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Hello everyone, 
 
Well, the 2020 year is soon coming to a close.  It has certainly been one to remember, and for reasons we all know 
why. For me personally, it’s highlighted the vital importance of having meaning in one’s life.  Without a definitive 
direction, without a guiding purpose, getting blown off course in times of confusion will inevitably ensue.  Most of 
us have dug deep these past few months and have unearthed many discoveries, some dark, some filled with treasure.  
It is critical to keep digging to build the foundations necessary to battle the forceful winds of change that always 
come.  It’s acceptable to struggle, that’s good, it shows that we’re marching forward, however hard.  To suffer is not.  
When that occurs, we must be honest with the source of pain and make the required adaptations to bring order to 
our lives and to the lives we are responsible for.  Let’s press forth with open eyes in 2021.    
 
Ten swords make up this, our 35th sword catalogue.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed exploring the artistic dimensions that 
make up each piece.  In truth, more than I ever have.  Great art, in all forms, never ceases to amaze me.  The 
profundity in message behind each creative expression opens up the world in ways we may not have seen before.  
These moments of awakening fuels me to share with you what I feel the art is trying to communicate and how we 
can use the message to help inspire and learn from.  These talented swordsmiths, metalsmiths, carpenters, artists of 
all types were (and are) operating at tremendous depths of skill and imagination.  These works of art serve as a 
guiding force allowing us to build meaningful lives filled with creative purpose.  
 
We commence the catalogue with a long ô-wakizashi by Mutsu no Kami Kaneyasu.  He is known as Hidari-Mutsu or 
‘lefty’ Kaneyasu as he was left-handed.  He chiseled his signature in a uniquely mirrored fashion.  The set of koshirae 
is absolutely brilliant, the saya looks like a sakura tree.  Its harmonious nature message is uplifting.  Next up, we have 
a katana by Ômiya Morikage from the violent mid-Nambokuchô period circa the Enbun era 1356~1361.  This a wide, 
impressive katana with an ô-kissaki built for battle. A dragon-themed koshirae with matching Kyô-Kinko fittings 
challenges us to confront our personal demons and retrieve the ‘gold’ that awaits us when we prevail.   
 
The third sword is a terrific katana from the early Edo period by Bizen superstar Ishido Yasuhiro.  The gunome-chôji-
midare hamon is pure delight. As this sword is in shirasaya only, we can assist the new owner in building a custom 
koshirae, should he or she desire.  Following on is a shorter length katana that was produced in Kaga province, also in 
the mid-1600s by swordsmith Kiyomitsu.  There is an old-world charm to this bright suguha blade that few Shinto 
period blades possess.  The ume (plum) and sakura themed koshirae give the sword an attractive balance.  Jumping to 
February 1746, we come to a super healthy katana by Kawachi Sukesada. This beefy blade carries a most dramatic 
curve (over 3cm), that was evidently inspired by the one-handed katate-uchi masterpieces from his Sukesada family 
predecessors from the mid-1500s.  The armored crab-themed koshirae pulls from the fact we can see kanitsune (crab 
claws) in the hamon.  This creative synchronicity is admirable and enjoyable. 
 
A glinting katana by shodai (first generation) Nagamichi is the sixth samurai sword.   Ranked as saijô-ôwazamono for 
the indelibly sharp swords he produced, this collectible Shinto period katana has been freshly polished along with a 
newly crafted habaki and shirasaya. The Edo period koshirae celebrating matsu (pine) and ikebana flowers give a 
prosperous message into the new year.   Travelling back to the middle Muromachi period, we have a beautiful 
signed and dated katana to February 1470 by Niô school swordsmith Sanekiyo.  The velvety textured jihada of this 
Yamato-den sword shines in sheer Koto period glory.  The koshirae with its gorgeous ripple design on the saya, 
playful spirit on the fuchi-kashira and fortune telling Hakke tsuba conveys inspirational wisdom.     
 
Shodai Tadakuni is next with a katana that encapsulates everything that a samurai sword should be.  Exceptional steel, 
a crisp signature and an Edo period koshirae of the highest quality.  It comes with a rare origami certificate from 
1839 by Hon’ami Kôkan valuing it to 10 gold pieces. The final available katana is a long, ruthless katana by Kunisada 
that underwent a two-body cutting test at Mt. Nijuhachi. The serene set of Edo period koshirae captures the mood in 
which justice was served. The last sword is a reference piece that was sold recently – a museum-grade tachi by Ko-
Ichimonji swordsmith Suke[yasu].  I hope you enjoy the time travel experience of this truly remarkable blade.  
  
