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Hi everyone, 
 
I’d like to first congratulate Japan on ushering a new era called Reiwa on May 1st.  Its direct translation is 
‘Beautiful harmony‘. Emperor Akihito’s elder son, Naruhito, has now ascended the throne as the 126th 
Emperor of Japan, marking the end of the 30-year Heisei era.  Three Shinto tradition objects – a mirror, 
a sword and a gem – known as the Imperial Treasures are said to have been passed down from the gods 
through generations of emperors since 660BC.  The sword represents bravery for a challenging spirit. 
 
I have personally drawn special inspiration from this fresh start.  One big adjustment is that I am now 
wearing glasses at my Mac and needing to do a lot more back stretching exercises.  Middle age has firmly 
arrived and I am facing it head on!  If I was a sword, I think I’m entering the late 1500s Momoyama period… 
Well, I have been determined to introduce a new catalogue celebrating this month of May.  Allow me to 
introduce the swords and fittings in this catalogue covering over 200-pages! 
 
The first piece is a big, beautiful katana by a shinshinto period great, Chôunsai Tsunatoshi.  This katana was 
especially commissioned to a loyal and patriotic samurai named Tadashi Mimura who worked in the Kaizu 
fief.  I rarely know the personal background story to a sword; this is one to certainly collect and cherish. 
 
The Yamato Hosho school, known especially for their straight-grain masame-hada, is another rare katana to 
treasure.  The blade is ubu-nakago, polished by Sasaki-sensei and has Tanobe-sensei sayagaki.   The Hosho 
school is one of my all-time favourites and the activity swimming in the steel is eternally captivating.  
 
Next is a handsome Juyo token katana by Niô Kiyotsuna from the late Kamakura period, circa 1329.  I 
admire this blade because of its strong inner spirit.  This is a blade that speaks to you quietly and 
confidently.  I have included a set of Niô menuki that could potentially be used for a custom koshirae.     
 
A delightful late Edo period katana by 8th generation Nobutaka from Owari province with Tanobe-sensei 
sayagaki has a distinct Yamato tradition flair to it, which is rare for Nobutaka.  This blade is housed in a 
matching arabesque and kiri-mon design tachi koshirae that will look stunning on display.  Two more 
special swords that I have with me in the UK on consignment are a Kamakura period katana with lovely 
koshirae by jojo-saku smith Aoe Yoshitsugu and a 1943 WWII collectable katana by Kôa Isshin Mantetsu.    
 
I am pleased to include two unique pieces from the Nara school.  One is a tsuba stamped Ryôka, penname 
for Tsuneshige.  This tsuba is of the Taoist immortal Tieguai with crystal eyes that follow you!  The next is a 
set of fuchi-kashira depicting Shôki, the Demon Queller – these fittings should really be paired together. 
 
Over the past few months a number swords have been sold privately to clients.  I have interspersed some 
notable highlights within this catalogue.  One of the most important swords is a kodachi by national 
treasure swordsmith Norishige.  Norishige is a fellow student of Masamune. Another Juyo token katana 
sold is by Shodai Kyo-Tanba Yoshimichi.  Normally one would expect to see a sudare-ba hamon, however, this 
rare gem is forged in suguha.  An outstanding Higo custom handachi koshirae was created for the sword.   
 
A Ko-Bizen tachi partly signed by Ietoshi is another masterpiece.  My father (who proofreads the 
catalogues) calls this sword ‘a Cadillac’!  All of these swords are museum-worthy.  Be sure to also review 
the Jumyo katana that former NBTHK director Kunzan once gifted his brother-in-law and an awesome 
three-body cutting test katana by Yamato no Kami Yasusada with Yamano Ka’emon no Jô Nagahisa gold inlay. 
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.   
We look forward to serving you.  
 
