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Hello everyone! 
 
I trust you all had a great summer.  We spent some time in Rosemere, Quebec, Canada, which was brilliant 
seeing many old friends and family.  We sure miss the big, tall trees already.  It’s such a beautiful time of year 
with the changing leaves parading their full autumn spectrum.  
 
I am proud to introduce ten wonderful swords in this, our 32nd Japanese sword catalogue.  The first piece is a 
katana crafted by Ise no Kami Kuniteru, one of the finest smiths in Settsu province.   This sword exudes Edo 
period formal wear in every way – a beautiful, well-forged blade with Yoshioka school kiri themed fittings that 
resemble a tuxedo.  This koshirae is exactly what a samurai would typically carry if invited to a daimyo castle. 
 
The next sword is a terrific wakizashi by Hiromichi of the respected Mishina school.  This sword is full of 
energy.  The blade is made in the Soshu tradition with ample hataraki to enjoy.  The wakizashi is secured in a 
unique Edo-period set of koshirae that celebrates our natural world.  For the eco warrior!  
 
The slithering snake crafted by Jûyô level metalsmith Kikuoka Mitsuyuki gracing the cover of this catalogue is 
found on our next katana by Yoshikane of the Chikushu Nobukuni school.  There is so much to admire in this 
piece.  A solid, powerful sword with a jihada that jumps out to the eye.  A bright, crisp suguha hamon and a 
marvelous set of Edo period fittings in a rare snake and dragon theme making it one of my personal highlights.  
 
Jumping back 700 years to the late Kamakura period is a very special katana by Rai Kunizane - son of national 
treasure swordsmith Rai Kunitoshi.  Its wide, magnificent shape makes it abundantly clear why this sword has 
been awarded prestigious NBTHK Jûyô tôken.   The densely forged ko-itame-hada has plenty of ji-nie and dark 
swirls of chikei.  A set of Hosokawa kuyo-mon (9 planets) menuki under the lacquered, leather wrapped hilt with a 
pure gold kiri habaki and a signed Tadatoki Akasaka tsuba gives this sword stunning aura on display.  
 
Next up is a powerhouse katana crafted by Kasusa no Suke Kaneshige that successfully severed three stacked 
human bodies – a rare tameshigiri cutting test performed in 1664 by Okada Jurôbei.  This sword is on hold. 
 
We then head to the violent Nambokuchô period in the mid-1300s to a remarkable sword by Shigezane that 
was once a fierce naginata.  Known as a naginata-naoshi, this katana bleeds dominance.  The kissaki (tip) is an 
intimidating 9.5cm.  A massive cut in defense from another sword in battle known as kirikomi rests on the base 
of the blade.  This treasured samurai sword was the family heirloom of the Naitô family as recorded on the 
sayagaki by Kanzan sensei.  Awarded 63rd NBTHK Jûyô tôken certification in 2017.  A big-time sword. 
 
A long, splendid katana by 2nd generation Jojo-saku swordsmith Tadatsuna is the next offering in the 
catalogue.   Crafted in the late 1600s in a calm suguha hamon with a smooth, steady stream of nie and nioi, this is 
a sword where form and function meet in full glory.  A fine opportunity to build a striking custom koshirae. 
 
Shodai Masahiro of the Edo Hôjôji school is the following katana.  This excellent sword echoes the majime 
(serious) character of samurai living in Edo at the time. The sayagaki by late Living National Treasure Hon’ami 
Nisshû states that the yakiba is gorgeous, which is clear to see why.  Its handsome koshirae features a Mino-Gotô 
cloud dragon tsuba and a shiokumi farming scene on the fuchi-kashira signed by Mogarashi Nyûdo Sôten.  
  
For those wanting a cutting test, this impressive gold-inlayed wakizashi by ryo-wazamono Yasusada is one to 
consider collecting.  This light, quick sword successfully severed through two stacked human bodies in one 
stroke by the renowned sword tester Yamano Ka’emon Nagahisa.  Another potential custom koshirae project.   
 
Our final listing in the catalogue is a delightful, freshly polished gendaito katana from circa 1926 by Yoshishige 
of Gifu prefecture that has the power of nata-mame (sword beans) on its side!   
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.   
We look forward to serving you.  

