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Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you are all in fine spirits.  Well, 2021 has been an eventful year thus far.  At the end of January, Donna and I 
contracted Covid-19 and spent much of February regaining energy levels.  I had this weird vinegar taste/smell that 
took a while to shake off, Donna had more of a persistent tickling cough.  We had prepared ourselves for this virus 
possibility by eating even better, getting good rest, going for walks and daily cold showers in the morning (well only 
I do that!). The old adage that the best defense is a good offense.  It all helped, and we have both essentially 
recovered.  Then on March 4th I hit 50 years of age, ouch!  No matter what anyone says, this is a big year mentally.  I 
shall strive to keep healthy, enjoy family and friends and serving you all with evermore love and appreciation.     
 

Ten swords that make up Catalogue 36, and each one of them means business.  No weak swords here my friends.  I 
think with all this ‘be scared narrative’ that the media tends to project on us, I am fighting back with collectible swords 
that marry exquisite form with serious function.  When a sword calls your name, reach out to me to claim it. 
 

We start off with a katana by jô-saku swordsmith Kiyomitsu from Etchû province, crafted during the mid-1600s. This 
handsome katana features a bright chû-suguha with the unique Yamato-den characteristic of kuichigaiba.  Its antique 
koshirae encourages personal rebirth through the fiery phoenix and the value of perseverance via the four gentlemen 
depicted on the tsuba.  This sword has a wise and inspirational message that resonates particularly well today.  
 

Tantô crafted during the shinto period (1600~1780) are extremely rare.  Crafted by Hizen maestro shôdai Masahiro, 
the next sword is a tantô forged with a magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a tightly forged konuka-hada. This 
is a highly collectible tantô housed in a gorgeous matching wave-themed Late Edo koshirae with its tsuka (hilt) 
wrapped in baleen representing the high social status of the samurai that it once belonged to.  Don’t miss this chance. 
 

Sword number three is a powerful and prized Jûyô Tôken katana by explorer Rai Kuniyasu, originally from 
Yamashiro province (Kyotô) who founded the Chiyozuru school in beautiful Echizen province in 1337.  Its wide 
mihaba (width) that extends the full length of the blade and the substantial koshizori gives an overall sense of 
grandeur. The jigane has a mysteriously darkish tone with a beaming suguha hamon that is ready for action.  This is a 
healthy katana approaching 700-years-of-age that’s ripe for collectability. A great potential custom koshirae project.  
 

The next piece is a meaty katana by Katsubei Kunishige, the final working smith of the Mizuta school’s Ôtsuki branch. 
The aggressive hamon exudes a grittiness that contains plenty of sunagashi and kinsuji that can best be described as 
Mizuta Soshu. The new caretaker of this katana will be given the option to select the lacquer finish on the new 
scabbard that we’re going to custom build for the sword.  A personal touch for a terrific samurai sword.  
 

A fearless katana signed and dated to August 1505 by Bizen Katsumitsu is the sword featured on the cover of this 
catalogue.  On April 28, 1656 master sword tester Yamano Ka'emon no Jô Nagahisa, with this very katana, severed 
through countless bodies with ease. The blade features a bright suguha hamon with razor-like ko-ashi and illuminating 
midare-utsuri.  The sword is further housed in a splendid handachi koshirae with matching fittings from the late Edo 
period.  This is a super sharp and wickedly rare tameshigiri (cutting test) samurai sword that takes no prisoners. 
 

For those looking for a Kamakura period classic, look to the Jûyô Tôken ô-wakizashi attributed to the famed 
Fukuoka-Ichimonji school, circa mid-1200s.  The NTHK-NPO took the attribution a step further to that of Ichimonji 
Norifusa – a national treasure swordsmith.  This sword features a beautiful swirling itame-hada overlaid with midare-
utsuri and an icy blue jigane.  Holding the sword quietly under the light captures both the heart and imagination.  
 