Warm regards, 

                        
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz   
May 2019            
          At my desk with my bifocals!      
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Index of Available Japanese Swords  
  
ITEM#   SWORDSMITH & TYPE   CM  CERTIFICATE  ERA / PERIOD   PRICE 
ujka326  A TSUNATOSHI KATANA   70.45 Tokubetsu Hozon February 1843  SOLD 
ujka171  A HOSHO KATANA    73.2 Tokubetsu Hozon Kamakura (1300~1333) SOLD 
ujka322  A NIÔ KIYOTSUNA KATANA   70.5 JUYO TOKEN  Gentoku (1329~1331) SOLD  
ujwa237 A NORISHIGE KODACHI   59.0 JUYO TOKEN  Enkyo era (1308~1311) SOLD 
ujka314  A NOBUTAKA KATANA   72.1 Tokubetsu Hozon September 1814  SOLD 
ujka273  A YOSHIMICHI KATANA   77.5 JUYO TOKEN  Keicho (1596~1615) SOLD 
ujka328  A YOSHITSUGU KATANA   70.3    Tokubetsu Hozon Karyaku (1326~1329) SOLD 
ujka312  A MANTETSU KATANA   66.7 N/A   Spring 1943  SOLD     
ujka189  AN IETOSHI TACHI    72.0 JUYO TOKEN  Hoji era (1247~1249) SOLD 
ujtu116  A RYOKA TSUBA    7.2 NBTHK Hozon  Mid-Edo (1775~1800) SOLD  
ujfk087  A SHOKI FUCHI-KASHIRA   3.8 NBTHK Hozon  Mid-Edo (1750~1780) SOLD 
ujka327  A JUMYO KATANA    74.6 Tokubetsu Hozon Kyoho era (1716~1736) SOLD 
ujka302  A YASUSADA KATANA   72.7 Tokubetsu Hozon Keian era (1648~1652) SOLD 
 

ALL PRICES ARE IN US DOLLARS 
 

To access current and previous catalogues, please visit: 
http://new.uniquejapan.com/currently-available-swords-at-unique-japan 

 

 
To online visitors around the world… 
 

Welcome!  We completely respect the fact it takes a huge leap of 
personal faith in us to commit to a particular sword(s) given the 
reliance on photos and descriptions for such a highly valued item. 
 
It is our promise to address all your questions to the best of our 
ability.  It’s important to us that you feel completely confident 
that the sword you choose (and chooses you) is destined for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
Please take reassurance that all swords from Unique Japan are 
guaranteed authentic and come with a 3-day worry free 
inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
We acquire swords on a regular basis and can source swords for 
collectors seeking a specific smith and/or school.   
 
Please inquire about our latest arrivals that may not be listed in 
the catalogue.  
 
Also, be sure let us know if you are travelling to Tokyo as we can 
book a private meeting together at our studio in Ebisu. 
 
Domo arigato, 
Pablo 
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item# ujka326         
     

A TSUNATOSHI KATANA 
signed & dated, edo period (14th year of Tenpo, February 1843) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yonezawa-shi Chô ̄unsai Tsunatoshi (ubu-nakago, shodai - first generation) 
Client:  Mimura Tadashi – Hôkoku no Tanshin (for Loyalty and Patriotism!)  
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm       Curvature: 2.15cm  Moto-haba: 3.2cm       Weight: 925g 
Jihada:  Densely forged ko-itame hada in nioi-deki with light shirake utsuri  
Hamon: Gunome-choji-midare with tobiyaki, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Hakikake (brushed) with midare-komi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba & fuchi-kashira designated as authentic) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
First generation master swordsmith Chôunsai Tsunatoshi was a student of the great Suishinshi 
Masahide. Tsunatoshi moved to Edo during the Bunsei era (1818~1830) where he worked in the 
residence of the Uesugi family, the daimyô of Yonezawa domain.  
 
This remarkable and rare katana was commissioned to Tsunatoshi by samurai Mimura Tadashi, 
a member of the Kaizu fief.  Boldly chiseled with the characters Hôkoku no Tanshin (loyalty and 
patriotism) this sword embodies a profound devotion in servitude for the Tokugawa family. 
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item# ujka171          

 

A HOSHO KATANA 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1300~1333) 
 
Swordsmith:  The Hosho School (ubu-nakago) 
Location:  Yamato province (present-day Nara prefecture)  
Measurements: Length: 73.2cm       Curvature: 1.4cm  Moto-haba: 3.0cm       Weight: 750g 
Jihada:  Pure masame-hada in nie-deki with chikei 
Hamon: Bright suguha, wide nioguchi with nijuba, kuichigai-ba, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Hakikake (brushed)  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae and tsuba designated as authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe sensei  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This magnificent katana has been attributed to the greatly admired Hosho School, which 
produced swords during the mid-Kamakura to the end of the Nambokucho period.  Of the five 
major schools of the Yamato tradition, the Hosho School holds a special place amongst them by 
forging exclusively in their iconic straight-grain pattern known as masame-hada.   
 