 
Warm regards, 
                        
 
 
Pablo Kuntz                         Our kids! Lennon, Nelson and Hannah 
October 2019 
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Index of Available Japanese Swords  
  
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka306  A KUNITERU KATANA   64.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Enpo era (1673~1681)  SOLD 
ujwa229 A HIROMICHI WAKIZASHI   39.0 Tokubetsu Hozon Jokyo era (1684~1688)   SOLD 
ujka325  A YOSHIKANE KATANA   70.5 Tokubetsu Hozon Enpo era (1673~1681)  SOLD 
ujka334  A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA   68.5 JÛYÔ TÔKEN  Shôwa era (1312~1317)  SOLD 
ujka347  A KANESHIGE KATANA   69.7    Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1664)  SOLD  
ujka350  A SHIGEZANE KATANA   67.8 JÛYÔ TÔKEN  Enbun (1356~1361)  SOLD   
ujka339  A TADATSUNA KATANA   77.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Enpo era (1673~1681)  SOLD   
ujka313  A MASAHIRO KATANA   63.3 Tokubetsu Hozon Manji era (1658~1661)  SOLD 
ujwa238 A YASUSADA WAKIZASHI   47.9 Tokubetsu Hozon Kanbun (1661~1664)  SOLD  
ujka064  A YOSHISHIGE KATANA   62.8 Kanteisho  Early Showa (~1926)  SOLD 

 
 To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 

http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 
 
To online visitors around the world… 
 

Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.  Please inquire 
about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
 
 

Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 

Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
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item# ujka306         
 

A KUNITERU KATANA 
signed, early edo period (enpo era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ise no Kami Kuniteru (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 64.5cm  Curvature: 1.45cm     Motohaba: 3.17cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged ko-itame with masame-hada in shinogi-ji, chikei and light utsuri 
Hamon:  Deep gunome-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (sword & koshirae designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate 4-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This katana embodies Edo period sophistication.  Born Kobayashi Hayanoshin, swordsmith 
Kuniteru was considered one of Osaka’s finest swordsmiths after Tsuda Sukehiro and Inoue 
Shinkai.  Expertly forged with chikei, a deep nioguchi in gunome-midare and a touch of utsuri, this 
extra sharp katana is housed in a high-class black lacquered koshirae with pure shakudo and gold 
Yoshioka school Inaba no Suke kiri-mon fittings.  This is formal wear for an elite samurai.  Six 
certificates accompany this highly collectible sword that includes sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan.  
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item# ujwa229          
 

A HIROMICHI WAKIZASHI 
signed, early edo period (jokyo era: 1684~1688) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hiromichi (ubu nakago, Mishina School) 
Measurements: Length: 39.0cm  Curvature: 0.8cm     Motohaba: 3.4cm 
Jihada:  Itame and mokume hada with chikei and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Dai-gunome midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, yô, tobiyaki in nie-deki 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate 3&4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and fuchi-kashira designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This rare and spirited hirazukuri wakizashi was crafted by swordsmith Hiromichi, student of Iga no 
Kami Kinmichi from the prestigious Yamashiro Mishina School in Kyoto circa 1684.  Plentiful 
hataraki abounds including kinsuji, sunagashi, yô and tobiyaki.  This is a gutsy sword that was 
directly inspired by the Koto-period Soshu tradition that Masamune made famous. 
 
The wakizashi is secured in a unique Edo-period set of koshirae that celebrates our natural world.  
Centipedes, dragonflies, spiders, trees, fish and flowers are depicted in marvelous detail at every 
turn.  The wakizashi was immensely personal to the samurai as it never left his side.   This sense 
of balance and closeness is particularly tangible within this very special piece of Japanese art. 
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item# ujka325          
 

A YOSHIKANE KATANA 
signed, early edo period (enpo era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikushû jû Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshikane (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm  Curvature: 1.1cm     Motohaba: 3.23cm 
Jihada:  Splendid itame and o-hada with swirling chikei and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Bright chu-suguha with kinsuji, sunagashi, yo, and ko-ashi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NBTHK Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho (designated as Extraordinarily Precious) 
Certificate 3:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (koshirae designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate 4-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This is a remarkable katana crafted in the early Edo period by jo-saku Yoshikane of the Chikuzen 
Nobukuni school in Kyushu.   The densely forged itame-hada contains boundless amounts of 
swirling chikei that’s visible in the kissaki (tip).  A precise chu-suguha hamon beams brightly with 
speckles of yô (leaves) falling gracefully toward the cutting edge - an attribute synonymous in the 
works of Yoshikane.  A gorgeous set of Edo period koshirae is led by a slithering snake on the 
fuchi (collar) that is signed and dated to the summer of 1785 by master metalsmith Kikuoka 
Mitsuyuki.  A magnificent water dragon is depicted on the iron tsuba while long, snake menuki 
weave their magic under the braided silk. Six certificates of authenticity accompany this class act. 
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item# ujka334      

    

