi during the late Edo period.  With gorgeous 
painted wisteria artwork, it is a faithful replica of an aikuchi koshirae that was once the property of 
Ashikaga Yoshiaki - the 15th and final shôgun of the Muromachi period.  This tantô is pure class.  
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item# ujka394         
 

A NIÔ TACHI  
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa gentoku era 1329~1331)  
 
Swordsmith:  Niô School (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 81.2cm       Curvature: 2.58cm         Moto-haba: 2.85cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, fine ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Hosô-suguha with ko-nie deki, tight nioguchi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate 2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tachi fittings and koshirae designated as authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This absolute gem of a tachi has been attributed to the Niô school way back seven centuries to the 
late Kamakura period.  This is an ubu-nakago tachi that has been proudly preserved for some 700-
plus years.  It is immensely rare to come across a sword from this time period that has not been 
shortened at the nakago – either suriage or ô-suriage.  Standing tall at 81.2cm in nagasa (cutting 
edge length) and a glorious curvature of over 2.5cm these are precisely the dimensions of a 
sword wielded on horseback by a warring samurai.  A huge kirikomi battle scar in the top third of 
the blade attests to the battles fought with this sword – a reminder to when life was truly tough. 
The gorgeous swirling pools of chikei in the steel speak to generations of old.  Oh the stories that 
can be told with this blade… A spectacular set of tachi koshirae accompanies the sword with 
matching kamon (crests) that appears to be the "Tosa-kashiwa-mon (oak crest from Tosa Province).  
This kamon was used by Yamauchi family with the most famous daimyô being Yamauchi Kazutoyo 
who worked for Toyotomi family. The family became the feudal lords of Tosa Province during the 
Edo Period, and later aristocracy within the Meiji Era.  This tachi is truly history in your hands. 
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item# ujka401      
 

A YUKIHIRO KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1663~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Dewa no Kami Yukihiro (first generation, ubu nakago) 
Location:  Hizen province 
Measurements: Length: 70.4cm  Curvature: 1.6cm     Motohaba: 3.08cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged konuka-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Stunning gunome-chôji midare with abunomefu, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate x 3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword, fk & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
First generation Shodai Yukihiro from Hizen province on modern-day Kyûshû island is one of the 
Shinto period’s most accomplished swordsmiths.  There is genuine energy that can be felt in this 
blade – a robust shape, a bright and powerful gunome-midare hamon and a consistent, expertly 
forged konuka-hada.  It’s no surprise that Yukihiro is rated as jô-saku (superior) smith and that 
Hawley scored him at an impressive 45 points. A brilliant custom koshirae project was produced 
for this sword by Unique Japan in which top-quality NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon fittings were 
implemented.  From the story-telling Kurama-yama Tengu tsuba by Masamitsu to Munetoshi’s 
demon crushing Shôki depicted on the fuchi-kashira, a spiritually protective theme runs 
throughout.  With gold lacquered accents on its tuxedo-like saya (scabbard), this is a katana filled 
with nobility - reflective of the excellence that Yukihiro personifies. 
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item# ujka402       
 

A NIDAI IPPÔ KATANA 
signed, early edo period (tenna era: 1681~1684) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ippô (nidai, second generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 74.5cm  Curvature: 1.5cm     Motohaba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Well forged itame-hada and masame-hada  
Hamon:  Bursting gunome-chôji-midare with long ashi and plentiful sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, koshirae, tsuba and FK designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
For those looking for an extra-long katana with a bright and lively hamon to lift the spirits, here 
is a sword definitely worth considering.  Second generation (nidai) Ippô was known as Sasaki 
Zenjirô is the son of shodai Ippô (featured earlier in this catalogue) and originally from Ômi 
province.   He went on to study with shodai Korekazu in Edo (the nation’s capital Tokyo) to hone 
his skills.  Nidai Ippo has achieved prestigious Jûyô Tôken which reflects the skill of his work.  
This katana is a full 74.5cm in nagasa and has been recently been polished to a superb standard.  
Complimenting the sword is a terrific set of koshirae that features a fuchi-kashira dragon meshed 
within powerful waves, a long-life arabesque and peony themed tsuba with protective shisa lions 
in the form of shakudô menuki.  Five certificates in total accompany this impressive katana. 
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item# ujwa153      
 

A YOSHITAKE WAKIZASHI 
signed, early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Izumo Daijô Fujiwara Yoshitake (shodai, first generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 49.6cm  Curvature: 0.8cm     Motohaba: 3.05cm 
Jihada:  Skillfully forged ko-mokume hada and lovely chikei 
Hamon:  Bright suguha mixed with ko-midare  
Certificate #1: NTHK-NPO Yûshû-saku (designated as Highly Excellent Masterwork) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichô (FK designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, kogai & koshirae designated as Authentic)  
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Introducing a handsome wakizashi by Izumo Daijô Yoshitake - a leading smith from the mid-
1600s who lived in Yamashiro province (Kyôto) - the cultural capital of Japan.  Yoshitake was the 
son of Horikawa Kunitake who studied under grandmaster swordsmith Horikawa Kunihiro.  This 
sword is splendidly healthy, extra wide and sharp – essentially in the same condition from when 
it was first crafted.  It has been certified Yûshû-saku (Masterwork), top honours from the NTHK-
NPO.  A custom koshirae was built for the sword a few years ago by Unique Japan featuring a 
tsuba depicting the gentle slopes of Mount Fuji, a unique boat tugging scene on the fuchi-kashira 
and the pair of menuki celebrating the 1300-year-old Ukai cormorant fishing festival. 
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item# ujwa249           
 