Masterful work in every sense, this is a rare ubu-nakago katana to cherish deeply.  The infinite 
layers of visible steel flow like a river and bubble in a multitude of hataraki that includes sunagashi 
and brilliant kinsuji.  Its uchigatana koshirae lacquered with Zen pools of red and black with an 
Izutsu kamon hilt and a noble Heianjo wheel tsuba add extra dimensions of character to enjoy.  
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item# ujka322            

   

A NIÔ KIYOTSUNA KATANA 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa gentoku era 1329~1331) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kiyotsuna of the Nio School (o-suriage, mumei nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm       Curvature: 1.2cm Moto-haba: 2.83cm      Weight: 740g 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, nagare and masame, fine ji-nie and shirake-utsuri  
Hamon: Suguha in ko-nie-deki, tight nioiguchi, ko-gunome, ko-ashi, yubashiri and tobiyaki  
Certificate #1: 52nd NBTHK Juyo Token (attributed to Niô School designated as Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a katana authenticated to Nio Kiyotsuna) 
Certificate #3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a set of Nio menuki authenticated to Yokoya school) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (third generation Nio Kiyotsuna is ranked as a superior smith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, set of menuki, bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Niô School was founded in Suo province (Yamaguchi prefecture) on the south-western tip of 
Japan’s Honshu island in the mid-1200s by swordsmith Kiyotsuna.  Swords of the Nio tradition 
have a convincing Yamato-den influence that radiate strength, wisdom and sophistication.   
 
This admirable katana was crafted 700 years ago at the end of the Kamakura period and has been 
awarded prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token. The jihada stands out beautifully - a delightful mixture 
of itame, mokume, flowing nagare and classic Yamato straight-grain masame.   A clean suguha hamon 
undulates to form a tight ko-gunome.  To admire this sword is to appreciate the strong, quiet 
character.  Residing deep within this sword is a self-assured power awaiting to be discovered.    
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item# ujwa237         

     

A NORISHIGE KODACHI 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa enkyo era 1308~1311) 
 
Swordsmith:  Den Norishige (o-suriage, mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 59.0cm       Curvature: 1.3cm  Moto-haba: 2.6cm      Weight: 470g 
Jihada:  Stand-out itame with mokume and nagare forming matsukawa-hada, darkish steel 
Hamon: Wide nioguchi mixed with gunome, choji, ko-notare, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Nie-laden ko-maru kaeri with plenty of hakikake 
Certificate:  62nd NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro:  Sai-josaku (ranked as a grandmaster sword smith)   
 

SOLD 
 
It gives us great pleasure to introduce a sword by one Japan’s finest swordsmiths.  Norishige was 
a fellow student of Masamune under Shintôgo Kunimitsu.  Among the early great Sôshû masters, 
Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune.  The major difference is that the kitae 
(body grain) produced by Norishige stands out more visibly – primarily in the form of his iconic 
matsukawa-hada - a spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees. 
 
This sword is registered as a wakizashi, however, its long cutting edge of 59cm and generous 
curvature demonstrate the classic shape of a kodachi – a small tachi. A spectacular amount of 
hataraki featuring yo, hotsure, kinsuji, sunagashi and dazzling ji-nie abound on this blade.  700-year-
old whirlpools of matsukawa-hada gives the steel such character.  A gorgeous set of antique Higo-
koshirae with gold-lacquered samekawa on the hilt completes this museum-worthy Juyo treasure. 
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item# ujka314      

     

A NOBUTAKA KATANA 
signed & dated, edo period (11th year of Bunka, September 1814) 
 
