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Hello fellow sword enthusiasts! 
 
Wow, lots of excitement in the air.  Here in England, World Cup fever has gripped the nation.  
Passion for the game reminds me of how Montrealers are with Les Canadiens during a Stanley Cup 
hockey playoff.  I’m glad that Japan and England won their first matches.  My mother is from Chile, 
that was the country who I was cheering for four years ago.  I miss them this year! 
 
Thank you for downloading Catalogue 29.  Many late nights (not always quiet with admiral Nelson) 
were spent in its creation.  I’m proud of all the pieces.  So, without further ado, let’s get to the swords! 
 
We begin with a beautiful 600-year-old katana by the highly respected Ko-Gassan school.  This blade 
was forged in their iconic ayasugi-hada that resembles a rhythmic sound wave.  A brilliant handachi 
koshirae with a mother-of-pearl bamboo flute pattern continues this musical journey in fine harmony. 
 
A wakizashi by Ise Daijo Tsunahiro is the next piece.  Tsunahiro is recognized as the finest smith that 
signed the Tsunahiro name in the Shinto period.  He faithfully carried the torch of the Soshu tradition 
with tremendous skill.  I love the elegant koshirae that comes with this piece, it’s very samurai.  
 
The following sword is a classic Edo-period katana by Hizen Nidai Masahiro that is stunning in every 
way.  It has a long curvy shape, splendid gunome midare hamon and a first class koshirae with a 
powerful message of strategic perseverance.  It is currently on hold; however, it may come available. 
 
Our cover sword is a gorgeous NBTHK Juyo Token katana by Kaneuji’s Yamato Shizu school from the 
late Kamakura period, circa early 1300s.  This is one seriously impressive sword that oozes self-
confidence. A strong, healthy shape with plenty of hataraki (activity) in the steel to admire and 
enjoy. This piece sums up why the Kamakura period is known as the golden age of Japanese swords.  
 
The next three lots are with me here in the UK.  The first is a rare Toppei-koshirae daisho from the late 
Edo-period when Japanese uniforms were adapted from the French forces.  For any militaria buff, 
this is certainly a gem to add to your collection.  Some clients might recognize the 1937 award-
winning gendaito katana by master smith Izumi Tomoyoshi that commemorates the 2600th anniversary 
of the Japanese empire.  It now comes with a magnificent tombo (dragonfly) custom koshirae.  
 
A very sharp katana by jo-saku and ryo-wazamono smith Kazusa Kaneshige with a brilliant Tokugawa 
themed koshirae is the third offering. I created a video presenting this sword that can be seen here. 
 
Returning to the Koto period, we have a terrific wakizashi attributed to Uda school Hirakuni.  If you 
want get your feet wet with Japanese swords, study this little number, it has great character! 
 
We complete the catalogue with an incredible katana by the Shinshinto super artist Sa Yukihide.  This 
solidly built creation was originally a kinnoto, or royalist sword.   It was then carefully modified for 
battle in WWII by way of orikaeshi-mei.  It’s fantastic dragon-themed koshirae is very inspirational.     
 
Thank you as always for your genuine support and passion for life.  It means everything to me.   
My team and I look forward to serving you.  Let’s have a great summer!  
 
Warm regards,                            

 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz  
June 2018                             

Congratulations Hannah on  
completing elementary school! 
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item# ujka259         
 

A KO-GASSAN KATANA  
unsigned, early muromachi period (oei era: 1394-1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ko-Gassan School (attribution, mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 74.8cm (ubu)         Curvature: 2.1cm     Moto-haba: 2.7cm 
Jihada:  Classic Gassan ayasugi-hada with utsuri 
Hamon:  Chu-suguha (straight) with slight undulations following the ayasugi wave  
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Chujo-saku (ranked as above average) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Gassan school is one of the most prestigious and successful lines of sword-forging in Japan 
and enjoys a close relationship with the imperial family.  Their iconic ayasugi-hada continues to 
this very day by current Gassan head and Living National Treasure, Gassan Sadatoshi.  
 
This katana has been dated to the first era of the Muromachi period, circa 1400.  As it was made 
before the Edo period, it is referred to as Ko (ancient) Gassan.  It is a long and graceful sword with 
classic ayasugi-hada, that resembles a pulsing soundwave.  A straight suguha hamon knits its way 
neatly through the ayasugi forming a gentle wavy braid.  It’s a pleasure to handle and admire. 
 