A YASUSADA ‘2-BODY CUTTING TEST’ Ô-WAKIZASHI 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (kanbun era, 1661~1662) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamato no Kami Yasusada (first generation, ubu-nakago)  
Gold inlay (test):  Futatsu-dô setsudan Yamano Ka’emon Nagahisa + kaô 
Measurements:  Length: 56.9c m Curvature: 1.3cm       Moto-haba: 3.02cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, masame-hada in shinogi-ji, deep chikei 
Hamon:  Bright gunome-midare with extra-long ashi, wide yakiba 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (designated as Worthy of Conservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting ability:  Ryô-Wazamono (maker of highly sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Our next sword is by one of the most recognizable names of the Shinto period, Yamato no Kami 
Yasusada.   This long and authoritative ô-wakizashi sports a vibrant gunome-midare hamon with 
spectacular ashi bursting over its wide yakiba - elements synonymous with this superior 
swordsmith.  The jihada is well-forged with clear itame-hada, impressive tunnels of chikei and 
shining ji-nie.  Rather fittingly, the beautiful shirasaya mirrors the itame grain pattern in the steel. 
 
Yasusada gained great fame for the remarkable sharpness of his swords earning himself the rank 
of ryô-wazamono.  On the ura (reverse) side of the nakago, in gold inlay, reads the following:  
On 14th day in the first month in the second year of Kanbun era (January 14, 1662), this sword severed  
through two bodies (in one stroke). Test performed by Yamano Ka'emon Nagahisa + monogram.  
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item# ujwa126      
 

A SUKESADA WAKIZASHI 
signed & dated, late muromachi period (eishô era: august 1514) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Sukesada (ubu nakago) 
Dated:  On a day in the eighth month during the 11th year of Eishô era 
Measurements: Length: 51.1cm  Curvature: 1.5cm     Motohaba: 2.72cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada 
Hamon:  Koshibiraki gunome midare with sunagashi 
Certificate #1-5: NTHK Kanteisho (sword, tsuba, kôgai, kozuka, koshirae designated as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Signed and dated to August 1514 (11th year of Eishô era), this charming wakizashi by 
swordsmith Bishû Osafune Sukesada was crafted during the late Muromachi period - a time of 
continuous upheaval and war.  The demand for swords was high and they needed to have 
excellent cutting ability. As such, many swords from this time period have survived to this day.  
 

This wakizashi has a long bo-hi (groove) with deep saki-sori (strong curvature at the top of the 
blade), consistent for its time period.  The hamon is classic Sue-Bizen with a koshibiraki gunome 
midare - an eye-catching series of valleys that pop out from the blade.  Sword is housed in a 
beautiful set of koshirae (fittings) with a signed landscape tsuba by Fushimi Kanie and that has 
both a kozuka (utility knife) and kogai (hair pick). The chocolate brown coloured saya (scabbard) 
has gorgeous ishime (stone surface) lacquer work. A fine sword and koshirae to take care of. 
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item# ujka396           sold   
 

AN IESUKE TACHI 
signed, early muromachi period (ôei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iesuke (first generation, suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm  Curvature: 2.5cm     Motohaba: 2.71cm 
Jihada:  Gorgeous itame-hada and nagare-hada, bô-utsuri, chikei  
Hamon:  Gunome-chôji-midare, koshi-no-hiraita, mixed with kanitsume, ko-nie deki 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Chû-jô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-Wazamono (rated as a maker of highly sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Here is a terrifically sharp tachi from the first era following the vicious Nambokuchô period.  
Crafted and signed by swordsmith Iesuke of the Kozori group some 600 years ago, Iesuke is said 
to be the son of a latter generation Nagamitsu and studied under Morikage.  This is clearly a 
sword that has participated in several wars over the centuries  A huge kirikomi battle scar exists 
on the upper third of the blade testifies to such valiant encounters.  It has a rather slim and 
elegant shape now - enjoying a deserved rest from its turmoiled past.  Given its Bizen influence, 
the hamon showcases a bright gunome-midare with chôji, kanitsume and a straight billowing bô-
utsuri.  An aristocratic Edo-period koshirae accompanies the tachi with circular-shaped dragons 
that govern with glorious power.  This is a sword with immense character and flair. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 

acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

ujwa001- A Narisada Wakizashi crafted in Echizen province 
Kan’ei era (1624~1644) 

 
My first sword just had a fresh polish, new habaki & sayagaki from Tanobe sensei 

This sword will eventually go to you, Hannah. 
 

Love you, 
Dad 
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