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.   
We look forward to serving you.  

 
Warm regards, 
                        
 
 
Pablo Kuntz  
November 2020       
        Taken from a 50th birthday video message for 

                                                                                                 my friend Kyle. I’m joining the club soon too!  
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Index of Japanese Swords 
 
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujwa242 A KANEYASU Ô-WAKIZASHI   59.1 NBTHK Hozon  Shôhô era (1644~1648)   SOLD     
ujka332  A MORIKAGE KATANA   69.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Enbun era (1352~1356)  SOLD     
ujka335  A YASUHIRO KATANA   67.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujka336  A KIYOMITSU KATANA   63.9    NBTHK Hozon  Jôô era (1652~1655)  SOLD 
ujka337  A SUKESADA KATANA   64.1 Tokubetsu Hozon Enkyô era (Feb 1746)  SOLD 
ujka352  A NAGAMICHI KATANA   69.1 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1673)  SOLD 
ujka357  A NIÔ SANEKIYÔ KATANA   69.4 Tokubetsu Hozon Bunmei era (Feb 1470)  SOLD 
ujka366  A TADAKUNI KATANA   68.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Keian era (1648~1652)  SOLD 
ujka375  A KUNISADA KATANA    74.5 NBTHK Hozon  Hôei era (1704~1711)  SOLD 
ujka380  A SUKEYASU TACHI    69.0 NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Kamakura (1184~1222)  SOLD 
 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 

Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
 
 

Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 

Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
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item# ujwa242           sold  
 

A KANEYASU Ô-WAKIZASHI 
signed with left hand, early edo period (shôhô era: 1644~1648) 
 
Swordsmith:  Mutsu no Kami Kaneyasu (shodai, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 59.1cm  Curvature: 0.5cm     Motohaba: 2.64cm 
Jihada:  Well forged mokume-hada and masame-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Bright gunome-midare hamon with kinsuji, ko-ashi, sunagashi and tôgari  
Certificate1:  NBTHK Hozon (sword designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamono (rated as a maker of very sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Mutsu no Kami Kaneyasu was a talented swordsmith that chiseled his mei (signature) in a 
uniquely mirrored fashion, earning the nickname Hidari-Mutsu (‘lefty’ Kaneyasu). 
 
A distinctive Yamato quality can be admired in this extra-long wakizashi giving it an older 
appearance - this is due to his Yamato-Tegai school roots from the late 1500s.  There is plenty of 
kinsuji and sunagashi intertwined with a rolling gunome-midare that reminds one of Sukehiro's 
tôran-midare.   Kaneyasu had a reputation for crafting sharp swords and is thus ranked as a ryô-
wazamono. The koshirae (fittings) follows a nature-inspired theme with a marvellous saya 
(scabbard) resembling a sakura tree and a satoyama designed tsuba that pays tribute to the 
importance of working in harmony with nature.  A one-of-a-kind sword with a wonderful story. 



































https://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/11/28/satoyama.initiative.japan.biodiversity/index.html
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item# ujka332           sold   
 

AN ÔMIYA MORIKAGE KATANA 
unsigned, nambokuchô period (enbun era: 1352~1356) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no Kuni Ômiya Morikage (o-suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm  Curvature: 2.1cm     Motohaba: 3.16cm 
Jihada:  Well forged itame and nagare-hada with ji-nie, chikei and light midare utsuri 
Hamon:  Rhythmic koshibiraki with gentle valleys  
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (set of matching kôgai, kôzuka & menuki) 
Certificate 3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamono (rated as a maker of very sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshu (former Japan Living National Treasure) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This graciously curved powerhouse katana by Ômiya Morikage reflects its near 700-year-old 
Nambokuchô time period. Morikage worked during the Enbun era (1356~1361) and his swords 
have reached Jûyô status as well as prestigious Jûyô Bunkazai and Jûyô Bijitsuhin. This is a wide 
and valiant sword with a full-length bo-hi (groove) and an imposing ô-kissaki.  The hamon is a 
symmetrical koshibiraki with midare-utsuri to enjoy in the background amongst the dark swirling 
chikei. An outstanding custom koshirae was built for the sword that includes a matching set of 
dragon fittings from the Kyô-Kinko school with NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certification.   
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item# ujka335           sold  
 

A YASUHIRO KATANA 
signed with kikumon, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bicchû no Kami Tachibana Yasuhiro - (Kikumon)  (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 67.5cm  Curvature: 1.0cm     Motohaba: 3.07cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-hada with midare utsuri 
Hamon:  Brilliant gunome-choji-midare with long ashi  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Swordsmith Yasuhiro was one of the finest smiths working in Bizen tradition recreating the 
master works of the renowned Ichimonji school during the early Edo period. This katana carries a 
beautiful gunome-choji midare hamon with a midare-utsuri that brilliantly reflects both his talent and 
skill.  The nakago has the prestigious mark of the chrysanthemum, known as the kiku-mon.  The 
chrysanthemum symbolizes the sun and light giving this sword a sense of immortality. Yasuhiro 
is rated wazamono for his sharp swords and this blade lives up to this reputation. 
 