Swordsmith:  Owari no kuni hachi-dai me Nobutaka (ubu-nakago, eighth generation) 
Location:  Owari province (Nagoya)  
Measurements: Length: 71.3cm       Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.9cm       Weight: 775g 
Jihada:  Densely forged ko-itame hada with light shirake utsuri  
Hamon: Chu-suguha with deep kinsuji and nijuba and kuichigaiba  
Boshi:   Hakikake (brushed) with ko-maru and long kaeri 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tachi fittings & tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo tachi koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Hoki no Kami Nobutaka school enjoyed the patronage of the Tokugawa clan of Owari province 
for an impressive ten successive generations until the end of the Edo period. Born Shimizu 
Jinnoshin, 8th generation Nobutaka was likened to the first three generations in both quality and 
skill.  This katana is a rarity for Nobutaka as it was forged in a bright suguha.  Bold strokes of 
kinsuji and the presence of nijuba pays clear tribute to the classic lines of the Yamato tradition.   
 
A striking tachi koshirae with Edo-period fittings in a matching kiri-mon theme gives the sword a 
dignified presence.  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei accompanies this collectible jo-sun katana. 
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item# ujka273                  [sold] 
     

A SHODAI YOSHIMICHI KATANA 
signed, early edo period (circa keicho era: 1596~1615) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tanba no Kami Yoshimichi (ubu-nakago, shodai – first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 77.5cm       Curvature: 1.9cm  Moto-haba: 3.2cm      Weight: 910g 
Jihada:  Itame with masame, ji-nie and chikei 
Hamon: Chû-suguha in ko-nie-deki with a wide nioiguchi mixed with gunome and ashi  
Boshi: Midare-komi with a ko-maru-kaeri, hakikake, and tobiyaki on the omote side  
Certificate:  7th NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Honma Junji (Kunzan)  
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)   
 
Shodai Yoshimichi is the third son of Seki Kanemichi who originally travelled from Noshu 
Seki.  He moved to Seidonin in Kyoto with his father and brothers in February of 1593.  Yoshimichi 
received the Tanba (no) Kami title on December 7th, 1595 and was still active in 1637.  The family 
stayed in Kyoto for eleven generations and are collectively known as Kyo-Tanba 京丹波. 
 
This katana is a valuable reference piece for two significant reasons.  The first is that Yoshimichi 
rarely forged long swords - he predominately crafted wakizashi and tanto.   To handle a katana of 
his measuring 77.5cm is a treasure in its own right.   The other, and more importantly, is that this 
sword is forged in a suguha hamon.  The Kyo-Tanba name is synonymous with the sudare-ba hamon, 
a temper line that resembles a bamboo curtain that shodai pioneered.  No nihonto enthusiast 
would imagine that this magnificent blade was forged by him.  It is a a museum-grade sword 
that pays tribute the Yamato roots of his ancestry - and one of the first swords to attain NBTHK 
Juyo token.  A beautiful custom handachi koshirae with a brilliant set of matching Higo fittings was 
built for the client in Japan over several months.  It now remains in good, caring hands.  
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item# ujka328                

 

AN AOE YOSHITSUGU KATANA 
unsigned with gold inlay, kamakura period (circa 1326~1329) 
 
Swordsmith:  Aoe Yoshitsugu (o-suriage nakago, attribution by Hon’ami Tenrai) 
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm       Curvature: 1.6cm  Moto-haba: 2.8cm        
Jihada:  Ko-itame-hada with namazu-hada (catfish), chikei and dan-utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha-chô mixed with saka-chôji in ko-nie deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba & fuchi-kashira designated as authentic) 
Fujishiro:  Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior smith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe sensei  + Origami and hakogaki by Hon’ami Tenrai 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This beautiful katana from the late Kamakura period has been attributed to jojo-saku (highly 
superior) swordsmith Yoshitsugu from the prestigious Aoe school.  Works by Yoshitsugu are rare 
and highly celebrated with certain works having attained coveted Tokubetsu Juyo, Juyo Bijutsuhin, 
and Juyo Bunkazai.  This particular katana was first attributed to Yoshitsugu by Hon’ami Tenrai in 
1935.  He signed the nakago in gold inlay and included a lovely washi-paper origami inside a 
collectible hakogaki - signed wood box. This is a blade that carries many of the dignified hallmarks 
of the Aoe school such as the presence of namazu-hada (catfish skin), dark spots inside the body 
and light dan-utsuri (reflective linear shadow hamon). The bright suguha-hamon slants in parts 
forming saka-choji, which again, gives extra flair to study.  A handsome set of certified koshirae 
with Soten school fittings and a mother-of-pearl saya (scabbard) look superb on display.   
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item# ujka312       