A very handsome 250-year-old handachi-koshirae with a mother-of-pearl flute pattern on the saya 
(scabbard) crowns this jewel admirably.  There is history entrenched within this piece, its 
palatable.  An influential family surely held this katana in their private collection for generations. 
 







































service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 

item# ujwa231         
 

A TSUNAHIRO WAKIZASHI  
signed, early edo period (manji era: 1658-1661) 
 
Swordsmith:  Soshu Ju Ise Daijo Minamoto Tsunahiro (5th generation) 
Location:  Sagami province (Kanagawa prefecture) 
Measurements: Length: 50.7cm Curvature: 1.85cm         Moto-haba: 2.81cm 
Jihada:  Dense ko-itame 
Hamon:  Thick gunome midare (wave pattern) with long ashi and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting Ability:  Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, sword fabric bags, sword stand, kit, etc. 
 

SOLD  
 
Here is a wakizashi with immense character by fifth generation Ise Daijo Tsunahiro, regarded as 
the finest smith to carry the Tsunahiro name during the Shinto period.  Tsunahiro was ranked jo-
saku (superior) and wazamono for the cutting ability of his sharp swords. 
 
The wide and very bright hamon fills the blade like a comet of crystals, faithfully created in the 
Soshu tradition.  The sword is housed in an antique koshirae from the 1700s, middle Edo period, 
that embodies an air of understated sophistication and importance.  Very samurai indeed. 
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item# ujka290         
 

A NIDAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, edo period (genroku era: 1688-1700) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi no Kuni Fujiwara Masahiro (nidai, 2nd generation) 
Measurements: Length: 69.8cm (ubu)         Curvature: 2.2cm     Moto-haba: 3.22cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki 
Hamon:  Beautiful gunome midare with kinsuji, ashi and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Nidai (second generation) Masahiro is the talented son of Shodai Sadenjiro Masahiro.  He was born in 
1627 and, like his father, worked under the patronage of the Nabeshima Lord Katsushige in Hizen 
province.  He originally used the Masanaga, however, in 1661 when bestowed the title of Kawachi no 
Kami, he began signing his swords under the proud name of Masahiro.  A full ten generations of 
Masahiro-line smiths worked until the very end of the Edo period. 
 
Based on the sublime curvature of this katana, it would have been made later in his career during the 
Genroku era.  A gorgeous gunome midare hamon radiates from the blade that is exquisitely forged in 
classic konuka-hada that Hizen school swords were famous for.  A beautiful set of Edo period koshirae 
compliments the sword like a finely tailored tuxedo.  The detailed Hamono school warrior-themed 
fittings speaks of the importance of uniting strategy, courage and perseverance in the quest of victory. 
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item# ujka298         

     

A YAMATO SHIZU KATANA  
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1319~1330) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamato Shizu (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 72.05cm  Curvature: 1.1cm  Moto-haba: 2.9cm     Weight: 700g 
Jihada:  Pronounced itame and nagare-hada with o-itame, ji-nie and chikei 
Hamon: Ko-nie-laden shallow notare-cho mixed with gunome, togariba, ko-gunome, ko-ashi, 

and hotsure, kuichigai-ba, uchinoke, yubashiri, sunagashi and kinsuji 
Horimono:  Full length bo-hi (groove) on both sides with kaki-nagashi into the tang 
Certificate:  50th NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Kaneuji is one of the ten disciples of the great swordsmith Masamune, known collectively as 
Masamune no Juttetsu.  He is thought to have migrated from Yamato province (Nara).  Kaneuji’s 
first sensei was Kanenaga of the Tegai school and inherited the kanji character for ‘Kane’ from him.   
 
After studying with Masamune, his work took on a mixture Soshu and Yamato traditions.  Of all 
the students, he is considered to have most closely replicated the style of Masamune. When 
Kaneuji left Masamune in Kamakura, he settled in the town of Shizu in Mino province.  His blend 
of Soshu and Yamato traditions was so unique that he is became known as the founder of the 
Mino tradition, the fifth Koto tradition.  He later became known by the nickname "Shizu".  
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After Kaneuji died, his students moved the forge to the village of Naoe in Mino.  Their school 
became known as Naoe Shizu. Swords made when Kaneuji was in Yamato are given the name 
Yamato Shizu, though it precedes his time in Shizu. Yamato Shizu is also used for the school he 
left behind in Yamato that faithfully carried on into the late Nambokucho period (mid-1300s). 
 
This long and vibrant katana epitomizes the work of Kaneuji and his students in Yamato 
province.  Take first the imposing structure of the katana, which is muscular and awe-inspiring.  
The thick kasane (spine) with high shinogi (ridge) and plenty of niku (meat) speaks emphatically to 
the Yamato tradition and the late Kamakura period.  This is a sword that has stood the test of 
time.  Quite literally, seven centuries of warring experience under its obi (belt).    
 