The following sword switches gears to June 1995 by Akamatsu Taro Kanetsugu with a faithful Bizen utsushi of 
maestro Minamoto Kiyomaro.  It’s a big, healthy sword with a huge kissaki and attractive koshirae with a spider tsuba.  
The final available sword is a wakizashi crafted by shôdai Tadayuki who worked in Bungo province during the Hôei 
era (1704~1711).  The sword is housed in a unique 300-year-old Inrô-kizami koshirae.  The last two swords are sold 
reference pieces by superstar Hizen Yukihiro and a splendid shinshinto cutting test katana by Fujishima Tomoshige. 
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.   
 
We look forward to serving you.  
 

 
    Warm regards,     
                        
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
April 2021                              With Hannah (my daughter) on my 50th! 
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka386  A KIYOMITSU KATANA   70.5    Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujta051  A MASAHIRO TANTO    26.9 Tokubetsu Hozon  Kan’ei era (1624~1644)    SOLD 
ujka389  A RAI KUNIYASU KATANA   71.2 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Jôji era (1362~1368)   SOLD 
ujka387  A KUNISHIGE KATANA   71.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD 
ujka384  A KATSUMITSU KATANA   62.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Eishô era (Aug 1505)   SOLD 
ujwa248 ICHIMONJI Ô-WAKIZASHI   57.5 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Kenchô era (1249~1246)   SOLD 
ujka342  A KANETSUGU KATANA    74.0 N/A   Heisei era (June 1995)   SOLD 
ujwa251 A TADAYUKI WAKIZASHI   44.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Hôei era (1704~1711)   SOLD 
ujka385  A TOMOSHIGE KATANA   71.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Genji era (June 1864)   SOLD 
ujka367  A YUKIHIRO KATANA   70.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)   SOLD      
 
 
 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 
Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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item# ujka386           sold 
 

AN ETCHÛ KIYOMITSU KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun to enpô era: 1661~1681) 
 

Swordsmith:  Etchû Kiyomitsu (清光)  
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.3cm     Moto-haba: 2.98cm 
Jihada:  Well-forged mokume hada with pronounced chikei within a darkish jigane 
Hamon:  Bright and consistent chû-suguha with kuichigaiba and ko-ashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Superior swordsmith Kiyomitsu was the son of Koshirô Shigekiyo and given the name 
Gorôzaemon with some sources listing his first name as Yaroku.  He lived in Etchû province, 
modern-day Toyama prefecture - a picturesque coastal city on Japan’s main island, Honshu.  His 
swords have a lovely darkish jigane (steel hue), often seen of swords crafted on the Sea of Japan.   
 

This katana features a bright and consistent chû-suguha (straight hamon) with the unique 
Yamato-den characteristic of kuichigaiba on the upper third of the blade.  Its antique koshirae 
from the late Edo period is most inspirational; through the rebirth tale of the fiery phoenix, the 
valiant importance of perseverance via the four gentlemen that all leads to the good luck omen of 
nasu (eggplants).  This is a shinto period samurai sword with a wise, old soul. 
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item# ujta051           sold  
 

A SHÔDAI MASAHIRO TANTÔ  
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Saga Ju Masahiro (shôdai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 26.9cm (ubu)         Curvature: 0.2cm     Moto-haba: 2.78cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (matching fittings and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Satô Kanzan) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Master swordsmith Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and is the son of Yoshinobu 
who was the adopted son of the great first generation Shodai Tadayoshi.  He began signing as 
Masanaga and even signed for grandmaster Shodai Tadayoshi when he became ill (dai-mei).  
 
Tantô crafted during the shinto period (1600~1780) are extremely rare.  As the formal daishô 
(matching katana/wakizashi) became the official dress code for the samurai, demand for tantô 
subdued dramatically.  The blade is forged with a magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a 
tightly forged konuka-hada that captures the heart and imagination.  This is a highly collectible 
tantô housed in a gorgeous matching wave-themed Late Edo period koshirae with its tsuka (hilt) 
wrapped in baleen representing the high social status of the samurai that it once belonged to.   
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item# ujka389           sold 
 