   

A MANTETSU KATANA 
signed & dated, showa period (spring 1943) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kôa Isshin Mantetsu saku (ubu nakago) 
Date:   Shô ̄wa mizunoto-hitsuji haru (spring time, Year of the Sheep in Showa era) 
Measurements: Length: 66.7cm       Curvature: 1.6cm  Moto-haba: 3.0cm       Weight: 746g 
Jihada:  Muji-hada 
Hamon: Hoso-suguha (thin straight hamon)  
Included:  Modern koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
For collectors of second world war memorabilia, this is a katana worth considering. Signed Kôa 
Isshin meaning “Asia-one heart” this katana personifies the immense patriotism Japan 
demonstrated during WWII.  Curiously, Mantetsu steel was developed at the Dairen Manchurian 
Railroad Factory beginning in September of 1937.  The phrase "Kôa Isshin" was used from 1939. 
Metallurgical examination of the steel has revealed that it is very close to pure iron. 

This katana is dated to the spring of 1943, making it one of the later 
made Mantetsu katanas.  It has a thin laser-beam like hamon, which 
is characteristic for swords from this factory.  The sword feels solid 
in hand, and carries a cutting-edge length that is often seen in gunto, 
military mounted swords.  A modern custom koshirae with a 
warrior and dragon theme was created especially for the sword.  The 
red-vermillion lacquered saya matches the passion that this sword 
epitomizes.  Please ask for video and photos.  Blade is in the UK. 
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item# ujka189                  [sold] 
 

A KO-BIZEN IETOSHI TACHI 
partly-signed with gold inlay 
middle kamakura period (hoji era: 1247-1249) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ietoshi (Ko-Bizen School) 
Measurements: Length: 72.0cm (suriage)         Curvature: 2.3cm         Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  itame mixed with mokume, in addition ji-nie, fine chikei, and a vivid midare-utsuri  
Hamon: ko-nie-laden suguha-chō that is mixed with ko-gunome, ko-midare, many ashi and    

yō, some yubashiri-like tobiyaki above the yakigashira, kinsuji, and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: 62nd NBTHK Juyo (sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (koshirae certified as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (kozuka certified Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4-5: NBTHK Hozon (tsuba and kogai certified Worthy of Preservation) 
 
This remarkable tachi was crafted Ietoshi of the Ko-Bizen school during the heart of the Kamakura 
period, circa 1247AD.  When it was first made, this sword would have been a good 10cm longer 
and carried on horseback by a samurai.  Over the centuries, the sword was shortened many times, 
evident by the five of holes in the nakago due to the changing demands of battle.  Thankfully the 
first character “Ie” was preserved at the very bottom of the nakago making the attribution that 
much more discernible.  Gold inlay of Ietoshi was added to the nakago during its lifetime. 
 
This is the only sword by Ietoshi that has attained prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token, thus being a 
rare and important reference piece.  All the classic qualities of Ko-Bizen forging techniques can 
be enjoyed within this elegant tachi.  A splendid set of koshirae accompanies this fine collectible. 
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item# ujtu116         
   

A RYÔKA TIEGUAI TSUBA 
signed with stamp, mid-edo period (circa 1775~1800) 
 
Metalsmith:  Ryôka (Kawamura Tsuneshige of the Nara school) 
Location:  Edo province (present-day Tokyo)  
Measurements: Height: 7.2cm       Width: 6.7cm  Thickness: 4.6mm    Weight: 145g 
Material:  Brass with stone-like surface finish 
Design: Motif of Taoist immortal Tieguai (Japanese Tekkai) 
Engraving:  Sunken relief, gold accents, the eyes are an inlay of crystals (extremely rare) 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation) 
Included:  Tsuba box and printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Say hello to a rare brass kinko tsuba by Kawamura Tsuneshige of the Nara school who stamped the 
penname of Ryoka. Tsuneshige was active in the mid-Edo period and is said to be a student of 
Nara Shigetsugu. His specialty was depicting characters from Chinese and Japanese legends.  On 
this tsuba, the benevolent (and rather disheveled) Taoist immortal Tieguai is the feature attraction.  
 