This katana is currently in shirasaya only and represents a glorious opportunity to build a striking 
custom koshirae should the new caretaker desire.   





























service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 

item# ujka336           sold   
 

A KIYOMITSU KATANA 
signed, early edo period (jôô era: 1652~1655) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashû-ju Harima no Daijo Kiyomitsu (ubu nakago, 2-character signature) 
Measurements: Length: 63.9cm  Curvature: 0.9cm     Motohaba: 2.97cm 
Jihada:  Itame and nagare-hada with chikei  
Hamon:  Clear suguha in ko-nie deki with kuichigaiba 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born in Kaga province with the name Chôzaemon and later changing to Jirôkurô, swordsmith 
Kiyomitsu worked during the Jôô era, circa 1652~1655.   He signed his swords Kashû-jû Harima no 
Daijô Fujiwara Kiyomitsu or simply Kiyomitsu such as we find on this katana.  
 
This katana has a distinctive Koto-period charm even though it was crafted during the Shinto 
period that the NBTHK Hozon certificate makes clear.  The bright suguha hamon over a standing 
out itame and nagare-hada with Yamato-esque kuichigaiba gives the eye plenty of admirable 
qualities.  The unique Kashû-nakago-jiri makes it clear this is a proud Kaga province katana, one of 
the wealthiest areas of Japan during the Edo period.  This sword comes with a full set of nature-
inspired koshirae with depictions of ume (plum) and sakura (cherry blossom) and a proud peacock.  
The uniquely lacquered saya (scabbard) compliments the blade magnificently well. 
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item# ujka337           sold   
 

A KAWACHI SUKESADA KATANA 
signed & dated, edo period (3rd year enkyô era: February 1746) 
 
Swordsmith:  (Kikumon) Ichi Kawachi no Kami Sukesada (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 64.2cm  Curvature: 3.2cm(!)     Motohaba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Well-forged ko-mokume hada with chikei and tobiyaki  
Hamon:  Wide gunome-midare-hamon with kanitsune, kinsuji, sunagashi and yô (leaves)  
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, longevity koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This strong and broadly curved katana, dated to February 1746, by Kawachi no Kami Sukesada was 
evidently inspired by the powerful katate-uchi (one-handed katana) masterpieces from the mid-
1500s during the turbulent late Muromachi period.  It is a weighty, healthy and muscular piece that 
has remained essentially unchanged after nearly 300 years.   
 
The jihada is a well-forged ko-mokume hada with a bright and complex gunome-choji hamon with 
areas that show kanitsune (crab claws).  A handsome set of koshirae carries a theme of longevity 
in the form of matsu (pine) as depicted on the Akasaka tsuba with armed crabs as menuki 
preparing for battle.  Sukesada is ranked as chujo-saku, an above-average swordsmith.  This 
collectible katana represents one of his finer achievements and is unique to its time period. 
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item# ujka352           sold   
 

A MIYOSHI NAGAMICHI KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Mutsu Daijô Miyoshi Nagamichi (shodai - first generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.1cm  Curvature: 1.7cm     Motohaba: 2.77cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-hada and nagare-hada with chikei and shirake utsuri  
Hamon:  Bright gunome-midare hamon with long, beautiful ashi   
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Saijô-owazamono (rated as a maker of the very sharpest of swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai (first generation) Nagamichi is ranked saijo-owazamono, a grandmaster in producing the 
sharpest of swords with the highest level of cutting ability. He was nicknamed Aizu-Kotetsu, as 
some of his masterworks rivalled that of grandmaster Kotetsu.  Nagamichi is further ranked by 
Fujishiro as a jô-saku (superior) smith, and considered one of finest smiths of the 17th century.   
 