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA  
unsigned, late kamakura period (shôwa era: 1312~1317) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 68.5cm  Curvature: 1.9cm    Moto-haba: 3.24cm      
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with mokume, nagare and some jifu, plenty of ji-nie, and chikei  
Hamon: Suguha-chō in ko-nie-deki with tight nioiguchi, ko-chōji, ko-gunome, many ashi  
Horimono: On both sides a bôhi (groove) that ends in kaku-dome (square-ended) in the nakago 
Certificate: 44th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro: Jo-saku (ranked as superior smith) 
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Rai Kunizane of the esteemed Rai school was the son of national treasure swordsmith Rai Kunitoshi 
with national treasured swordsmith Rai Kunimitsu being his older brother and Rai Tomokuni his 
younger brother.  Kunizane flourished in Yamashiro (Kyoto) during the late Kamakura period 
and likely worked into the warring Nambokucho period that started in circa 1333. 
 
This wide and powerful katana projects a stately confidence.   This is a sword that has been well-
cared for.  The densely forged ko-itame-hada has plenty of ji-nie and dark swirls of chikei to enjoy.   
The hamon is a bright suguha-chô with many ashi in typical Rai style.  The vermilion saya and 
Hosokawa kuyo-mon (9 planets) menuki under the lacquered, leather wrapped hilt with a pure gold 
kiri habaki and a signed Tadatoki Akasaka tsuba respectfully preserve this splendid samurai sword.  
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item# ujka347         
 

A KANESHIGE ‘3-BODY CUTTING TEST’ KATANA 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (kanbun era, 1661~1664) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kazusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (second generation)  
Gold inlay (test):  Mitsu-dō kirite Okada Jurōbei + kaō – Ni-san harai dotan iri 
Measurements:  Length: 69.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.0cm       Moto-haba: 3.01cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame with ji-nie, chikei 
Hamon:  Thick suguha mixed with gunome-midare with ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)  
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, soroi kanagu and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting Ability:  Ryo-Wazamono (maker of highly sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Sword tester Okada Jurôbei documented in gold inlay that with this brilliantly sharp katana, in 
one stroke, he severed through three stacked human bodies and into the earthen mound.  The test 
took place on the August 14, 1664 in the early Kanbun era.  The tameshigiri cut was made in the 
mid-belly area of the bodies – a demanding area to cut through.  
 
A thick suguha nioguchi reminiscent of the works of Kotetsu penetrates the blade with tons of 
hataraki to enjoy. A matching set of fittings (soroi kanagu) that features an iron tsuba by Tanaka 
Toryusai compliments this mighty heirloom of Kobayashi samurai family.   
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item# ujka350           
 

A SHIGEZANE NAGINATA-NAOSHI KATANA 
unsigned, nambokucho period (enbun era: 1356~1361) 
 
Swordsmith:  Shigezane (attribution, ô-suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 67.8cm  Curvature: 0.6cm     Motohaba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Flowing itame-nagare with ji-nie, chikei, namazu-hada and midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Hiro-suguha-cho in ko-nie deki with angularity, ashi, yô, sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate:  63rd NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryo-Wazamono (rated as a maker of highly sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, sword bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Behold an intense katana from the violent Nambokucho period attributed to Shigezane of the 
Motoshige school.  This katana was once a fierce naginata, a polearm - an effective weapon given 
their extra length to topple opponents on horseback.  Top-class naginata were reshaped into 
katana and wakizashi and immensely treasured by the ruling samurai of the Edo period.  
 
An imposing 9cm ô-kissaki dominates this sharp, formidable sword.  Flowing itame-nagare hada 
with midare utsuri juxtapose the darkish hue of the jigane.  A massive cut in defense from another 
sword in battle known as kirikomi rests on the base of the blade.  The sayagaki by Dr. Kanzan 
states that this katana was a family heirloom of the Naitô samurai family.  Big time samurai sword. 
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item# ujka339           sold 
 

A NIDAI TADATSUNA KATANA 
signed, early edo period (enpo era, 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Awataguchi Ômi no Kami Tadatsuna (second generation)  
Location:   Settsu province (Osaka)  
Measurements:  Length: 77.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.0cm       Moto-haba: 3.2cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, itame-hada in shinogi-ji, chikei  
Hamon:  Gorgeous suguha in nie-deki mixed with ashi, suguha and kinsuji 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jojo-saku (a highly superior smith)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)  
Included:  Shirasaya, bag, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Standing tall with an extra-long nagasa (cutting edge) of 77.3cm this is a towering katana by 
second generation Awataguchi Tadatsuna of Settsu province.  Crafted early in his career before he 
signed with his art name Ikkanshi, this shinto tour de force is quite simply, a beautiful sword.  
 