Rather unsettlingly, in whichever angle you hold the tsuba, the deep powerful crystal eyes of 
Tieguai appear to stare back at you.  It’s a fantastic curiosity that is delightfully intimidating and 
completely irresistible once you lock into a personal staring contest with this grumpy immortal.   
Have a look at this video to see him in action à    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRjUzTCcMsc 

https://youtu.be/IRjUzTCcMsc
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item# ujfk087         
   

A NARA SHÔKI FUCHI-KASHIRA 
unsigned, mid-edo period (circa 1750~1780) 
 
Metalsmith:  Nara School (Tsuchiya Yasuari attributed by the NTHK-NPO) 
Location:  Edo province (present-day Tokyo)  
Measurements: Height: 3.8cm       Width: 2.2cm   
Material:  Brass with stone-like surface finish 
Design: Motif of Taoist Shôki ‘The Demon Slayer’ and hiding demons 
Engraving:  High relief, inlay and colour accents 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (a fuchi-kshira designated as Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a fuchi-kashira designated as authentic) 
Included:  Fuchi-kashira box and printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Crafted in the mid-Edo period by the Nara school, this brilliant fuchi-kashira depicts very anxious 
demons hiding from Shôki, the sword-wielding demon slayer.  The expressions are so life-like! To 
this day in Japan, many homes have an effigy of Shôki to ward off evil spirits and illness.    
 
As this fuchi-kashira has the same Taoist origins as the ujtu116 Ryoka Tieguai tsuba along with the 
fact they were both created by Nara school and collectively have a material of brass with stone 
surface finish, a preference will be granted to the client who acquires both these fittings as a set.  
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item# ujka327         

     

A JUMYO KATANA 
signed, middle edo period (circa kyoho era 1716~1736) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hitachi no Kami Fujiwara Jumyo (ubu-nakago trimmed slightly at nakago-jiri) 
Location:  Shimizu in Mino province 
Measurements: Length: 74.6cm       Curvature: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 3.17cm      Weight: 765g 
Jihada:  Itame hada in ko-nie deki  
Hamon: Gunome-midare with rhythmic togari, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Hakikake (brushed) with ko-maru (turnback) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (Edo period tsuba and koshirae designated as authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Honma Junji (a personal gift from Kunzan)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Jumyô school, originating from Yamato (Nara), moved to Mino province during the 
Kamakura period. The school continued until the end of the Edo period, prospering under the 
patronage of Owari Tokugawa clans. Jumyô (also read Toshinaga) translates to “happy [long] 
life” and were celebrated gifts of good fortune to daimyo (great) families. This long, impressive 
katana was the personal gift of Honma Junji (Kunzan) to his brother-in-law Mori Kazuo.  The 
hamon is a bright rhythmic gunome-midare in rich ko-nie deki with plenty of hataraki.   Its Edo 
period koshirae has a unique leather-like texture on the saya with shisa lions standing guard. 
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item# ujka302                  [sold] 
  

A YASUSADA ‘CUTTING TEST’ KATANA 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (keian era, 1648~1652) 

 
Swordsmith:  Yamato no Kami Yasusada (ubu-nakago, shodai)  
Gold inlay (test):  Mitsu-dô ̄ otoshi kirite Yamano Ka’emon no Jô Nagahisa + kaô  
Measurements:  Length: 72.7cm       Curvature: 0.9cm      Moto-haba: 3.2cm Weight: 760g 
Jihada:  Densely forged itame-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Wide yakiba with a mixture of gunome-midare and notare  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)  
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (a koshirae Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificates #3: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificates #4-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryo-Wazamono (maker of very good cutting ability sword) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 
This powerful katana was crafted by Shinto period maestro Yamato no Kami Yasusada.   It is said 
that Yasusada is originally from Echizen province and studied under Shodai Yasutsugu.  Another 
theory reckons he travelled to Edo (Tokyo) by way of the Kishu Ishido School.  Yasusada enjoyed a 
close relationship with the great tameshigiri (cutting test) master Yamano Ka’emon Nagahisa.  This 
sword is a testament to the fantastic sharpness of Yasusada’s swords as this blade severed cleanly 
through three deceased convicted criminals in one stroke by Nagahisa.  Gold inlay on the nakago 
attests to this accomplishment.  An outstanding set of Edo period koshirae accompanies the 
sword with a fuchi signed by metalsmith master Hamano Shôzui at the age of 65.  This is a classic 
Edo period katana of grand proportions that was featured in the NBTHK Token Bijitsu magazine. 