This striking katana is blessed with classic Nagamichi qualities with a bright, wavy gunome-
midare hamon with long ashi resembling the snow-capped mountains of Mutsu province.  The 
sword is housed in a beautiful late Edo period koshirae with a pine-needle designed saya 
(scabbard) with bountiful depictions of flowers and sea life on the tsuba and fuchi-kashira. 
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item# ujka357           sold   
 

A NIÔ SANEKIYO KATANA 
signed & dated, middle muromachi (bunmei era: February 1470) 
 
Swordsmith:  Niô Sanekiyo (machi-okuri nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.4cm  Curvature: 1.0cm     Motohaba: 2.72cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-hada and nagare-hada with chikei and shirake utsuri  
Hamon:  Laser beam suguha hamon with ko-ashi and uchinoke 
Certificate 1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and fk are Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Niô name is said to originate to the Niho manor of Suô province.  Suô was home to many 
properties owned by the Todaiji (Great Eastern Buddhist Temple) in Yamato (Nara), the former 
capital of Japan.  As Niô School blades have a strong resemblance to Yamato works, it is assumed 
that there was a technical exchange between the two places.  
 
This rare and special katana by Niô Sanekiyo has been signed and dated to February 1470 and 
exudes a palpable sense of history.  The complex jihada is a sublime mixture of itame-hada, 
mokume-hada and nagare-hada.  It casts a velvety glow that lifts the spirit.   The bright suguha 
hamon on this freshly polished 550-year-old katana encourages the heart to walk a higher path.   
 
An exquisite set of custom koshirae with an eye-catching ripple design on the saya celebrates the 
journey and struggle towards leading a more virtuous life.  This is a gem of a samurai sword. 
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item# ujka366           sold   
 

A TADAKUNI KATANA 
signed, early edo period (keian era: 1648~1652) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen jû Harima Daijô Fujiwara Tadakuni (shodai, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 68.9cm  Curvature: 2.0cm     Motohaba: 2.93cm 
Jihada:  Superbly forged konuka-hada with sparkling ji-nie and chikei 
Hamon:  Crisp chû-suguha hamon with kinsuji, ashi and yô   
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NBTHK Hozon (tsuba designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Rare origami valuing the sword to 10 gold pieces by Hon’ami Kôkan in 1839 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Respecting the esteemed Hizen tradition, shodai Tadakuni forged a dense konuka-hada (pear skin 
finish) that shines with ji-nie.  On rare occasions, he tempered a chû-suguha (straight temper line) 
as represented on this remarkable katana. The sword is complimented by an exceptional Edo-
period koshirae that echoes the kinsuji (lightning) hataraki on the blade while setting a stormy 
scene with billowing clouds on the saya and a long ruthless hook as its kashira (pommel) inspired 
by master swordsman Miyamoto Musashi.  Comes with rare origami certification from 1839 by 
Hon’ami Kôkan valuing the katana to ten gold pieces.  This is a samurai sword to treasure. 
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item# ujka375           sold   
 

A KUNISADA ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA 
signed, middle edo period (hôei era: 1704~1711) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kunisada (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 74.5cm  Curvature: 1.0cm     Motohaba: 2.72cm 
Jihada:  Mixed itame-hada and mokume-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Thick notare-ba in nie-deki with kinsuji, sunagashi thick clawing ashi   
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Hozon (sword and fk are Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Swordsmith Kunisada was active during the mid-Edo period circa the Hôei era (1704~1711) and 
worked in Musashi province, the nation's capital. Few swords exist by Kunisada who is said to 
hail from Nakamura city in Ôshû province.  His known signatures were Ôshû Uda-gun Nakamura 
jû Kunisada or simply his name Kunisada.  
 
This long, powerful katana underwent a tameshigiri (cutting test) having successfully severed 
through two stacked bodies in one sweeping stroke.  Chiseled into the ura (reverse side) of the 
nakago, the test was performed by Murakami Hikozaemon at Nijûhachiyama, translated literally as 
'Mount Twenty-eight.'  Inspired by the location of the test, a thoughtful, antique Edo period 
koshirae with a serene mountainous landscape theme remains faithful to the sword.  This is a 
rare katana that holds a serious, contemplative presence.    
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item# ujka380            sold, for reference purposes only 
 

A KO-ICHIMONJI SUKE-YASU TACHI 
signed, early-kamakura period (1184~1222) 
 
Swordsmith:  Suke-yasu (signed助 Suke with 安 yasu difficult to decipher, suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.0cm  Curvature: 2.4cm     Motohaba: 2.90cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, nagare, ji-nie, chikei, and jifu-utsuri  
Hamon:  Nie-laden ko-midare-chô, mixed with ko-chôji that widens along the monouchi area, 
plus ample ko-ashi and yô, kinsuji and sunagashi, and yubashiri that appears parallel to the yakigashira  
Bôshi:   Suguha with a short ko-maru-kaeri, the haki-ura side shows nijûba  
Certificate:  62nd NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan-sensei in May 2020) 
Included:  Shirasaya, sword bag, stand, kit, description 
 
This extremely precious 800-year-old tachi from the Ko-Ichimonji school marks the transition 
point from the workmanship of the Ko-Bizen school that began in the Heian period (938~1184) to 
the more exuberant swords of the Fukuoka-Ichimonji school (1184~1293).  
 