A RAI KUNIYASU KATANA  
unsigned, mid-nambokuchô period (jôji era: 1362~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chiyozuru Kuniyasu (shôdai, founder of Chiyozuru school) 
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm (ô-suriage)        Curvature: 2.45cm         Moto-haba: 3.15cm 
Jihada:  Standing-out itame mixed with mokume & nagare and chikei over a dark jigane  
Hamon:  Bright chû ̄-suguha with ko-gunome, nie-hotsure, ko-ashi, fine kinsuji & sunagashi  
Certificate:  NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This powerful katana is the work of Rai Kuniyasu, originally from the Rai school of Yamashiro 
province (Kyotô).  Kuniyasu is said to be the grandson of Rai Kunisue.  In 1337, Kuniyasu moved 
from Kyoto in search of a pure water source to forge his blades.  He eventually settled in 
beautiful Echizen province (modern-day Fukui prefecture) along the Sea of Japan and founded 
the Chiyozuru school meaning ‘a thousand generations of cranes’, symbolizing longevity. 
 
The wide mihaba (width) that extends the full length of the blade and the substantial koshizori 
gives an overall sense of grandeur. The jigane has a mysteriously darkish tone juxtaposed with a 
beaming suguha hamon that serves as a beacon of light - ready for action.  This is a healthy katana 
approaching 700-years-of-age that is ripe for collectability.  Potential custom koshirae project. 
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item# ujka387           sold 
 

A MIZUTA KUNISHIGE KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bitchû no Kuni Mizuta jû Kunishige (6th generation)  
Measurements: Length: 71.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.21cm     Moto-haba: 3.37cm 
Jihada:  Gritty mokume hada with pronounced chikei 
Hamon:  Surging waves of gunome-midare with sunagashi and plentiful kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & tsuka designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-jôsaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  (with custom-lacquered scabbard included in price) 
 
The Mizuta school derived its name from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in 
Bitchu province. Members of this school are said to be the descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and 
the smith Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta. The most famous smith of the Shinto Mizuta school 
was Ôtsuki Yogoro Kunishige, also known as 5th generation Ôyogo Kunishige.   
 
This wide, muscular katana is the work of his son Katsubei, the final working smith of the Ôtsuki 
branch of the Mizuta school.  The aggressive hamon exudes a grittiness that contains plenty of 
sunagashi and kinsuji hataraki that can best be described as Mizuta Soshu.  The new caretaker of 
this katana will be given the option to select the lacquer finish on the new scabbard that we’re 
going to custom build for the sword.   A personal touch for a terrific samurai sword. 
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item# ujka384           sold 
 
A KATSUMITSU ‘COUNTLESS BODIES TESTED’ KATANA  
signed & dated, muromachi period (eishô era, august 1505) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Katsumitsu  
Gold inlay (test):  Yamano Ka’emon no Jô Nagahisa + kaô – Dôdô tara taka ri bakari kore 
Measurements: Length: 62.3cm (ubu-nakago) Curvature: 1.5cm         Moto-haba: 2.66cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada, chikei and vibrant midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with kinsuji and ko-ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, soroi-kanagu, tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (Jirôzaemon ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan (Satô Kanzan) and Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
This fearless katana has been signed and dated to August 1505, during the 2nd year of Eishô era 
(1504~1521).  This time period coincides best with 5th generation Bizen no Kuni-jû Osafune 
Jirôzaemon no Jô Katsumitsu that flourished throughout the Eishô era.   Jirôzaemon Katsumitsu 
is ranked saijô-saku (grandmaster) and ô-wazamono for the extreme sharpness of his swords. 
 
On April 28, 1656 master sword tester Yamano Ka'emon no Jô Nagahisa, with this very sword, 
severed through countless bodies with ease. The blade features a bright suguha hamon with razor-
like ko-ashi and illuminating midare-utsuri.  The sword is further housed in a splendid handachi 
koshirae with matching fittings from the late Edo period.  This is a wickedly rare samurai sword. 
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item# ujwa248           sold 
 

A FUKUOKA-ICHIMONJI NORIFUSA Ô-WAKIZASHI  
unsigned, mid-kamakura period (kenchô era: 1249~1256) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no Kuni Ichimonji Norifusa  
Measurements: Length: 57.5cm (ô-suriage)        Curvature: 1.6cm         Moto-haba: 2.45cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada with ko-nie deki and  
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword designated as Masterwork) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshû (former Living National Treasure) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Mr. Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  (custom koshirae in process) 
 