Moving one’s eye to the body of the blade showcases a magnificent blend of the brilliant Tegai 
school and the energy of the Soshu tradition.  Vivid spirals of o-itame burl grain jump out of the 
blade. The jihada also takes on a waviness in places called nagare-hada.  Beautiful dark lines of 
chikei are infused in the steel.  Like all great swords, it shines with ji-nie.  
 
As Kaneuji is a father to the Mino tradition, we see parts of the hamon that are togari (pointed) -  
an important characteristic to pick up on.  There is an overall flowing notare (wave) tight semi-
circular undulations called ko-gunome.  
 
If there ever was a blade to study hataraki (activity) in a blade, this is one such piece.  Everything 
from kinsuji (golden lines) to sunagashi (brushed sand), to half-moon uchinoke (very Tegai) and 
gorgeous yubashiri that look like droplets of water (see image below).  There is even kuichigaiba, a 
classic Yamato trait where the hamon overlaps, forming parallel lines for a certain distance. 
 
Every time a sword of this quality is examined, a new bit of sensory treasure will reveal itself.  
The NBTHK describes this katana as “Masterwork of the Yamato Shizu school”.  It’s clear to see 
why.  There is a magic within this steely creation that is most worthy of any serious collection. 
 

	

droplets of yubashiri (‘running hot water’)	
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item# ujdi007         
  

A TOPPEI-KOSHIRAE DAISHO 
signed katana, mumei wakizashi (early edo & late muromachi period) 
 
Katana (dai) 
Swordsmith:  Bushu-ju Fujiwara Mitsuoki (Edo Ishido school)  
Measurements: Length: 68.8cm (ubu)   Curvature: ~1.2cm  
 

 
Wakizashi (sho) 
Swordsmith:  Sue-Bizen School  
Measurements: Length: 37.7cm (o-suriage)   Curvature: ~1.0cm 
 
Certificates: 3 x NBTHK Hozon (both swords and kozuka designated Worthy of Preservation) 

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (daisho koshirae designated Authentic) 
Included:  Two shirasayas, daisho koshirae, fabric bags, stands, kit, etc.  
 

   

SOLD 
 
The traditional samurai daisho of the Edo period and the modern gunto (military sword) koshirae 
look very different.  This transition did not happen all at once.  In between, there were fittings 
known as Toppei-koshirae.  It gives us great pleasure to introduce a rare daisho that was inspired in 
design by French military officers [and the introduction of trousers] in the Edo period. 
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As Markus Sesko describes in his reference book “Encyclopedia of Japanese swords”: 
 

When Japanese uniforms were adapted from the French, relative wide trousers, the so-called 
danbukuro were introduced to which the sword was carried in a leather frog hanging vertically 
from the belt.  For this carrying method, the swords had to become shorter to prevent them from 
touching the ground when hanging this way – blade length from 60 to 65 cm were common – 
and the sayajiri became quite tapering to slip easily through the leather frog.  
 
This tapering butt end reminded of a so-called toppai-kabuto (lit. “helmet with tapering helmet 
bowl”). Hai became hei and so these koshirae were called toppei-koshirae (突兵拵). And as they were 
worn as mentioned with trousers (Jap. zubon, ズボン), also the name zubon-sashi existed.  
 
Many toppei hilts were wrapped with a katate-maki (片手巻), an interpretation where just at the 
fuchi and kashira some same lozenges (hishi, 菱) are visible but the middle part of the hilt does not 
show these hishi.  The menuki sits centrally on this middle part.  
 
 
The dai (katana) was crafted by Mitsuoki of the Edo Ishido school.  Mitsuoki worked in the Genroku 
era, circa 1688-1704 in typical Ishido style, faithfully honoring the Bizen artistry centuries back to 
the Kamakura Ichimonji school.   
 
The sho (wakizashi) is an actual Sue-Koto Bizen piece, made during the late Muromachi period 
when Japan was in full-blown civil war.  It is reminiscent of the works of Sukemitsu and Sukesada, 
crafted with a bright koshibiraki-hamon. Both swords are in good polish and are noticeably light - 
meeting the requirements for them to be comfortably housed in their toppei-koshirae.   
 