Forged in exquisite ko-itame that extends into the shinogi-ji, streams of nie follow the bright suguha 
hamon with wide nioguchi.  Fine hataraki of sunagashi, kinsuji, and playful gunome-ashi are a treat 
for the sword connoisseur.  Sayagaki by Tanobe sensei describes the hamon as being odayakana 
meaning ‘calm/gentle’ echoing a level of elegance embedded in such courageous workmanship. 
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item# ujka313      
 

A HOJOJI MASAHIRO KATANA 
signed, early edo period (manji era: 1658~1661) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ômi no Kami Hôjôji Tachibana Masahiro (ubu nakago, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 63.3cm  Curvature: 1.3cm     Motohaba: 2.94cm 
Jihada:  Dense ko-itame with masame-hada in shinogi-ji, chikei, shirake-utsuri ji-nie 
Hamon:  Suguha mixed with wavy gunome-ashi with tobiyaki 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshu 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Masahiro was the founder of the shintô era Edo Hôjôji school that Kunimitsu founded in the 
Hôjôji district of Tajima province circa 1362.  Masahiro moved from Tajima to Musashi (Tokyo) in 
the early 1650s and carefully developed the school to great respect and prosperity.  
 
There is an authenticity to this katana that echoes the majime (serious) character of samurai living 
in Edo at the time.  This would have been a custom-ordered katana given its shorter length, that 
fighting samurai generally preferred.   The sayagaki by late Living National Treasure Hon’ami 
Nisshû states that the yakiba is gorgeous.  Its handsome koshirae features a Mino-Gotô cloud 
dragon tsuba and a shiokumi farming scene on the fuchi-kashira signed by Mogarashi Nyûdo Sôten.  
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item# ujwa238         
 

A YASUSADA ‘2-BODY CUTTING TEST’ WAKIZASHI 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (kanbun era, 1661~1664) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamato no Kami Yasusada (first generation)  
Gold inlay (test):  Futatsudo kiriotoshi Yamano Kaʼemon Nagahisa  
Measurements:  Length: 47.9cm (ubu) Curvature: 0.5cm       Moto-haba: 2.73cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, masame-hada in shinogi-ji, chikei 
Hamon:  Bright suguha mixed with ashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting ability:  Ryo-Wazamono (maker of highly sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This commanding wakizashi was crafted by Shinto maestro Yamato no Kami Yasusada.   It is said 
that Yasusada is originally from Echizen province and studied under Shodai Yasutsugu.  Another 
theory states he travelled to Edo (Tokyo) by way of the Kishu Ishido School.  Yasusada enjoyed a 
close relationship with the great tameshigiri (cutting test) master Yamano Ka’emon Nagahisa.   
 

This daisho-sized wakizashi is a testament to the remarkable sharpness of Yasusada’s swords as 
this blade severed cleanly through two deceased convicted criminals in one stroke by Nagahisa.  The 
sword has a lovely tapered shape with a well-forged itame-hada and shining ji-nie.  There is a 
calculating quickness to this blade with a rare and brilliant suguha hamon with intermittent ashi.  
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item# ujka064        
 

A YOSHISHIGE KATANA 
signed, early showa period (circa ~1926) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yoshishige (two-character signature) 
Location:  Gifu prefecture 
Measurements: Length: 62.8cm  Curvature: 1.2cm     Motohaba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Tight itame-hada 
Hamon:  Sugu-yakidashi into ko-gunome midare with togari, sunagashi and kinsuji 
Nakago:  Ubu-nakago with kengyo nakago-jiri and saka-takanoha file marks  
Certificate 1:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword designated as Authentic) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba & soroi-kanagu designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This delightful gendaito katana by Yoshishige was signed with a two-character inscription a few 
years prior to the start of WWII.    The blade has been freshly polished in 2019 and displays a 
beautiful ko-gunome midare hamon with plenty of togari, respecting the Mino tradition. 
 
Complementing the sword is a unique matching set of mid-Edo period fittings (soroi kanagu) in 
the design of nata mame – Japan’s beloved sword beans.   Known for the medicinal powers that 
improve one’s immune system, these terrific silver and iron pieces crafted by the Oda School in 
Satsuma province reinforce the healthiness of the sword.  A near 400-year-old Kô-Kinkô sukashi 
tsuba in the form an ume (plum blossom) adds extra energy and flow to this original piece.   
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

ujta048 - A Hosho School Tanto in aikuchi koshirae 
Kamakura period 

 
Family heirloom of the Satake clan in Akita province 

Congratulations Nick! 
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