This rare ô-wakizashi (long wakizashi) has been attributed by the NBTHK to the famed Fukuoka-
Ichimonji school of the golden Kamakura period.  The NTHK-NPO took the attribution a step 
further to that of Ichimonji Norifusa – a national treasure swordsmith. Norifusa was born Takazu 
Umanosuke and flourished during Kenchô era (1249~1256). Along with his brothers Yoshifusa and 
Sukezane, Norifusa is considered one of the three most important Ichimonji smiths.  
 
This sword features a beautiful swirling itame-hada overlaid with midare-utsuri and an icy blue 
jigane. Holding the sword quietly under the light is where the blade truly comes to its own. 
Glorious variations in its chôji-midare hamon captures both the heart and imagination.  The world 
has come a long way in 800 years - it's enjoyable to relive them through this blade. 
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item# ujka342           sold 
 

A KANETSUGU KATANA 
signed & dated, 6th month of the 7th year of heisei (june 1995) 
 
Swordsmith:  Higo no Kuni Jû Akamatsu Tarô Kanetsugu saku (ubu nakago) 
    Utsushi Minamoto Kiyomaro  
Measurements: Length: 74.0cm  Curvature: 2.0cm     Weight: 895g 
Jihada:  Dense ko-itame with ji-nie 
Hamon:  Wavy gunome choji-midare with sunagashi and long streaks of kinsuji 
Authentication: Sayagaki by the swordsmith himself 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Kimura Kanesada in 1951, living swordsmith Kanetsugu is of the Akamatsu Tarô School having 
studied under his father Kimura Kaneshige.  Kanetsugu is a greatly admired modern-day 
swordsmith who currently lives in Yatsushiro in Kumamoto prefecture on Kyushu island.  
 
The Akamatsu Taro school uses its own tamahagane giving their jigane a unique quality.  This 
sword is a faithful utsushi (recreation) of a katana by maestro Minamoto Kiyomaro.  The sword was 
dated in June of 1995 with a huge kissaki and a bright, bold hamon with a wavy gunome-choji-
midare pattern with long streaks of kinsuji.  It was commissioned by a husband and wife as 
written by Kanetsugu on the shirasaya sayagaki.  A modern-day koshirae was crafted with an 
alluring theme of flowers, spiders and a pair of menuki depicting a dragon swallowing a sword. 
 





























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeNV0N9jxfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeNV0N9jxfs
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item# ujwa251           sold 
 

A TADAYUKI WAKIZASHI  
signed, middle edo period (hôei era: 1704~1711) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamato no Kami Fujiwara Tadayuki (shôdai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 44.0cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.6cm     Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Itame-hada with chikei and a darkish jigane 
Hamon:  Bright notare with ko-gunome and kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-saku (ranked as an average swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Ryô-Wazamono (maker of very sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Mid-Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
This sharp wakizashi was crafted by Yamato no Kami Fujiwara Tadayuki, a first-generation 
swordsmith that worked in Bungo province during the Hôei era (1704~1711). Born Nakama Banpei, 
he changed his name to Nakama Shingobei and later received a stipend that could support ten 
people from the powerful Hosokawa Daimyô family.  This wide blade has impressive curvature for 
a wakizashi.  Its flowing notare hamon mixed in with ko-gunome that gives it an appearance of 
snowy mountain tops. Tadayuki is rated ryô-wazamono for the excellent sharpness of his blades.  
 

The sword is housed in a unique Inrô-kizami koshirae that also dates back to the mid-Edo period. 
There is a good chance that this koshirae is original to the blade itself, resting together faithfully 
for 300 years.  There is a cheerful vibe that permeates this piece of Japanese history.  
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 
 
 

ujka350 - A Shigezane Katana (63rd Jûyô Tôken) 
Enbun era (1356~1361) 

 
Custom-made paulownia wood sword box with hakogaki  

Congratulations Marc! 
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