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ujka302 Yamato no Kami Yasusada Katana was featured in the Kantei section of the NBTHK Token 

Bijitsu magazine in June 2004.  Above is the cover of the magazine and the page spotlighting the qualities 

of this sword.  Below is a translation of the article.  This magazine will accompany the sword. 

 

Kantei Blade No. 3 

katana, mei: Yamato no Kami Yasusada (⼤和守安定) 

kinzōgan: Kirite Yamano Ka’emon no Jō Nagahisa + kaō (切⼿⼭野加右衛⾨尉永久「花
押」) – the gold inlay reads: “Tester Yamano Ka’emon no Jō Nagahisa + 

monogram” Mitsu-dō otoshi (三ツ胴落) – “Severed through three bodies” 

nagasa 72.7 cm, sori 0.9 cm, shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune 

 

ji: dense itame that tends to stand out and that features plenty of ji-nie 

ha: widely hardened and gently undulating, nie-laden notare with a wide nioiguchi that is 

mixed with gunome, ō-gunome, and some sunagashi in places, the gunome elements 

prominently tend to an angular (hako) shape 

bōshi: ha runs continuously into the bōshi for a little and then turns into a little bit of notare 

which runs back with a ko-maru-kaeri 

 



Explanation: The blade has a wide mihaba, tapers noticeably, has a shallow sori, and ends in a chū-

kissaki and so we are dealing here with a typical Kanbun-shintō-sugata. And with the prominent 

masame in the shinogi-ji and the rather robust overall shape we arrive at Edo-shintō for that time 

period. Hardening such a wide ha that appears as a large notare-gunome-based midare whose 

elements tend to be angular and towards hakoba combined with a shallow notare-bōshi with a ko-

maru-kaeri is among all Edo smiths of that time typical for Yasusada and so almost all participants 

deduced correctly on him. 

 

Now due to the excellently forged kitae and the nioiguchi brighter than usually seen at Yasusada, 

some also went for other Edo smiths, like for example Kotetsu (⻁徹 ), Okimasa (興正 ), and 

Kaneshige (兼重), or to other smiths who worked in a similar manner, like for example Miyoshi 

Nagamichi (三善⻑道), but there were also a few bids on Kanewaka (兼若). 

 

Kotetsu did work in his hanetora phase in gunome but his gunome consists of pairs of connected 

gunome which are mixed with thick ashi. Apart from that, his ha starts with a sugu-yakidashi and 

his bōshi features a protruding yakikomi element right at the yokote. In addition, his jiba is even 

more bright and clear than it is the case with the kantei blade. Okimasa in turn hardened a gunome 

that is composed of a peculiar rhythm of two-three-two-three gunome elements. 

 

Izumi no Kami Kaneshige (和泉守兼重) usualy hardened a nie-laden suguha-chō with a wide 

nioiguchi that reminds us of the workmanship of Inoue Shinkai (井上真改), so works in shallow 

notare-chō mixed with gunome and ashi are hardly ever seen at Kaneshige. Kazusa no Suke 

Kaneshige (上総介兼重) usually worked in a connected gunome that tends to a juzu-ba so we can 

see a different approach in workmanship. 

 

At Miyoshi Nagamichi the nie would accumulate to mura-nie at some areas on the blade and his 

ha shows by trend more prominent sunagashi. Kanewaka did harden a ha with angular elements 

that tend to hakoba so this approach is understandable but he too applied mura-nie and his jigane 

would be mixed with nagare-hada. 

 

Well, there is another important characteristic feature seen at Yasusada’s works that has not been 

mentioned so far, and that is a steep iori-mune. So, participants should not overlook that. 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

ujng004 - A Kawachi Daijo Masahiro Naginata  
Dated on a lucky day in August 1653 

 
A rare naginata by this Hizen master 

 
Big congratulations Thomas! 
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