Early works of the Fukuoka-Ichimonji School from the start of the Kamakura period (1184~1222) 
are referred to collectively as Ko-Ichimonji.  Blades in this classification reflect Ko-Bizen 
characteristics in terms of shape, body and hamon, but are enriched with novel elements such as 
ko-chôji (small clove blossom buds).  
 
This tachi has retained its two-character signature Sukeyasu (note: the second character for yasu 
is difficult to read), a seemingly unknown smith who likely worked with Ko-Ichimonji Sukenari.  
The blade has a wide, healthy, masculine shape with a jifu-utsuri and ko-gunome hamon that 
together radiate an icy-blue hue.  This sword is meant for the connoisseur who will forever 
appreciate its understated elegance and the rare, historical reference piece that it represents.   
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Designated as Jūyō-Tōken (a profound and important sword) 
at the 62nd jūyō shinsa held on October 18, 2016 
 

Tachi, mei: Suke- □ (助□)		

Ko-Ichimonji School, (古⼀⽂字) 
 
Measurements 
nagasa: 69.0cm 
sori: 2.4cm 
motohaba: 2.95cm, sakihaba: 1.8cm 
kissaki-nagasa 2.5cm, nakago-nagasa 17.0cm, nakago-sori 0.2 cm 
 
Description 
Keijo: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, wide mihaba, noticeable taper, normal kasane, deep sori, ko-kissaki 
Kitae: itame that is mixed with mokume and nagare and that features plenty of ji-nie, much chikei, and a jifu-utsuri 
Hamon: nie-laden ko-midare-chō that is mixed with ko-chōji and that widens along the monouchi area, in addition we 
see many ko-ashi and yō, kinsuji and sunagashi, and yubashiri that appear parallel to the yakigashira 
Bōshi: sugu with a short ko-maru-kaeri, the haki-ura side shows nijūba that appear parallel to the fukura 
Nakago: suriage, kirijiri, katte-sagari yasurime, two mekugi-ana, the haki-omote side bears in between the mekugi-ana the 
character for Suke but the second character is illegible 
 
Remarks 
The Fukuoka-Ichimonji School was founded by Norimune (則宗) in the early Kamakura period and experienced its 
prime during the mid-Kamakura period. Apart from Norimune, other notable early Kamakura period Ichimonji 
smiths were Sukemune (助宗), Narimune (成宗), Naomune (尚宗), Muneyoshi (宗吉), Munetada (宗忠), Shigehisa (重久), 
and Sadazane (貞真), and collectively are referred to as Ko-Ichimonji. Their workmanship differs from the more 
flamboyant mid-Kamakura period Ichimonji style and both the blade structure and jiba interpretations are by trend 
noticeably closer to the Ko-Bizen style of workmanship.  
 
This blade shows a kitae in itame that is mixed with mokume and nagare.  It contains plenty of ji-nie, considerable 
amounts of chikei, and jifu-utsuri.  The hamon is a nie-laden ko-midare-chō that is mixed with ko-chōji, numerous ko-ashi 
and yō and features kinsuji, sunagashi, and yubashiri. That is, we clearly recognize a classical interpretation [of the Ko-
Bizen school] but at the same time due to the presence of ko-chōji, we recognize an innovative approach whereupon 
we find ourselves between Ko-Bizen and Ichimonji.  Thus, the attribution must be to the Ko-Ichimonji school.   
 
The blade is of an excellent deki (workmanship) and has a very healthy jiba; ji (body) and yakiba (hardened area). 
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Arigato!!  Thank you for downloading catalogue 35.  
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email: service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 

 
Recently sold 

 

ujwa247 - A Shodai Masanaga Wakizashi  
 

with beautiful Edo period koshirae and Kata-Kuruma ‘Leg cutting test’  
performed in 1792 by Nagasaka Katsutsune 

 
Congratulations Tom! 

 
 
 
 

feel the history.™ 
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