On a personal note, I have seen a few toppei-koshirae before, however this is truly unique and my 
first toppei-daisho. There are many details to appreciate.  The kurigata (knobs on the scabbard) in 
the design of the Japanese rising sun flag suggest this daisho was carried by a member of the 
Japanese Imperial Navy.  The matching silver inlay in the scabbards is also a classy touch.  The 
redwood hilts with iron fittings juxtaposed with dragon menuki gives it further character.  Both 
the swords and daisho koshirae are with me in the UK.  - PK 
 

 
 

Kyokujitsu-ki - The Japanese Rising Sun Flag 
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item# ujka143         
 

A TOMOYOSHI KATANA  
signed, dated & awarded, (12th year of showa, august 1937)  
 
Swordsmith:  Osaka Ju Izumi Tomoyoshi 
Measurements: Length: 68.4cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.5cm     Moto-haba: 3.3cm 
Jihada:  Standing out wavy nagare-hada with muneyaki 
Hamon:  Naka-suguha (straight) with tight wavy ko-midare, long ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, tsuba & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Certificate #4: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a kozuka designated as Especially Precious) 
Designation:  This blade was awarded the "Recommendation Work" prize at the Kigen 2600th 
memorial ceremony Art Show in commemoration of Emperor Jimmu  
Akihide ranking:  Joko-no-retsu (ranked as a master swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This special gendaito (modern) katana has made its way to me in the UK.  This piece was 
originally sold in Catalogue 20 in shirasaya only.  A striking custom koshirae in the theme of 
dragonflies was completed in 2015 for the client.  Unfortunately, due to certain circumstances, he 
needed to part with the blade.  This unique katana with an imperial story now stands available. 
 
Swordsmith Tomoyoshi from Izumi city in Osaka produced this impressive katana in the 
summer of 1937.  It was then submitted for sword forging competition in 1940 commemorating 
the 2600th enthronement anniversary of Japan’s first emperor, Emperor Jimmu and the 
establishment of the Japanese empire.  
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This sword was highly received and won the Endorsement Award prize. This honour was 
subsequently chiseled in great detail onto the nakago. 
 
Tomoyoshi was a skilled smith who was ranked by Kurihara Akihide as Joko-no-retsu (a master 
smith). Akihide, who was one of the major promoters of gendai swords before and during WWII 
and a smith himself, ranked about 300 contemporary smiths in 1942.  
 
Tomoyoshi’s highest achievement came in 1941 when he won the Second Seat at the 6th Shinsaku 
Nihontō Denrankai - an annual sword making contest that was held in pre-wartimes and 
wartimes, and the forerunner of the sword-making contest of the NBTHK.  It had six ranks, the 
Second Seat being equal to the second prize.  
 
This katana pays proper respect to the life of Emperor Jimmu who is said to have captured 
Yamato (Nara city). The steel was produced in the Yamato tradition with free-flowing nagare-hada.  
The hamon is a beautifully crafted straight suguha - the predominant temper line of the Yamato 
tradition.  It has the aura of an older sword.  The construction is wide, healthy and strong with a 
formidable moto-haba of 3.3cm.  
 
It is interesting to note that in 1940, a Peace Tower was built in Miyazaki in honour Emperor 
Jimmu. On the front of the tower reads "Hakko Ichiu" (eight crown cords, one roof), or "United 
under one roof".  This was often used as a rallying cry for imperialists who believed that peace 
would reign once Asia was united under Japanese leadership.  This is a sword that was certainly 
carried in WWII by a military officer.  
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item# ujka282      
 

A KANESHIGE KATANA  
signed with location, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661-1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bushu Ju Kasusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (2nd generation) 
Measurements: Length: 68.7cm Curvature: 1.4cm         Moto-haba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame with ji-nie 
Hamon:  Thick suguha mixed with gunome-midare with ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and tsuka designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting Ability:  Ryo-Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, sword fabric bags, sword stand, kit, etc. 
 
Sword currently not available  
 
This very sharp katana is with me in the UK on consignment.  Kasusa no Suke Kaneshige studied 
under his father/sensei first generation Izumi no Kami Kaneshige who, interestingly, began his 
career an arrow smith in Echizen before being hired by the Todo daimyo family as a swordsmith.    
 
Kasusa Kaneshige’s workmanship has Soshu-den qualities; a thick suguha base mixed with wavy 
gunome in the style of master Kotetsu.  The hamon shines impressively in the light.  Full-length bo-
hi (grooves) gives the blade fine balance and quickness.  It feels like a swordsman’s sword. 
 
A splendid set of decorative koshirae with the Tokugawa family crest aoi-mon (hollyhock) theme 
accompanies the katana.  The tsuba is particularly impressive attributed to the Yoshioka school. 
 
Please watch my video presentation here (14min), arigato! 
https://youtu.be/Rn872AbZC5Y 



service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 

item# ujwa207         
 

AN UDA HIRAKUNI WAKIZASHI 
unsigned, muromachi period (bunki era: 1501-1504) 
 
Swordsmith:  Uda Hirakuni (attribution, o-suriage) 
Location:   Etchu province 
Measurements: Length: 49.0cm     Curvature: 0.6cm           Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  Itame with swirling chikei 
Hamon:  Bright gunome midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, full of activity 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:  Chujo-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand, kit, etc. 
 

SOLD  
 
This is a wakizashi crafted in Etchu province during the turbulent Muromachi Period, circa late 
1400s to early 1500s.  Etchu is on the northern coast of Honshu, the main island of Japan and 
overlooks the Sea of Japan.   
 
Kunimitsu is considered the founder of the Ko-Uda school, originally from the Uda district of 
Yamato Province circa 1317 at the end of the Kamakura Era.  As remaining works by Kunimitsu 
are non-existent, his students, Kunifusa and Kunimune, both said to be students of Go Norishige 
school, are thought to be the true founders of this school.   
 
This wakizashi is attributed to Uda Hirakuni, a pupil of Kunikiyo.  This is a sword bursting with 
personality and history.  The workmanship is an attractive mixture of Soshu, Yamato and Bizen 
traditions all working in harmony.  There is so much to study and enjoy.  The whirlpools of chikei 
are very impressive.  All told, this is a fearless piece of Koto-period steel artistry. 
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item# ujka293         
 

A SA YUKIHIDE KATANA  
signed with orikaeshi-mei, late edo period (kaei era: 1848-1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikushu Ju Sa Yukihide (orikaeshi-mei, folded-over signature by T. Hidetsugu)  
Measurements: Length: 71.8cm (orikaeshimei)         Curvature: 1.4cm     Moto-haba: 3.2cm 
Jihada:  Masame-hada with nagare-hada and chikei and bright ji-nie 
Hamon:  Thick nie and nioi with wide notare -kinsuji, sunagashi and gunome-ashi appear 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born in 1813, native of Chikuzen province in Kyushu and one of the most celebrated swordsmiths 
during the shinshinto period, Sa Yukihide (pronounced Sah Yoo-key-hee-day) regarded himself as 
the thirty-ninth generation of the great Sa (Samonji), who worked in Chikuzen in the early 1300s. 
 
Yukihide travelled up to Edo (Tokyo) in about 1830 and became a pupil of Shimizu Hisayoshi, 
himself a disciple of Hosokawa Masayoshi. In 1846, he moved to the island of Shikoku and became a 
retained swordsmith of the Yamanouchi family of Tosa province.  There he worked with smith 
Sekita Katsuhiro. In 1862 he returned to Edo, taking up residence at the Yamanouchi yashiki (urban 
mansion) however when the Edo period came to an end with the Meiji Restoration in 1868 he 
went back to Tosa, where he died in 1885 at the age of seventy-four.  
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In his early years, Sa Yukihide (pictured left) worked in a style 
similar to his master Hisayoshi tempering a slanting chōji-midare 
(clove blossom) with a tight nioiguchi. After his move to Tosa, and 
having worked under Katsuhiro, he changed his style entirely.  
From that time, he tempered a notare with gunome-ashi in very 
bright and thick nie emulating the master works of Gō Yoshihiro, 
Inoue Shinkai and Kotetsu.  And it was in this spirit that this 
magnificent katana by maestro Sa Yukihide was produced.   
 

Plenty of conversation points surrounding this remarkable piece. 
It was first crafted as a kinno to or “royalist sword” that had an 
extremely long cutting edge of 88.2cm.  We know this because in 
the mid-1900s, WWII swordsmith Takahashi Hidetsugu, student of 
Gassan Sadatsugu, chiseled the original nagasa on the newly 
formed nakago after he carefully reduced it to 71.8cm by way of 
orikaeshi-mei or folded over signature (see images below).   
 

This is one solidly made sword, weighing nearly 1kg, or 2.2 pounds.  Almost certainly, this was a 
cherished family sword that was carried in WWII by a high-ranking officer that needed it to be 
modified for military service.  Any samurai that was fortunate enough to own a Yukihide sword 
knew his life could depend on it.  A sense of invincibility embodies the steel.  It’s deep, rich 
hamon further heightens the senses.   
 
Until today, an impressive 58 swords by Sa Yukihide have attained prestigious NBTHK Juyo 
Token.  It is a remarkable achievement by a genuine artist of the 19th century.  An exquisite 
koshirae with a powerful dragon theme was built for the katana as the following pages describe.   
 
This is a samurai sword for the ages. 
 

 

orikaeshi-mei (folded over signature) 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

A Sengo Muramasa Tanto in aikuchi koshirae with the Makino family crest. 
Polished by Sasaki-sensei and sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei. 

 
Big congratulations Kim! 
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